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Kia Ora Tatou 
We have hit the ground running this term. Our Polynesian group performed 
magnificently at the Wellington Tu Tangata festival during the first week 
and later again at our Pacifica variety night in the second week of term. I 
have watched these boys put in hours and hours of practice in their own 
time over the last term and commend them, not only for the quality of their 
performance, but also for the example they set in terms of their  
commitment to success. Thanks also to our Pacifika parent group for  
organizing the variety night and to Ms Uili for her hours of time freely given 
to help and guide these boys. 
At the time of writing this Newsletter our Seniors have only about nine ‘school weeks’ of class 
time before they are into their external examinations.  One week of that will be taken up by 
practice exams. Given the amount of internal assessment work going on it is not a term for 
mucking around.  I have to say that reading through all of our boys’ reports over the holidays I 
was really impressed with the level of effort of the majority of them. Most of our boys engage in 
their learning in a positive way and certainly the tone of this school is one of wanting to do well. 
Having said this, some of our boys – particularly at the more junior levels, struggle with this at 
times. These years can be quite tough for many boys as they grow into manhood and battle 
with what apparently is a ‘pre-programmed’ need to push limits and grow their own sense of 
self-identity,  self-esteem and sense of mana.  It can take real courage, during this time of  
insecurity,  for a boy who is struggling with his learning to stay the course… risk “being seen to 
fail” and keep working with his teachers to achieve. I have nothing but the highest admiration 
for our boys who do this! 
It’s actually a real privilege as teachers to be part of this growing-time for our boys. It is a ‘job’ 
where you get to help people create futures for themselves in terms of their academic  
pathways. It is also a ‘job’ where you work with families to help each individual boy grow into 
their awesome potential.  This is particularly true of our school where our kaupapa – our reason 
for existing – is the Gospel. We are not a place that judges, criticises, condemns or punishes 
our boys towards success  – we are a place where we set clear expectations for our boys and 
then guide, encourage,  explain,  persist and support them towards greatness.   
And at the risk of being told off for writing too much again by Vicki in the office – a quick story 
about what I mean by an example of “greatness”.  At our Pacifica night I was commiserating 
with a Year 12 First XV student from another College whose team had unfortunately been 
knocked out in their quarter final in Premier 1. They’d beaten our first XV heavily during the 
season.   I said something to him about the experience building big hearts in the team etc. etc.  
He looked at me for a bit and said…  “…it’s your team that had the big hearts!”  Congratulations 
to our First XV boys (and the many boys called in to play as injuries hit) who persisted, never 
gave up and displayed true courage throughout a tough season always against physically much 
bigger sides.  Greatness and winning are not always the same thing! 
We have had some bereavement within our College community over the last two weeks. Ian 
Baker,  a stalwart of our College Parents and Friends Association, and Grandfather of one of 
our boys,  was laid to rest  during the first week of term.  Ms Jeanne Lomax also lost a brother 
and Jill, one of our teacher aides, lost her husband last week.  We also have one of our young 
men in year 7 who has lost his Dad.  As a Community we are present for these families in their 
time of grief and continue to pray and offer our support to all of them in any way that we can. 
 

Nga mihi nui   
Simon Stack 
Principal 

This year the event was held at the Michael Fowler Centre on Wednesday 27 July. At our rehearsal on the day, our group was so 
good, they were told that they would perform second to last on the night. This was a lovely surprise for our boys and a wonderful way to 
honour their hard work and commitment in the lead up to the event. 
 

On the night our Poly Club were sensational! They were great ambassadors for our college, their families and their Pacific people. As a  
result, for the first time, our boys have gained NCEA credits in Dance for this performance. At level One, two achieved with Merit and three 
achieved with Excellence. At level Two, one achieved the standard, one achieved with Merit and eight achieved with Excellence. At level 
Three, one achieved at the standard, two achieved with Merit and three achieved with Excellence. 
 

