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A Safer School 

Kite ingoa o te Matua, o te Tamaiti, o te Wairua Tapu.  Amene 
 
On Monday 16 and Tuesday 17 I was invited to participate in the Taumata Whanaogna 
(Behaviour Summit).  Many representatives from different sectors of education and other 
fields attended to consider the evidence behind programmes that are used in schools or the 
community in New Zealand and overseas.  The challenge was to come up with an action 
plan to recommend to Government to address the behavioural issues in schools. 
 

Clearly, two days to address such a complex issue were not enough, but there was        
sufficient enthusiasm at the Summit from all concerned that a start needed to be made.  In 
fact, more than a start has already taken place in many schools and it is the few students 
with difficult behaviours (or conduct disorders) that are making it hard for other students and 
teachers who want to get on with learning and teaching.  This is the really hard one. 
 

The good news is that there are programmes, supported through robust evidence, that work.  
It is critical that there are strong links between school and home.  The earlier the             
intervention the higher chance of success, whether this is early in the life of a child or early 
in the identification of behavioural issues at whatever level at school.  Teachers with highly 
developed conflict resolution skills are able to keep school or class confrontations at a low 
level.  When the different helping agencies (e.g. CYFs, PHN, GSE, Police, etc.) work      
together with families, then the chances of improving student behaviour increase            
dramatically. 
 

The even better news is that at St Bernard’s we are quite proactive in addressing            
behavioural issues and we will involve the home and outside agencies as early as possible.  
We also have a ‘charter’ of Gospel values that students and teachers alike subscribe to.  We 
work very hard to live by these values – as these provide us with a solid foundation that 
helps us in our day-to-day relationships.  It all boils down to “treating people or their property 
with consideration” or “do unto others what you want others to do unto you”.  It does not 
mean that we are always successful.  If we (students, parents, staff) altogether abide by this 
Christian code, then most behavioural issues can be addressed in a respectful manner and 
the College would be a safer place for all concerned. 
 

God bless you all.                    Peter Fava 

Rebuilding Programme 
 

The rebuilding of the administration block at St Bernard’s College begins early in Term two.  
From the start of the term some classes will be timetabled into different rooms and the    
administration and principal’s offices will be relocated into temporary accommodation.  The 
main car park will also be less accessible.  We apologise in advance for any inconvenience 
but look forward to new buildings to start the year in 2010. 

Triathlon Success 
For the first time St Bernard’s entered the 
College Sport Wellington Triathlon     
Championships with great success. The 
Junior boys team of Jonathan McMillan, 
Trei Mu and Tom Mair finished 2nd and our 
Senior boys team of James Nash, Michael 
Nicol and  Luke McGuinness finished 4th in 
their event. Joshua Ebert was brave and 
competed as an individual and finished 
strongly. 

Jonathan McMillan Michael Nicol 

Luke McGuinness 

Why we need you to pay 
Resource Donations. 
 
 

Our special character is the point of  
difference between St Bernard’s       
College and state schools.  
We rely on our families paying the $140 
resource donation to provide the special  
character they have chosen for their 
sons. 
Our Religious Education programme, 
including textbooks and chaplaincy, is 
funded from the resource donation not 
by the government.  

Generous Funding Received 
 

A huge thank you to the following families and organisations  who have generously spon-
sored  or donated to the Sports Department this year.  Without your support we would be 
restricted in the opportunities we are able to offer our boys. 
 
Gavin and Wendy Rangi   Waterpolo Tournament 
Craig and Suzanne McGuinness  Waterpolo Tournament 
Paul and Karen Saggers   Waterpolo Tournament 
     Volleyball 
     Tennis 
Pelorous Trust    Marist Quadrangular Tournament $1000 
NZ Community Trust   Sports Uniforms $7000 

Tax Rebates for Resource Donations 
 

The Inland Revenue Department allow you to claim a rebate of 33.33% of the 
total resource donation you have made to St Bernard’s.  (see www.ird.govt.nz for 
further details).  If you wish to take advantage of this, payments will need to be 
received by the office by Tuesday 31 March and receipts will be issued.         
Payments made after 31 March 2009 will not be able to be claimed until 2010. 



