Nau mai, haere mai, mihi mai. Welcome.

We would like to introduce our Head
Boy for 2009 and his Deputies. These
St Bernard’s Men have been chosen
based on their ability to lead other
students, set a positive example and
balance the demands of academic
work with their new roles. Students
and staff voted to indicate their
preferred candidates for head boys
and the final decision was made by the
principal following formal interviews.

Head Boy
Vaughan Samuelu

Deputy Head Boys
Anthony Tino Orville Vasquez

From the Principal

Kite ingoa te Atua, o te Tamaiti, o te Wairua Tapu. Amene.
Greetings to everyone for the 2009 school year.

| am very glad to be back and | am extremely grateful to the Board of Trustees for
giving me the opportunity to take one year sabbatical leave. It has been
tremendously exciting, thoroughly enjoyable and filled with learning experiences. |
have returned fresh with ideas and energised to present and share these with
those who want to see our students engaging in a challenging education.

| also wish to thank and show my appreciation for the sterling work done last year
by the senior leadership team, especially Mr Sefton who stepped up to the position
of acting principal. Mrs Thomson and Mr Housden, supported by the staff, have
done a marvellous job. | went away with full confidence that the team would
continue to lead the school forward in the best interests of our students, staff and
its community and this they have done admirably.

My time with the Education Review Office was an eye-opener. It was an amazing
privilege to work alongside the ERO team and the many centres and schools
across the pre-school, primary and secondary sectors. There is so much good
happening in our schools and it was inspiring to be able to identify collaboratively
the next steps for these schools.

The job is never finished and while there may be endings, it is truly the new
beginnings that provide us with hope and greater aspirations. | promise to be the
best person | can be, putting the interests of our young people ahead of
everything. | am always mindful that my job of principal can only be successfully
completed with the support of the people around me.

God bless you all.
Peter Fava
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Sponsors of the St Bernard’s
College Newsletter
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Thank you again to Fuji Xerox for their
continued commitment to printing our
coloured newsletters in 2009.

They do this free of charge to the school
and do a wonderful job. Doesn't the
newsletter look great!

Your son’s Form Teacher and subject teachers can be contacted by ringing the school
office on 560-9250. To speak to your son’s dean (the person responsible for your son’s
welfare) ring the school office and the extension below. All deans have answer phones for
messages and will contact you as soon as they are able. Please leave a message.

Dean of Year 7/8 Ms Kathy Taylor ext 848
Dean of Year 9 Mr Christopher Hart ext 875
Dean of Year 10 Miss Manu Corcoran ext 876
Dean of Year 11 Mrs Nila Uili ext 848
Dean of Year 12 Mr Elsabie Prasad ext 859
Dean of Year 13 Mr Paul Fairfield ext 864

Parent Interviews

Our first set of interviews for 2009 are to be held on Wednesday 25 March and Thursday
26 March from 3pm to 7pm in the gymnasium. Students will be issued with parent
interview information on Monday 9 March. If your son does not bring home his interview
appointment sheet, there are copies available from the school office. Please do not
hesitate to contact us and we will ensure your son brings the information home to you.

We would like all parents to attend the interviews. It is a good opportunity to see how your
son is coping early in the year and to help him sort himself out or seek help if he is
struggling.

Term 1 Progress Report

We will be giving out the progress reports at the parent interviews. Parents who attend the
interviews can collect their son’s report from the table at the front of the gym. If you are not
able to attend the interviews you need to contact your son’s dean so the report can be
passed to you.




New Staff

Welcome

to

the new staff of St

Bernard's College.

Annabelle Flood

Music teacher for 2009.
Annabelle is a Victoria
University graduate
whose  specialty is in
vocals.

Tamara Buckland
Itinerant vocal teacher.

Jessica Christian
Science and Mathematics
teacher. Jessica is a
graduate of Victoria
University with specialty

in Physics and
Mathematics.

Matt Harrison

IT and technology
teacher.

Matt was formerly Head
of Technology at St
Catherine’s College in
Kilbirnie.

Clare Shill

Graphics and Technology
teacher.

Clare has recently
emigrated from the UK
bringing past experience
in the technical side of
motion picture production.

Korena Moon

Teacher aide in Learning
Support. Korena joins us
from Sts Peter and Paul
School.

Dean Wipatere
Teacher aide in Learning

Support.

Dean has formerly
worked with students in
Wainuiomata.

