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COMMUNITY SUMMARY 
 
St Bernard’s College is visibly a Catholic community with its numerous tiled crosses on the front fence, the 
magnificent stained glass window of St Marcellin Champagnat, the memorial garden and the newly erected 
front signage with Cardinal Dew’s quote “To Stand on Life-Giving ground”.  
 
On entering the College the celebration of the students’ success with trophies and cups displayed reminds 
everyone that the boys are central to the college. 
 
The board fully supports the Catholic Character of the College by providing generous funding for RE re-
sources, staff professional development and Special Character events. 
 
The principal is new this year and he is building a strong relationship with the Board, senior management 
team, the DRS and the parish. He is enthusiastic and enjoys working with the students. One teacher com-
mented that his leadership style is “not a lead from the front but I’m in this with you”. The staff know that they 
have “absolute permission to put Catholic Character first”. 
 
The DRS is extremely competent in helping to lead and support the Catholic Character of St Bernard’s Col-
lege. There is a strong workable relationship between the Principal and the DRS. The DRS is well support by 
an assistant DRS and Religious Education Teachers who are faith-filled practicing Catholics, who give solid 
witness to their faith.                                               
 
Prayer is a strength of the College. Staff briefings start with prayer and reflections, and occur three times a 
week. Every day starts with prayer for the boys and regular prayer is integral to their daily routine.  
 
The spirituality of the boys is evident in their confidence and willingness to discuss prayer, a living faith and 
the brotherhood of the college. Interviewed students stated that “RE lessons are not limited, they apply to the 
way we live our lives”. Student spirituality is being nurtured with a love of God that is lived each day. 
 
Surveyed parents commented positively on the friendly and caring relationships between staff and students. 
They feel welcome and are happy with the positive and supportive atmosphere at the college. 
 
The New Zealand Catholic Bishop’s Curriculum, ‘Education in Faith’ is taught effectively in this school at all 
levels.  In this school the Religious Education curriculum is well planned.  
 
There is positive communication between students, Parents and Religious Education teachers through the 
College Reporting system. RE Teachers also contact parents with any concerns around assessments. As a 
Teaching Department, there is effective communication between all RE teachers. 
 
 
The reviewers would like to thank the St. Bernard’s College community for the very warm welcome that was 
extended to them during the review. 



Yatta! We did it!   
Our group, comprising of 14 Japanese students and 3 staff, arrived home from an awesome 13 day experience 
in Japan at the end of the July school holidays.  We travelled to Tokyo, Hiroshima, Kyoto and Joetsu before 
returning briefly to Tokyo.   
During our visit we had a wide range of experiences from learning about the history of the Catholic Church in 
Japan to cooking Okonomiyaki in Hiroshima to theme parks in Tokyo and learning to do Zen meditation at a 
beautiful Buddhist temple.  Our students were excellent ambassadors for St Bernard’s College and their  
families.   
We were blessed with the most amazing homestay families in Joetsu and were blown away by the hospitality 
of our host school, Joetsu High School.  The boys drew crowds for a performance they gave at the Joetsu 
Town Hall and they impressed the Mayor with their insights into Japanese life and how it compares to New  
Zealand.  
We would like to thank our many sponsors and supporters from SBC and our wider community.  Special thanks 
has to go to the exceptional team at AFS Joetsu for their organisation of our homestays and to our homestay 
families who were brilliant and treated us like gold – honto ni arigatou gozaimashita!!   
We are extremely grateful to the staff and students of Joetsu High School for allowing us an insight into  
Japanese school life – on many different levels. Thank you to the families of the participants for your support 
from the start of this journey.  It was great seeing your daily support on our blog space.  The 14 students were 
supportive of each other and took up every opportunity to engage with the language and culture of Japan – 
thank you all.  
 Lastly I have to thank Mrs Dickinson and Mr Lawrence for all their help and support – it was invaluable.  

Otsukaresamadeshita!   
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