I would like to acknowledge the amazing leaders who worked tirelessly to plan and choreograph all the items and who also organised and 
attended every practise, leading always by example. I would also like to acknowledge all the students in the Poly Club who committed them-
selves to attending weekly rehearsals, and who on the night gave it all they had! Finally, I would like to acknowledge and thank our Board of 
Trustees, our Principal Simon Stack, members of staff and parents who supported the Poly Club in various ways.  
God bless you all! 

Tu Tangata 2016  

The Tu Tangata festival is organised by 
the Tu Tangata Komiti for secondary 
schools in the Wellington region to  
celebrate Pacific people, their languages, 
their cultures, songs and dances. 

In the last six years, we have had the 
privilege to be one of only two secondary 
schools outside the Wellington region to 
be invited to take part in this prestigious 
event.  



 Special CharacterSpecial Character 

Fourviere Day Celebrations - 200 Years of the Marist Family 
Two hundred years ago, on 23 July 1816, twelve Marist aspirants, 
priests and seminarians, climbed the hill to the shrine of Our Lady of 
Fourvière in Lyon. They placed their promise to found the Society of 
Mary on the altar while Mass was celebrated. After communion they 
read out their declaration promising to devote themselves to the  
foundation of the Society of Mary.  
 

St Bernard’s College celebrated and commemorated this special 
event by organising a hikoi to the far North, the birthplace of Marists 
in New Zealand. So in their school holidays, ten senior students  
arrived at the airport at 7.30am on the 20th of July to fly to Auckland 
and then rode in a van the rest of the way to Paihia as their first stop, 
with a quick ferry ride over to Kororareka/Russell to visit the  
Pompallier Mission, the building where the first Marist Brothers made 
Bibles and Prayer books translated into Maori. Our students got to 
see first-hand how hard life must have been for these early French 
missionaries. The next two days spent in Paihia brought visits to the 
Waitangi Treaty grounds, Kerikeri Mission and Stone Store, New  
Zealand’s oldest surviving stone building and the fantastic cruise 
around the Bay of Island where we even saw a humpback whale. 

Day three saw us travel 
to Totara Point which 
was the spot in the 
Hokianga where Bishop 
Pompallier said the first 
Catholic Mass, it was a 
very peaceful and 

beautiful experience. We then drove onto Ngai Tupotu Marae in  
Motukaraka where we were greeted with a very heartfelt and  
welcoming powhiri and Yr 12 student Tino Mahowa represented the 
St Bernard’s family with Mana and  
dignity. Our stay there was a real  
highlight, the views spectacular over 
the Hokianga harbour and the food 
overflowing.  
 

 
The next day was the Fourviere anniversary and we celebrated this 
with a liturgy at St Mary’s Church at Motuti with Pa Henare Tait and 
local iwi. In this Church we were gifted with the opportunity to touch 
and look upon Bishop Pompalliers’ casket that contains his remains. 
A very emotional and uplifting experience for all. We stayed to also 
learn about the history of the place and the Marists in the area. 
 

Our trip concluded with a night in Opononi where we went on a night 
tour through the Waipoua forest to visit Tane Mahuta. This was a very 
spiritual evening where the Maori guide opened our eyes to the past 
and the importance of taking care of our land for the future. 
 

Our whole-hearted thanks go out to the Marist Community  
Development Trust for paying for the flights, the Parents and Friends  
Association for organising sausage sizzle fundraisers and donating a 
little extra, and to our parents who generously supported their sons’ in 
being able to be involved in this very inspiring hikoi. 

ScienceScience  

ICAS Science 2016. This year we had 93 students from Yr 7 to Yr 13 
entered. Thank you to all the students who had the courage to enter. 
Congratulations to Daniel Henderson who gained a High Distinction 
award. (Top 1% of NZ and Pacific). The 5 students who gained a 
Distinction (Top 10% of NZ and Pacific) were: Colton Longstaff,  
Joseph Devine, Darrel Katumbu, Tauariki Ross-Hotene, Aidan  
Watson. We also had 21 students attain a Credit award.  (Top 25% 
of NZ Pacific) and 8 students who gained Merit award (top 50% of 
NZ and Pacific). 58 Students gained a certificate of participation. 
 

