
The mural panels displayed on the front 
side of the canteen were painted by Yr 12  
students as their final pieces based on a 
researched task about personal patterns 
incorporating their personal interests and/
or cultural backgrounds/identities. This 
project was for one of the internal  
assessments in Visual Arts NCEA Level 
2.  The Yr 12 art students whose works 
are on display are; Jack Bishop, Joseph 
Dalton, Kura Hauwaho, Kiannu Kohika, 
Jaden Muscara, Hami Paranihi-Nuku, Jack 
Peratiaki, Zac Whiteside, Hakalia Tavite 

   

Student Trustee  

The Board would like to congratulate and 
welcome Juan Paolo Lopez as the new 
Student Trustee. 
 

The Board would also like to thank the out
-going Student Trustee, Anthony Pan, for 
generously committing his time and  
energy to his fellow students and the  
College.  We wish Anthony every success 
for his future. 

It turns out that ERO may be reading our newsletters as they obviously 
took that comment as an invitation and were on site for the first two weeks 
of this term to do our 3 yearly review.  While not exactly stress-free it was 
a really positive experience…not just for us but for the ERO team as well given their comments 
around this to the Board. Your sons were awesomely welcoming as usual and did us proud in 
the Powhiri as well as in the many interactions they had with the ERO team. Having just  
received the draft report I am sure that you as parents and care-givers will be very happy with 
where we are at and the direction that we are heading. The final report should be released in 
January and will be posted onto our website then.  
The end of the school year rapidly approaches. As always seems to be the case in schools 
there is no sense of winding down. If anything the days become more hectic with trying to fit 
everything in. The staff are once again working hard writing reports, finalizing Teacher  
Judgements and assessment results, planning fieldtrips and other end of year events all on top 
of their “day-job” of preparing lessons and teaching the boys. 
To add to the mix we are also in the midst of planning and enabling some quite significant 
changes in the way we structure some things here at the College in 2017. As I reported to you 
in a previous newsletter the whole staff spent much of term 3 working in groups to look at how 
we do things and look at other possibilities – all with the aim of improving the outcomes for our 
boys.   
Structure of our day. In 2017 we will be moving to a daily timetable based around five 1 hour 
learning times. Each day will have exactly the same times and there will be no shortening of 
periods or having the majority of our teaching times being less than one hour as happens at 
present. This will allow for a much more predictable environment without the often heard  
question “what time does period 2 start?”…the usual answer being  “that depends on what day 
it is”. The day will finish at 3pm as at present. Unfortunately this also  means that we will be 
losing the 90 minute longer learning block we currently have. This longer learning time has 
been great for many students and  
teachers…but it also true to say it has been less great for others. Moving forward  as a College, 
particularly as many of our small and compartmentalized learning spaces are revitalized by the 
College Proprietor and we move to full BYOD and make this the focus of our professional  
development the longer learning block model will likely be back as it can offer many advantages 
particularly when well used and resourced.   
Tutor system. Our senior tutor classes will have a maximum of 16 students and our junior  
classes will have two tutor teachers with each class. We will have a one hour tutor period once 
per week with the focus on individual academic monitoring and mentoring for every student.    
Reporting. We will be moving away from the twice yearly written reports to a system of more 
regular reporting. Some of this reporting to you will be on-line using the “parent portal” and be 
based around assessment feedback/feed-forward and some will be through a weekly 
“engagement report” for every student in every subject. We will retain the short meet and greet 
type parent interview at the start of the year but there will be full half hour “learning-
conferences” with you and your son later in the year linked in with course planning for the  
subsequent year.  
Fuller details on all of this will be relayed to you in the new year. You can however be assured 
that as your College we are not afraid to try new things that we feel will enhance the success of 
your sons. Underlying all of this is the fundamental ‘student-centeredness’ of this College, 
based on our firm Catholic belief in the dignity of each of your sons – a strength that was  
certainly evident to ERO on their visit to us.  
 

Simon Stack 
Principal 
 

 Kia ora koutou – greetings to you all. 
In the June newsletter I wrote the following in the context of the Special Character 
Review the College had just been through “Personally I welcome this sort of review, 
as I do ERO reviews, as although it is a bit of work getting everything organized it is 
also a great chance to get good objective feedback on what we are doing well and 
what we could be doing better.” 



 Special CharacterSpecial Character 
Term four is often a very busy time of year for special character in 
the college. There are end of year liturgies, year level Masses,  
leadership retreats and farewells to our senior students that are all 
taking place. In other schools these experiences would be seen as 
unnecessary disruptions but at St Bernard’s College a holistic  
education of our students that values all aspects of their human  
dignity is our belief. We may be preparing them for their future 
careers but we also look to their future and endeavour to prepare 
these young men for how they will choose to spend the remaining 
two thirds of their life. 
 