Science 
· International Assessment in Science Competition 
Entries are being taken for the “International Assessment in Science Competition”.      
Science teachers have issued the indication of interest notes that need to be signed by 
parents. The cost is $8. Science teachers have issued past papers for students to look 
over at home. Last year we gained 1 high distinction (top 1% in NZ) and 6 distinctions 
(Top 10% in NZ) 

· Cosmodome   
An indoor observatory is visiting us on Thursday 2 April and all Y7/8 classes, plus 10CH 
and 10CA will be going through it, as it is compulsory.  For the Y7/8 it is part of the      
curriculum and for the two Y10 classes it is part of their NCEA preparation for the        
ASTRONOMY that they will sit at the end of the year. The subsidised cost is $3.50 per 
pupil. The science department is subsidising this. 

· Science research road show .  
Crash course. This is compulsory for both 10CG and 10CA as it relates to the NCEA    
internal research topic they are doing as well as giving them excellent information about 
the physics component of their course. It is on Friday 8 May and the subsidised cost is $6. 
The actual cost per student is $10 but the science  department is paying part of it. 

· Wanted  
(a) Can we please have any film canisters that you do not want. We use them            
extensively for experimentation with dry ice.  
(b) Can we also have any clean ice cream containers.  
(c) If there is any small bags of cement that are surplus then can we please have them 
as we use this as part of our Y7/8 programme. 

· Congratulations to all the Y11, 12 and 13 science s tudents who did so well last 
year in their external examinations. The number of merit and excellence grades in all 
papers was up 40% on previous years. Attending after school tutorials in Term 4     
certainly paid off for the year 10 and 11 students.   B Higson HoD Science 

Debating 
 

The school has entered four teams in the 
W el l i ng ton  Reg iona l  Speak ing            
Competition this year: Junior, Junior    
Premier, Senior Certificate and Premier B. 
This entails four debates, two of which are 
at home and two away.  
 

There is a lot of enthusiasm amongst the 
Juniors in particular and we hope this   
continues. Many thanks to the coaches 
who are taking these teams. It is a big 
time commitment.   
 

Sue McNab, Debating Convenor.�

��� �    Music Lessons 
The itinerant music programme has started and has been running for the last 5 weeks.  
Thank you to all students who have showed up well prepared and keen to learn.  All    
students enrolled in these lessons, including voice, guitar, drums, saxophone and flute 
must show commitment by practising daily.  It is recommended that:   
 

�     Beginners practice for at least 10 minutes a day 
�� NCEA students should practice for at least 30 minutes a day. 
 

Students who demonstrate a lack of practice will be removed from the itinerant            
programme.  Lessons occur weekly and all students are expected to attend every lesson. 
 

��� �    Choir 
We have a great choir this year currently working towards “The Big Sing” and numerous 
concerts and events throughout the year.  All boys involved, again you must turn up to 
each lesson on every Monday and show your commitment.  Not too flash so far, but on 
the positive they are sounding great. 

Chess Club News  
 

Mr Mark Noble (parent of a studentl), a 
champion chess player and who has won 
quite a few competitions, has kindly offered 
to help our chess      players.  On 3 March 
he came to school with his trophies and 
gave up his lunchtime to play our boys.  He 
played 6 pupils at the same time.  Of 
course he won all the games but two pupils 
did quite well!! They were  I Fuimaono and 
M Esparas .   
 

The chess boys wish to thank Mr Noble for 
his support.  
 

 Theodore  Lacasamana, (organiser)         

Japanese     
Newsletter  
 
We have a lot going on in the  Japanese 
department this year.   
 

We were pleased to welcome back Miss 
Yasuyo Sudo .  She is doing great work 
and we are pleased that she will be    
staying until the end of Term 1.  
 

We have also had fun hosting the      
s tuden ts  and  teachers  f rom                
Shibuya Makuhari Junior High . They 
have added a lot to our classes.  

The Year 11/12 students are          
fundraising for the Japan Trip 2009 .   
The parent fundraising group would like 
to thank everyone who has  supported us 
thus far.  If you are aware of any       
fundraising opportunities in the wider 
community we would be very pleased to 
hear about them.  Currently we are    
running two raffles   Easter Egg Raffle 
and a 3 Piece Car Seat Set Raffle.  
We are  as well as selling  Cadbury 
Chocolates .  If you would like to       
purchase a box of these then please 
contact me as we have a large supply 
and they are great for presents and   
special occasions.   
 