 Science fair. This year we had 204 exhibits which is an excellent 
achievement. Our exhibition was viewed by a visiting English  
science educationist who was a key note speaker at the biannual 
Science teachers conference.  He was awe struck at both the quality 
and quantity of exhibits. He had tried a similar event in England but it 
lasted 1 year. We were even mentioned in his address at the  
conference. Science fairs are not common and others the size of 
ours are very rare. Thank you to all the parents and students that put 
considerable time and effort into producing such quality scientific 
investigations. 
Senior subject tutorials.  Thanks to David Housden who has been 
holding scholarship workshops for the past 10 weeks. These  
students are busily working up to 6.00pm once a week. When the 
winter sports season stops after school tutorials will be held for Yr 11 
science and other senior subjects. Please suggest to your son that 
such tutorials will be beneficial. 
Revision material. Fold out notes at $13 (retail price is $19) and past 
examination papers at $13 (retail price is $19) or $22 for both are 
available from Mr Higson. There is also level 1 mathematics and 
biology/chemistry level 2 material available.  
Senior practice exams. These are now only 5 weeks away. Every 
students must take these examinations very seriously. They are the 
last opportunity for the student to gauge their level of understanding 
prior to the NCEA examinations n November. 
Thomas Mingins. Brain Bee competition. Thomas went to Auckland 
to participate in round 2 of this prestigious competition. Thomas was 
placed in a team with 3 other students and they came top of the 
mixed teams of which there were 20+. Brilliant work Thomas. 

Our director of Religious Studies, 
Tara Quinney was awarded a 
scholarship from the Upper Hutt 
Business and Professional  
Women’s Club.   
Tara stood out  against the other 
candidates with her passion for 
her career and her future  
aspirations. She plans to use the 
scholarship towards her study for 
a Masters in Educational  
Leadership and  Management. 

ScholarshipScholarship  



 

ArtsArts  

Te epetoma o Te reo Māori Kuki Airani 
31.7.2016 – 6. 8 .2016 

Our College celebrated this week with a display of Arts Crafts and 
Music from the Cook Islands. 
The Theme for 2016 is: 
“Kia ariki au I toku tupuranga    ka ora uatu rai toku reo” 
Which translated means: 
“To embrace my heritage my language lives on” 
This was the first time our college has taken part in the Cook Island 
Language week. 

Our display was set up in the Interview Room. Many people came to 
view these items like Mr Stack and teacher’s pupils and visitors to the 
college. There were many comments on the display which were all 
favourable. It’s has been a wonderful opportunity to be a part of this 
week and I would like to say thank you to Miss Calcinai for helping 
me organise such an amazing event. The 
lending of these precious treasures helped to 
make the week a success. 
I stand tall and proud of  
My Cook Island heritage   
Meitaki ma'ata  
 

Centauri Thompson  

SportSport  

Cook Island Maori Language Cook Island Maori Language 

WeekWeek  

Darts 
In the school holidays 18 students from Lower Hutt qualified for and 
competed in the Junior/Youth Darts Nationals in Auckland.  They 
competed in singles, pairs and mixed pairs. Jorden-Jay Stone and 
Hunter Grindlay represented the Wainuiomata and Hutt clubs  
respectively. Hunter Grindlay and his partner Wade Kernachan 
played against Jorden-Jay’s team and won the Junior Boys Pairs so 
are National Champs! 
Hunter also made the top 8 in the singles losing 
to Jorden-Jay in the quarter finals.  Jorden-Jay 
unfortunately got knocked out in the semis. 
Congratulations go out to both of these boys 
and in particular to Hunter who was also  
selected for the Tournament team which is picked by two selectors 
over the 3 days of competition. 
Football 
St Bernard's College is very proud of Sefa Mamea-Hind who was 

selected to represent Samoa in the U17 
Oceania Tournament. 
Sefa played a full 90 minutes in their 
game against Tonga and was named to 
play against the Cook Islands. Sefa has 
made the most of the amazing  
opportunity that he has been given, he 
has trained hard and gave 100 percent ! 