This term it was our pleasure to farewell our Yr 13 students at the 
leavers Mass held at Sacred Heart Petone Church. This Mass was 
celebrated by Fr John Quang and he was joined by Fr Andrew Kim. 
Students planned the music and the other parts of the Mass and it 
was great to see such an amazing turn out from the year group as 
well as from teachers, friends and family. During this Mass each  
student was presented with a medal of St Bernard as their leaving 
gift and this was generously sponsored by the St Bernard’s College 
Old Boy’s Association with many of their members also being in  
attendance. This special occasion was followed by a dinner for all at 
the Petone Workingmen’s Club with speeches and other festivities. 
We wish our Yr 13 leavers all the very best in their future journeys 
and encourage them to seek out their local Catholic Parish  
community in whichever new town or city they end up in. 

We also celebrated our Yr 11 Mass which had a Tokelauan flavour 
for Tokelauan language week. All Tokelauan students and their  
families were invited to this Mass and many boys spent a lot of 
lunchtimes preparing for this Mass. Unfortunately Tokelauan Priest 
Fr Penehe Patelesio never made it to the Mass but Fr Andrew Kim 
did an amazing job stepping in at the last minute and he gave a  
wonderful sermon about being a second language learner. A big 
thanks also goes out to Lui Ioane for a lot of the organisation. 
 

Yr 12 retreat this term was also an excellent occasion with the  
students and their teachers staying overnight outside at school for 14 
hours homeless. The students learnt about empathy and leadership 
for next year and raised $1600 for the Soup Kitchen, which feeds the 
dinner service for three weeks! 

ArtsArts  

ComputingComputing  
Computer Skills ICAS Success for SBC 2016 
 

Earlier this year 24 students from years 7 to 10 participated in the 
2016 Computer Skills ICAS competition.  It is pleasing to report that 
the following students gained a Credit award (roughly placing them 
in the top 30% of all NZ candidates).   
 

Yr 7 Credit:   Oliver Raynor  
Yr 8 Credit:   Marcus Kowalczyk and Joseph Thomson 
Yr 9 Credit:   Justin Smith and Keanu Templonuevo 
Yr 10 Credit: Joseph Devine, William Johnson, Ben Kong  
                    and James Ybanez 
 

The following student produced an outstanding performance in the 
examination and gained a Distinction grade. 
 Yr 7 Distinction:         Angus Johnson 

The Arrival  
This year, Yr 7 and 8 students have  
created and prepared a musical  
involving devised drama, dance and musical compositions,  
costumes, props and backdrops. Created from scratch with only a 
picture book for guidance, it has been a journey of faith in each  
other for staff and students alike. 

The 10th November was a wild day in 
terms of weather and a long day for the 
Yr 7 and 8s in the Little Theatre. We  
began rehearsing at 9am and managed 
two rehearsals before our first show at 
1pm. Students from Ss Peter and Paul 
and Sacred Heart schools enjoyed our 

first performance which was a little quicker than expected with so 
much adrenalin and intent around. Nevertheless, it was great to 
have survived the first performance of three!! 
Despite the rain, we were ready for our remaining performances at 
4 and 6pm, and realised the benefit of it all in our final performance 
where nothing was forgotten, all three acts ran swimmingly and we 
appreciated the applause and  
congratulations of friends and family 
members. Feedback has been positive 
from staff and students alike so be  
prepared for the next level of  
performance in 2017. 
 
Vocal Outreach/Choir group 
A group of 15 Yr 7-8 students have been rehearsing weekly to  
perform at the opening of the new Te Omanga Hospice premises in 
Petone. Last week, their first performance at Ss Peter and Paul 
school assembly was well received and we are looking forward to 
tomorrow’s longer presentation before next week’s Christmas  
Concert. 
 

What Christmas concert?? 
See the poster here for  
details. All students who 
have had Instrumental  
lessons this year are  
vigorously encouraged to 
perform for parents and 
friends at this concert. The 
Vocal Outreach will also be 
performing. 

On Tuesday 1 November the 10 Economics students hosted Market 
day at SBC. Each group worked hard to develop a product idea and 
worked cooperatively with their group members to produce, market 
and sell their products during lunchtime to the community of St  
Bernard’s College.  
The winners on Market Day  
Best Promotion: DuctDuckGoose 
Best Display of Products: Harambe 
Highest Sales: Conyonia Inc  
Best Teamwork: Tasty Bakery  

Market DayMarket Day  



 