For any additional information please 
contact: Manu Corcoran 560 9250    ext 
876. 

 
 
 
 

photo 

Music 

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s           
to the fol lowing       
students( left to right 
back row): P Donovan,  
H Tapuai, ( left to right 
front row) Q McCarthy, 
L Taito-Matamua and  
J  Katoa who          
r e p r e s e n t e d               
St Bernard’s College  brilliantly at the AWD      
College Sport  Wellington Athletics in      
Newtown on March 2.  They were  also    
selected to attend the regional              
championships on March 11. Thank you to 
the parental assistance we received on the 
day which enabled full    participation for all 
of our athletes, and great photos to be taken 
also ! 



Can we please have any film canisters that you do not want. We use them            

Sports News 

Awesome Athletics  
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Further Success in Hutt Valley Athletics 
 

A team of 63 boys were selected to compete against 7 other Hutt Valley colleges and our boys did us proud winning the boys section of 
the event over HIBS. Notable performances included Jonathan McMillan in the 400m and 800m, Lorenzo Pili Shot Put/Discus double, 
Dier Makoii 3000m and 1500m, and Michael Hagarty 400m. From this meeting a team of 17 competed at the Wellington Regional      
Athletics on March 11. 
 

Four of our boys have gone on to be selected in the Wellington Team to compete in the North Island Secondary Schools Champs. These 
are Jonathan McMillan in the 300m and 800m, Saita Tuaoi Long Jump, Sione Katoa Shot Put and Lorenzo Pili Discus. The boys have 
all trained very well with specialist throwing coach Mrs Bliss working on the boys throwing techniques and Mr Piripi and Mrs Brennan  
working with the jumpers and sprinters. 

Students who demonstrate a lack of practice will be removed from the itinerant            

2009 Record Breakers  
 J Ioata  Y7 200m 31.06    J McMillan Jnr 400m 63.00 
 M Hagarty Int 400m 57.94     J Patea Snr 400m 58.38 
 C Meehan Yth 800m 2.27.63       M Phillip Snr 800m 2.18.19 
 T Makoii  Jnr 1500m 5.13.65      D Makoii  Snr 1500m 4.58.47 
 J Wilson  Y8 High Jump 1.36m         J Guillonta Jnr High Jump 1.52m 
 Pompallier House Int 4x100m relay 49.96   Chanel House Snr 4x100m relay 48.59 

The school athletic champions for 2009 are:  
 Y7   J Moa    Y8   S Rayasi 
 Junior    J McMillan   Youth T Tane 
 Intermediate  M Hagarty   Senior    F Wilson, D Cowan, T Maharaj 1st = 

Once again the Hutt Rec came alive with large numbers of Bernard’s Men running, jumping and throwing at the annual school athletic 
championships. We saw an incredible 12 school records broken and there was intense competition for titles in many events. Mr Piripi’s 
superb organisational skills were again to the fore with a well run championship event. 

selected to attend the regional              

Senior Touch 
 

The Senior Touch team recently competed in the Regional College 
Sport competition finishing 7th overall. The boys posted wins over 
Tawa, and HVHS but unfortunately a loss to Otaki 3-4 put us out of 
contention. Thanks to Mr Hart for preparing this team so well. 

Milo Cup Cricket 
 

Another first for St Bernard’s was entering a Y7&8 cricket team into 
the Milo Cup which is hotly contested by Intermediate schools from 
all over NZ. We played Muritai and Wellesley in pool play and     
although we fought hard we lost both matches. We are keen to carry 
this on for future years. 
 

As well as all these events there is Tennis, Volleyball Golf and    
Waterpolo all competing over Term1. We will have some results on 
how well they have performed in the next newsletter. 