Rugby 
The St Bernard’s under 65kg rugby team has had a strong season 
this year. After starting the year with a couple of disappointing losses 
in preseason games, the boys improved their training ready for the 
start of the season proper. After a close loss to St Pats Town in their 
first grading game the boys picked themselves up and won their next 
two grading games to gain entry to the top division. The season did 
not start easy with our first four matches against the big four of  
Wellington rugby: Rongotai, Wellington College, Silverstream, and St 
Pats Town. The boys regrouped well under captain Tonyano Eneliko, 
and were able to play as a team and work together to come away 
with four wins. The team is currently undefeated with seven wins 
from seven matches and are playing with unity and passion and a 
little bit of individual brilliance from Jorden-Jay Stone, Thomas Gillatt, 
and Vaughan Benton. Their most recent achievement is in qualifying 
for a home semi-final with a match to play. The boys are  
representing St Bernard’s well in the way they play and train and 
would love to have your support. Great thank you to the coaches 
Lance Ehu and Leigh Rangiwhetu for the way they are organising 
this team and allowing them to play their best together. The semi-
final is scheduled for Saturday 13th August and should be played at 
St Bernard’s College, check the college sport website for details. 
Cross Country 
A big congratulations to Cameron 
Forsyth who represented St  
Bernard's College as a member of 
the Lower Hutt Team at the 2016 
Wellington Regional Primary 
School Cross Country  
Championships held at Waikanae 
Park on the 5th of July 2016. 
His excellent achievement of third place in the Yr 8 boys race, means 
he will now compete as part of the Wellington team at the Inter-
Regional  event which is to be held at the end of September.  

Appointment of Director of Sport to the College 
The Board of Trustees is pleased to announce the appointment of 
Mr Andrew Cavill to the new position of College Director of Sport.   
Andrew has extensive experience in sports development and  
management and comes to us from his position as the Coaching and 
Development Manager for Marlborough Cricket. Apart from his  
significant experience as a representative level cricket coach and 
player Andrew brings with him a wealth of experience in planning and 
strategic development. 
 

We know that sport matters a lot in many of our boy’s lives. Over 
60% of our students are involved in co-curricular sport and we want 
to improve how well we do in this area as well as increasing the  
opportunities available to all of our students. As part of this  
philosophy we are also very keen to increase the opportunities for 
our Yr7 and 8 boys to be able to represent the College in organized 
sport. 

Board Of TrusteesBoard Of Trustees  



  
Contact DetailsContact Details 

Diary NotesDiary Notes  PFS NewsPFS News  

The PFS meet on the first Thursday of each 
month at 7.30pm in the school staffroom and we 
would love to have you join us.  It is a great way 
to get to meet other parents and get first-hand 

knowledge of school happenings. 
Please contact Felicity (Fliss) Hislop for more 
details Email:  fliss.john@xtra.co.nz 
            Phone:  021-369-748 

St Bernard’s College Old Boys  
Association. 
 
Revamped in 2014 if you know any  
Old Boys please contact   
 

Dominic Outtrim 
Email:     douttrim@sbc.school.nz 
Phone:    560-9250 ext 855 
Mobile 021 876 6669 

2016 
Term 3   25 July  to  23 September 
 

Term 4    10 October  to  13 December 
2017 

Term 1     31st January start for new students 
 and some seniors. 
 1st February - full school start. 

Term DatesTerm Dates  

August 
18 Yr10 NCEA Parent Evening  
19 NCEA Fees Due 
24 Pasifika Meeting 
September 
8 PFS Meeting 
9 - 14 Senior Exams 
23 Senior Reports  

Full school calendar is available on the school website   
www.sbc.school.nz 

P:04 560 9250 
F:04 560 9251 
E:office@sbc.school.nz 
W:www.sbc.school.nz 

Physical/Postal Address 
183 Waterloo Road 
Lower Hutt 5010 
New Zealand 

Leaving School During School Hours 
 

If your son needs to leave school during the day 
please follow these steps. 