Talofa lava! In the last school 
holidays, the first ever St 
Bernard’s College Language 
trip to Samoa took flight and 
what an amazing and life 
changing experience it was 
for all. I was privileged to have an incredible team of teachers, 
parents and students to work and travel with. They were: 
Yr 12: Kitiona Vaofusi, Javaan Skelton, Sefa Mamea-Hind, Reuben 
Misa, Aloysius Duffy  
Yr 11: Nathaniel Perez, Iequarne Te Wiki-Mu, Zjak Pula, Lui Ioane, 
Johnny Hadfield, Adam Smith  
Yr 10: Codey Walter, Sam Manusina, Jacob Smith  
Teachers and Parents: Mrs Uili, Mrs Johnson, Ms Lomax, Miss 
Masoe (Wellington East Girls College) Tolu Aukusitino Smith, Mufua 
Smith, Isapella Duffy, Feala Manusina, Iosia Misa, Maryanne Misa, 
Luisa Tuisamoa, Mitch Nyberg.  
Samoa was incredibly HOT and drinking 3-4 bottles of water or more, 
became the new norm for our group! 
We started our trip with a tour of Upolu where we visited the Robert 
Louis Stevenson Museum, the Cultural Village where we  
experienced an Ava ceremony, learnt how to make an umu and  
witnessed the traditional practice of tattooing the Pe’a (men’s tatau or 
tattoo). Then it was off to To Sua 
swimming hole (Samoa’s number 

SportSport  

Samoan Language TripSamoan Language Trip  

Rugby 
St Bernard’s college rugby is pleased to announce Mr Logan  
Ngatuere-Ongley (SBC 2008 - 2014) to the position of head coach for 
the 1st XV for the 2017 season. Logan is a proud old-boy and has 
been studying towards an exercise and sport science degree since 
he left St Bernard's and has ambitions to become a professional  
rugby coach. We would like to take this opportunity to thank last  
season’s head coach Mr Russel Shaw (SBC 1983 - 1988) who has 
given outstanding service to SBC rugby in the last 5 years. Mr Shaw 
moves onto a role with Petone RFC Premier 2 team and we wish him 
all the best in his new role. We also have the privilege of having the 
new director of rugby at HOBM -Mr Josh Syms- at SBC running skills 
sessions every Monday on the back field at 2.45. All players who 
would like to be considered for next year’s 1st XV need to attend  
every one of those sessions, unless they are involved in summer 
sport. 

In term three, Mark Tupu’s parents entered 
him into the Regional Samoan Speech  
Competition, where Mark came second in 
the Yr 9 category. He then represented the  
Wellington region in the National Samoan 
Speech Competition held in Auckland and 
came second overall in the Yr 9 section. This 
is a magnificent achievement for Mark, who 
competed against the best speakers in his 
year level. He admits that he was very  
nervous, but that having his parents and two 
brothers in Auckland to support him, made it 
a whole lot easier. Mark says that he owes his success to his father 
who mentored him throughout the whole process. Next year, Mark 
intends to compete again with his younger brother and challenges 
other Samoan speaking students to give it a go! 

Samoan Speech CompetitionSamoan Speech Competition  

 
The junior touch team finished second to HIB’s in the final 
losing 5-2. This is a fantastic result considering there were 12 teams 
from the Wellington Region competing and completes a very  
successful year for Touch at SBC. 

one tourist attraction) and Lalomanu Beach. Day two we caught 
the Ferry to Savai’i and went on a tour of Savai’i were we visited 
the Alofaaga blowholes, walked on the lava fields, learnt how to 
make a Siapo (Tapa Cloth) from the branch of a Mulberry tree 
and swim with turtles.  
Sunday morning at 7:30am we attended Mass at Mulivai  
Cathedral which was absolutely breath-taking! The ambience and the presence of God was so  

evident. It is an experience I know we will never forget. This was followed by a couple of days with our families, living the village life,  
followed by our visits to three schools. The first was Mulivai Primary School – a Marist boys primary school, then St Joseph’s College – a 
Marist boys college and Apia Primary School. The reception from these schools was overwhelming, as they greeted us with necklaces made 
from fresh fragrant flowers and welcomed us with Samoan songs, dances and delicious food. Apia Primary carried out an aiava (a Samoan 
practice where gifts are given to a group of people who are leaving). We were gifted with lava-lavas, traditional bags, fans, ava bowls and 
t-shirts. Accommodation wise, we stayed at Samoan Traditional Resort and attended their Fiafia night on Thursday, then Jane’s Beach  
Fales in Savai’i (sleeping in mosquito nets) and then Tanoa Tusitala Hotel and Taumeasina Hotel back in Upolu.  
 

The trip exceeded my expectations, and I know that the students, teachers and parents who went 
absolutely LOVED IT! My highlight was seeing the students interact and bond together as  
brothers and seeing them actively participating in cultural practices and hearing them speak the 
Samoan language in the shops, markets and to each other. That is what I call a successful trip!  
Thank you to all the parents who fundraised for their sons and supported me along the way. A 
special thank you to Constable Julie Orr, for her fundraising efforts that benefited all students. I 
will definitely take another trip in 2018 and who knows, maybe you will be going with me. E lelei le 
Atua i taimi uma lava! (God is good all the time)! Soifua. 