Football 
The football season starts in late April for the Hutt Valley          
competition and week 2 of Term 2 for the College teams. We will 
have 4 teams this year. Practices have already been scheduled 
and attendance is compulsory. Students who make a commitment 
to play for a team must continue to do so for the full season. The 
teams playing in the College competition can be expected to travel 
all round greater Wellington for their fixtures, so parental support 
will be essential for transport.  B Higson, Convenor of Soccer 

Volleyball 
 
The St Bernard’s Senior Volleyball Team competed in the Wellington Schools Championships on the 13/14 March. They met Mana      
College in a competitive final in front of 500 spectators. Mana won the first set 25-22 and in the second set St Bernard’s fought back from 
24-20 to 24-all before finally going down 26-24.  Three boys were selected for the Tournament Team J Moananu, N Tino and S  Mua’au. 
Thanks to Mr Hart for taking the team to this event. 
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p 04 560 9250 
f 04 560 9251 
e office@sbc.school.nz 
w www.sbc.school.nz 

Physical/Postal Address 
183 Waterloo Road 
Lower Hutt 5010 
New Zealand 
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Term 1    Monday  2 February  Thursday 9 April 
Term 2    Monday 27 April  Friday 3 July 
Term 3    Monday 20 July  Friday 25 September 
Term 4    Monday 12 October  Thursday 10 December* 
* or to a day in December which ensures that the school has been open for       
instruction for 380 half-days in 2009 

Free 
Doctors consultation   
at St Bernard’s College  
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Health Clinic Staff can offer support and 
treatment .Make an appointment if you need: 
 

�� Asthma inhalers  
�     Advice on skin 
�     To sort out stress 
�     Free prescriptions 
 

 

Clinic Opens :  
Monday  8.30—11.30 

Wednesday  8.30—11.30.  
 Dr Beena Hegde will be in attendance 

Wednesday 9am—12 noon 
�  570-0883 
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Opening Hours: 
Monday    8:15 to 9:00am  
Thursday  12:30 to 1:30pm 
 

Second Hand Uniform  
 

We have a small supply of ‘Pre-
loved’     uniform items which are sold ‘on 
behalf’ of school families. Please �  Tania 
on        587-0024 for enquiries. �5	�-�2��

Entertainment Books  - This is one of our major fundraisers for the school and your 
support and efforts in selling the books is greatly appreciated.   

Books will be distributed between 27 March and 4 Ap ril.  Please send your        
payment, or unsold books back to the school. �

LEARN TO PLAY TENNIS  
Holiday Programme For Primary School 

Children 
Supported by HVTA 

 
Dates:    Monday 20, Tuesday 21 and       
 Wednesday 22 April, 2009.    
 (wet or fine ) 
 

Venue:  Mitchell Park   
(Mitchell Street, Lower Hutt)   
 

1.00-2.00 pm  Boys from 9 years  
 
Cost:   $26.00 for the 3 days.   
 Money to be paid on the first day.   
 

Registration:  Contact Gary Nelson  
          Ph. 5897178 or  
 Email -  a.nelson@xtra.co.nz 
  By Tuesday 14 April, 2009 .  
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A reminder that sports fees were due on Friday 6 March. Please attend to this if you have 
not already done so. 
Coming Up:  
 

CSW Senior Tennis Championships 
CSW Golf Championships 

SPORTS 

Board of Trustees 
 

At the first Board meeting of this year Stephanie Baucke was re-elected   Chairperson, 
with Brother Doug Dawick re-elected Deputy Chair.  Congratulations to Mrs Baucke and 
Br Doug on their  re-election. 
 

A special note of thanks to our Board for their voluntary efforts, ongoing  contributions 
and tireless support of the College. 
 

Your Board of Trustee Representatives are: 
Trustees: 
Jo Culhane 
Angus Hartley 
John Lambert 
Vita Reid-Tuala 
Paul Saggers 
Brian Slade 
Savae Time 
Brenten Higson (Staff Trustee) 
Blessing Mbenjele (Student Trustee) 
 
 

We would also like to say thank you to Christine Walkerdine for her industrious efforts 
as she steps down as a Proprietor’s Trustee and wish her well for the  future.  

 BoT Secretary�

Proprietor’s Trustees: 
Stephanie Baucke 
Paul Clausen 
Br Doug Dawick 
Sr Trish Hanaray 

Sponsors of the St Bernard’s  
College Newsletter 