Emma Stevens

Health Nurse from Vibe
Health Services

NCEA Success

Congratulations to the following students who gained

Endorsed NCEA Certificates

Y11 NCEA Merit Level 1

A Neville, C Situ, S Mua’au, P Bhagavathula, B Rodrigues, W Warren, S Salter,
M Lovernanes, M Nicol, S Gibson, P Ibrahim, J Nash, B Filipo, V Polaczuk,
J Lewis, P Tran, B McCathie

Special congratulations to Marcus Bently in Y11, on the outstanding
achievement of Y11 NCEA Excellence Level 1

Y12 NCEA Merit Level 2
L Gomez, C Meade

Y13 NCEA Merit Level 3
| Ahmed, A Williamson, A Beardsley, C Bignell

Congratulations on the outstanding achievement of a n Excellence
Endorsed Level 3 NCEA certificate to Jared ToeinY 13

Well done to all those students who worked very hard and were rightfully
rewarded with excellent NCEA results. It is very heartening to see our Year 10
students attempting and gaining credits in Science and Social Studies. Overall
the Level 1, 2 and 3 results remained stable compared to previous years, with a
massive improvement in the number of merit results at level one (20%) and also
at level three (8.2%). It was one of our 2008 targets to improve on merits and
excellences. It is good to see that many boys responded to this challenge, and
the hard work of teachers and ongoing parental support bearing fruit.

Comparisons and statistics are complex and these may be interpreted in several
ways. The most straight forward way is to compare the achievement of our boys
with other boys nationally in decile 5 schools. Excluding the girls makes the
comparison more of a level playing field as girls tend to outperform boys.
Nevertheless, the results of our students are better than those of all students
(boys and girls together) in all schools across New Zealand at levels one and two.
We are still working on improving our level three result, aiming to raise it to the
national level.

71.8% of Y11 students gained the level one certificate compared to the 59.8% of
decile 5, male, all schools. 66.7% gained level two in comparison to 61.7%; while
our level three result was 36.7%, which is about 4% below the national result.

While overall the results are satisfactory, there is always scope for improvement
across the field. This is why the College’s major goal for 2009 is to improve
student learning through better student engagement. Not necessarily a big ask
for some, but definitely something really worth striving for by everyone.

Peter Fava

Year 13 Retreat held at Palm Grove 8—10 February



achieve@St Bernard’s
Congratulations to our top achieving academic stud ents in 2008.
Brendan Garrick - Jarod Toe
] Andrew Williamson
Special Character Trophy Proxime Accessit o DUx DUX

Sports News

Summer Sport is now under way with teams entered in Tennis, Cricket, Touch,
Volleyball , Golf and Water Polo . It is important that you ensure your son is aware of
when and where practices are held and that he is available to play on his competition
day.

With large numbers of boys putting their names down to play summer sport parent
involvement is essential. If you are able to help in any way e.g. coaching, managing,
providing transport, officiating etc it would be very much appreciated. Please contact
the Sports Office on ext 881 if you are able to help in any way.

Sports Fees - A reminder that the $40 sports fee is due by Friday 6 March. There is a
policy of “NO PAY, NO PLAY” so only those boys who have paid their fees (or made
suitable arrangements with the business manager) will be eligible to play sport for St
Bernard’s College.
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SBC Athletic Sports — Tuesday 24 Feb

Come along and support your son run, jump and throw at the
Hutt Recreation Ground. A letter with further details has been
given to students.

Senior Touch Tournament — Wednesday 25 Feb

Triathlon Championships — Thursday 26 Feb

Do remember to bring along your drink bottles and wear sun block
and a sunhat at these events.

Year 9 Orientation

On the second day of the school term the Y9 boys enjoyed the peer support
offered by the Y13 boys of the College and had a great time as shown by these
photos...

UNIFORM PURCHASES AND AUTOMATIC PAYMENTS

At the school’s discretion, students on AP may be permitted to charge uniform
to their AP. Parents who want to charge uniform to their AP must provide the
uniform shop with a note (including daytime phone contact number) specifying
the items and quantities to be charged.

Junior Studies Department

Thank you for all your support in helping your
son settle at St Bernard’s this year. Most are
coping well with the demands and meeting
deadlines. There are a couple of reminders
about how you can help the teachers to help
your son.

Monitoring Books

Please discuss the grades, sign it and ask
your son to put it back in his bag so that it is
returned on Monday morning.

Diaries
Please find the time to look at your son’s
diary and help him to plan and manage his
time so that he meets homework deadlines.

Let us know that you have seen the diary that
week by signing it.

Uniform

Please name your son’s clothing. | am still
finding jerseys, shoes and rain jackets without
a name. Please also check that your son has
the correct jersey at home. He may have
accidentally picked up someone else’s. If you
do find the wrong jersey, please just let us
know and send it back.