  
Contact DetailsContact Details 

The PFS meet on the first Thursday of each 
month at 7.30pm in the school staffroom and we 
would love to have you join us.  It is a great way 
to get to meet other parents and get first-hand 

knowledge of school happenings. 
Please contact Felicity (Fliss) Hislop for more 
details Email:  fliss.john@xtra.co.nz 
            Phone:  021-369-748 

St Bernard’s College Old Boys  
Association. 
 
Revamped in 2014 if you know any  
Old Boys please contact   
 

Dominic Outtrim 
Email:     douttrim@sbc.school.nz 
Phone:    560-9250 ext 855 
Mobile 021 876 6669 

2016 
Term 4   10 October  to  13 December 

2017  
Term 1    31 January to 13 April  
30 January  Monday        -  Teacher Only Day  
31 January Tuesday        - New Students  
1 February Wednesday   -  All students  
 

Term 2    1 May to 7 July  

 

December 
1 Christmas Music Concert 
5 Academic Awards Yr 10-13 7pm 
6 Yr 7 & 8Christmas Gift Giving 
9-12 Waka Ama Yr 9-10 
12 Ki-O-Rahi  Yr 7-8 
13 Academic Awards Yr 7-9  10:45am 
 
 

Full school calendar is available on the school website   
www.sbc.school.nz 

P:04 560 9250 
F:04 560 9251 
E:office@sbc.school.nz 
W:www.sbc.school.nz 

Physical/Postal Address 
183 Waterloo Road 
Lower Hutt 5010 
New Zealand 

Leaving School During School Hours 
 

If your son needs to leave school during the day 
please follow these steps. 
 

1. Send him with a note explaining why he is 
leaving 

2. He needs to get that signed by his dean 
3. Bring the note to the office when he is leaving. 
4. Sign out. 

Payment Of School Charges  
The school prefers all school fees to be paid directly to our bank account.   
ASB Queensgate  12-3142-0164653-00. 
Please include your son’s first name and surname, in the reference fields.   
Receipts are issued for all payments and given to students in class. 
If you are facing financial difficulties please contact The Business Manager.   

RemindersReminders  

Opening Hours 
Monday        8.15 to 9am  
Wednesday  10.30 to11am 
Thursday      12.30 to 1.30pm 
BYOD  
The Uniform Shop now stocks an ideal device 
for your BYOD needs. 
Contact: Vicki Foss 
E-mail vfoss@sbc.school.nz 
Phone: 560-9250 ext 865 

Contact Details 
It is very important that we are able to contact you, especially 
in case of an emergency. Please make sure we have your 
current contact information. 

SBCOBASBCOBA  Uniform ShopUniform Shop  

FREE 

Nurse’s consultation at  
St Bernard’s College 

 

See the office for  
Appointments with our school nurse Karen Dodson 

Wednesday and Thursday Mornings 
 

Free appointments with a doctor are available at the VIBE 
Clinic, They can be made through the nurse, Or directly 

with VIBE 

 Nurse: 570-0883       Vibe:566-0525 

Upcoming dates on St Bernard’s College’s Māori Community Calendar 
Term Four 
Waka Ama for Yr9/10 – Fri 9 & Mon 12 Dec  
 As part of Education Outside the classroom activities. 
Ki-O-Rahi tournament for Yr7/8 – Mon  12  Dec  

All parents are warmly invited to attend the Academic Award Ceremonies 
Both Ceremonies will be held in the gymnasium  

 

Awards Ceremony for Yr 10 - 13  
Monday 5 December 7pm  

 

Awards Ceremony for Yr  7 - 9  
Tuesday 13 December 10.45am  

YOU ARE INVITED…. 
to join Cardinal John Dew for a unique 
book launch  of   “There is a time for…”  
A family companion for every season 
compiled and edited by James B Lyons 
 
Sacred Heart Cathedral, Wellington, 
Saturday 10 December @ 7.00pm 

In Yr 7 and 8 form classes and Yr 9 and 10 RE classes students and staff will be working on our final social Justice project for 2016. 
On Tuesday 6th of December we have invited a representative from St Vincent De Paul to come and speak to all of our junior students 
about the struggles that many families have during this time and the realities of the financial pressure involved in celebrating Christmas in 
a traditional Kiwi way.  
 

To help support families in our communities to experience the joy of Jesus’ birth, we are asking every student to bring a new gift to school 
on the morning of Tuesday 6th of December. ($5-$10 as a guide) Together as a community we will wrap and label these gifts and we will 
then donate them to St Vincent De Paul to distribute to families in our community. 

mailto:fliss.john@xtra.co.nz