1. Send him with a note explaining why he is 
leaving 

2. He needs to get that signed by his dean 
3. Bring the note to the office when he is leaving. 
4. Sign out. 

Payment Of School Charges  
The school prefers all school fees to be paid directly to our bank account.   
ASB Queensgate  12-3142-0164653-00. 
Please include your son’s first name and surname, in the reference fields.   
Receipts are issued for all payments and given to students in class. 
If you are facing financial difficulties please contact The Business Manager.   

RemindersReminders  
Opening Hours 
Monday        8.15 to 9am  
Wednesday  10.30 to11am 
Thursday      12.30 to 1.30pm 
BYOD  
The Uniform Shop now stocks an ideal device 
for your BYOD needs. 
Contact: Vicki Foss 
E-mail vfoss@sbc.school.nz 
Phone: 560-9250 ext 865 

Contact Details 
It is very important that we are able to contact you, especially 
in case of an emergency. Please make sure we have your 
current contact information. 

SBCOBASBCOBA  Uniform ShopUniform Shop  

FREE 

Nurse’s consultation at  
St Bernard’s College 

 

See the office for  
Appointments with our school nurse 

Karen Dodson 

Thursday Morning or Friday afternoon 
 

Free appointments with a doctor are  

available at the VIBE Clinic. 
They can be made through the nurse,  

Or directly with VIBE 
 

 Nurse: 570-0883       Vibe:566-0525 

Career FocusCareer Focus   

Maori CalendarMaori Calendar  

Upcoming dates on St Bernard’s College’s Māori 
community calendar 

Term Three  
Trip to Kāpiti Island for Juniors  
   – Thru 15 and Fri 16 Sep  
Term Four 
Ki-O-Rahi tournament for Y7/8s – Mon  3 Dec  

Congratulations!  Zac Whiteside who attended a Digital Illustration Course during the 
holidays has been recognised for an ACG Yoobee Creative Excellence Award.  
These awards are only given to top performing students who are believed to show 
tremendous potential in the creative industry. Well done Zac. 
Online applications for Universities are now open. Students may apply to as many 
universities as they wish.  This gives  you the option to decide later on your  
preference if more than one university is being considered. Applications are also 
open for Accommodation in the Halls so students intending studying out of town need 
to get onto this. 
There are many Scholarships offered by individual universities so students are  
encouraged to go to the University websites and see what you can apply for.  Every 
year thousands of dollars of scholarships remain unused due to students thinking 
there is nothing there for them. Apply – you may be pleasantly surprised! 
Any assistance or questions feel  free to email  
Jeanne Lomax: jlomax@sbc.school.nz  
Jan Connor: jconnor@sbc.school.nz. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
Saturday 15th October 2016 

 In the Gymnasium at 7pm for a 7:30pm start. 
Tickets $10 each.  

Ring Fliss to book on 021-369-748 
Calling all wonderful parents, caregivers and SBC 
supporters.  We need your help. 
If you can sponsor a table, provide some raffle 
items or purchase and/ or sell tickets, please  
contact us, or drop donated items off to the school 
office. 
This is the big fundraiser of the PFS calendar so 
your support is really valued. Help us to have a 
brilliant night and at the same time, support our 
fabulous school community. Watch out for flyers 
advertising this fantastic event coming soon. 

Sr Ruth celebrating 40 years as a Presentation Sister 

NCEA FeesNCEA Fees  

NCEA Fees are due by the 19th August 
In 2016 the fee is $76.70 
NZQA requires St Bernard’s College to col-
lect fees for all students entering NCEA 
Financial assistance is available for more 
information contact the school office. 

mailto:fliss.john@xtra.co.nz
mailto:jlomax@sbc.school.nz