Notices

Please read notices and keep the top half,
sign the return slip at the bottom of the notice,
cut it off and send it back to your son’s form
teacher the next day if possible.

Kathy Taylor

Memorial Service
and
Celebration of the Birthday of
Breeze Moeahu-Tairua

On Monday 9" February, at 1.45 pm,
Breeze's family and friends, along with
members of our school community, came
together to share in the blessing of a plaque
and stone, and also to celebrate Breeze's
birthday.

Breeze was a Yr 9 student, and valued class
member of 9EH, until his death on 14"
October 2008.

Over 80 people were welcomed onto the
school grounds, where they were able to
share stories and memories of Breeze, before
the formal prayers and blessing of the stone.
Breeze’s pride in his culture, his school, and
his faith were reflected in the ceremony, as
representatives from the Koraunui Marae, Mr.
Peter Fava and Pastor Barry Calloway
offered prayers and blessings for Breeze, his
family and friends.

Blue helium balloons were released by
Breeze’s classmates and cousins, to bring a
very moving ceremony to an end.



St Bernard’s College

Term 1
Term 2
Term 3  Monday 20 July

Term 4 Monday 12 October

Monday 2 February
Monday 27 April

Thursday 9 April

Friday 3 July

Friday 25 September
Thursday 10 December*

* or to a day in December which ensures that the school has been open for
instruction for 380 half-days in 2009

(!
24 Feb
25 Feb

26 Feb

3 Mar
5 Mar
6 Mar
11 Mar
12 Mar
13 Mar

Athletic Sports 17 Mar
Ash Wednesday Liturgy 12pm
Snr Touch Tournament 18 Mar
Athletic Sports backup day 19 Mar
Triathlon CSW Champs 20 Mar
Athletics - Hutt Zone 23 Mar
Student Leaders Forum 25 Mar
26 Mar

Sports Fees — final day
Athletics - CSW Champs
Y10 Retreats

Y10 Retreats

Days Bay Picnic Y7/8 TBC

Athletics HV Y7/8 Champs

St Patrick’s Day

CSW Senior Tennis

Y9 Retreats

Y9 Retreats

Golf—CSW Open/Teams Champs
Parent Teacher Interviews 3pm
Parent Teacher Interviews 3pm
Swimming Sports

Tennis—CSW Snr team finals
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Thanks to all those who helped in the Uniform Shop in the last week of January. Your
time and advice to those buying new uniform is much appreciated.

Second Hand Uniform

- Tania Dennis has kindly taken over the selling of second

hand uniforms. Donations are much appreciated or clothing is sold on behalf — 20%
commission is donated to the library. Please ring Tania if you have items to sell/

donate or wish to make an appointment

587-0024.

Entertainment Books —PFS is running this fundraiser again this year so make sure
you buy your copy through the school. Order forms will be sent out in April.

$+ %,
-, 0!

$$" && 1!

New members and helpers are welcome and in fact needed. The
PFS (Parents, Friends Supports Group) supports the school and your
boys by fundraising and assisting with hospitality.

Please think seriously about how you can help the school and your
son this year. Helpers are rung prior to fundraisers to check whether
available to assist with an event e.g. sausage sizzle, garage sale.

To volunteer please complete the enclosed form with this newsletter
or Elizabeth Ph 971-4408 or Julia 565-3625.
Please hand the completed form into the school office.

Your continued support is appreciated.

$

04 560 9250

04 560 9251
office@sbc.school.nz
www.sbc.school.nz
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Free

Doctors consultation
at St Bernard’s College
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Health Clinic Staff can offer support and

treatment .Make an appointment if you need:

Asthma inhalers
Advice on skin

To sort out stress
Free prescriptions

Clinic Opens :
Monday 8.30—11.30
Wednesday 8.30—11.30.
Dr Beena Hegde will be in attendance
Wednesday 9am—12 noon
570-0883
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Opening Hours:
Monday 8:15 to 9:00am
Thursday 12:30 to 1:30pm

Second Hand Uniform

We have a small supply of ‘Pre-loved’
uniform items which are sold ‘on behalf of
school families. Please Tania on
587-0024 for enquiries.
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Tuition is offered once a week for 30
minutes. Classes will be before or after
school. Class sizes are 3-5. Fees are $90
per term per student. The course covers
voice production, poetry and literature
appreciation, public speaking, reading
aloud skills, drama activities and interview
techniques.

If you wish your son to enrol, please collect
a form from the school office. Any enquiries
please 938 1492 or email
prend@paradise.net.nz

Physical/Postal Address
183 Waterloo Road

Lower Hutt 5010
New Zealand



