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St. Bernard’s College
“To Stand on Life-Giving Ground”

Kia ora Koutou.

To win the O’Shea Shield is an outstanding achievement! I personally have been in and around this competition for the last 20 years and
have seen it won only once by a school I was involved with. It is an appallingly difficult trophy to secure because it only takes one person in
one event to have a bad day – or a bad moment – and you do not win it. The fact that we did win is a testament to the hard work put in by
the boys and their coaches. This hard work meant that not only were they very good…they were able to be consistently very good even
when the pressure was on.

There are some obvious ‘messages’ to be taken by our win but perhaps the most important thing for our boys to understand is that you do
not get fruit like that from poor ground. You really only achieve that sort of success when the whole environment encourages and enables
it. So when we had a whole school assembly to celebrate it and when the Old Boys paid for pizza for every boy in the school to congratulate
them – it really was because it is the whole school that deserves it. We are a College where our Catholic faith is celebrated as part of our
day to day life. We are a College that sets out to support each person to work at being the best that they can be.

We have received many letters of congratulations from people and
schools that were part of the weekend. It was a massive logistical
undertaking for us that was five months in the planning. I have to say
that the comments that make me proudest are those that talk about
our welcome and hospitality. Many of you as parents and whanau
were very much a part of this through your help with the food
throughout the weekend. The many boys who gave up their time to
help out over the weekend were genuinely welcoming and confident.
As with our recent open day much of the feedback we receive is about
how friendly your sons are and how proud they are of their school.
So now having won the O’Shea Shield our expectation is to keep
winning it. Why not? As we know about achievement in most things
the first step to achieving success is to set the expectation that we will
achieve it. Then it becomes about identifying and removing the
barriers that hold us back and continuing to put effort and resource
into the things that empower our boys to be great.

Nga mihi
Simon Stack



Excerpts from a recent letter from the then Minister of Education Hekia Parata.
“I was delighted to learn of the improvement in students’ NCEA achievement results at
St Bernard’s College. I want to personally congratulate you and your fellow school
leaders on continuing to build on last year’s achievement results.”

“Success such as this reflects a combination of great teaching, strong, leadership, and
hard work from everybody associated with the school, including the Board of Trustees,
school staff and leaders, students, families and whanau. It also reflects the dedication
and focus of the school on all students, and particularly those that might otherwise be
at risk of not achieving to such a high level.”

NCEA Results

O’Shea Shield
On the weekend of 13th & 14th May 2017, St. Bernard’s College had the privilege of hosting the annual
O’Shea Shield competition, an event with all 17 Catholic secondary schools in the Wellington and
Palmerston North diocese competing in Drama, Oratory, Scripture Reading in English and Te Reo Maori,
Debating, Junior Prepared Speech, Impromptu Speech and Religious Questions. It was an unforgettable
experience for all the participants, staff and volunteers of all schools who worked, practiced and
performed tirelessly throughout the weekend.

The community of St. Bernard’s College wish to congratulate the O’Shea team for
the hours of practice and time spent in the late hours and during the Easter
holidays. Your efforts paid off immensely and we congratulate you all for your
commitment. We especially congratulate the winners of O’Shea awards, who won
in their respective sections in the event. These people are Marcus Manning,
Johannes Duthie-Jung, Jayden Tamarua, Bruce Tuuga and Kieran Owers for Religious
Drama, Tino Mahowa for Impromptu Speech, Orban Waitaiki-Messenger for
Scripture Reading in Te Reo Maori and John Phillips for Scripture Reading in English.

This year was particularly special for our school, as O’Shea saw St. Bernard’s College
make history by winning its first O’Shea Shield competition in the schools’ 71 year
history. It was a moment of our school’s history every young man of St. Bernard’s
College should be proud of being a part of, no matter how much or how little the
time they contributed in this momentous occasion.

I want to send our thanks to our distinguished guests of the Diocese, Members of Parliament and local government for their presence as
adjudicators and supporters in this event. I also wish to send our thanks to the PFS committee, the Board of Trustees, SBC Old Boys’
Association and student, parent and teacher volunteers who offered financial and hands-on support to this weekend, the result was a great
success shared among all. I finally want to give my most sincere thanks to Mrs Kay Hudson, Mr David Sefton and Mrs Jenny O’Brien for not
only being mentors but also working behind the scenes as the directors of this successful event. Without you this would not have been the
historical year that it has become for St. Bernard’s College, and I believe I speak for everyone in our community when I say “Thank You”.

The challenge has been set for the future. What a great and
memorable weekend this had become. I anticipate this year in
O’Shea Shield will bring hope to the young men who will be
representing us all at St. Catherine’s College, the hosting school
of O’Shea Shield in 2018 and also O’Shea Shields beyond.

John Phillips

Engagement Reports Term 1
Congratulations to these boys who topped the engagement report averages for term 
one.

Yr 7
Nathaniel Graham
Patrick Byrne
Adam Teeline

Yr 8
Gus Johnson
Oliver Raynor
Justin Aylor

Yr 9
Jonathon Watkinson
Robert Patterson
Isaiah Laing

Yr 10
Sammy Fisher
Zane Van Campfort
Carlo Cigaral

Yr 12
Guru Pande
Caleb Carrasco
Daniel Goldsworthy

Yr 11
Nicholas Lindstrom
John Balao
Carlos Sandoval

Yr 13
Max Loveranes
James Missen
Jaden Muscara



Whilst the choir, jazz band, junior rock band and Festival Orchestra players continue to rehearse weekly, our production of Noah’s Ark is
looming. Senior musicians and cast members from across the school have been working hard towards this and we are looking forward to
seeing the results of everyone’s efforts. The venue is our favourite Little Theatre at the following times; 6.30pm on Thursday 15 June, Friday
16 June and Saturday 17 June. Tickets are available from the school office – adult $10, child/student $5 and family (2+2) $25. Yr 7 and 8
students will be seeing the production on the afternoon of Friday 16th. Participating students will receive complimentary tickets for the
Family night on Wednesday 14 June (6.30pm show). Be ready to enjoy some rock classics, enthusiastic singing and dancing alongside
hilarious script and dramatic scenes!!
Some rehearsal pics …

Arts

Other things going on include;

• Trip to see Tiki Taane Mahuta production, 2 June
• Choir trip to Regional Big Sing, morning of 8 June
• Wellington Orchestra Festival, all day 29 June
• NCEA Music Evening, 6pm, 4 July
• Pop-Up Concert for all students who learn a musical instrument here at SBC, running all morning, 7 July

PS. I am looking for a couple of keen students to take up clarinet or saxophone. If anyone knows of any interested students, please let me
know mhorner@sbc.school.nz 

Special Character
Fr McMenamin Chalice Departure
A Chalice container was made by Puna Manaia and Anthony
Rongokea Simpson from Yr13 Technology Construction.
The container was made to transport the Chalice back to Belgium
for a commemorative service to honour Father J.J. McMenamin,
who had been appointed parish priest at Sacred Heart Catholic
Church, Petone in 1912.
He volunteered to serve as a chaplain in World War I and on 9
June 1917 he was killed while conducting a funeral service for
fallen soldiers after the Battle of Messines.
The container was presented by our students at a special mass in
Petone on 21st May. They also performed a haka outside the
church.
In Belgium, the chalice will be used in a special service on June 8,
the 100 year anniversary of McMenamin's death.

mailto:mhorner@sbc.school.nz


Gabriel Bush was the great success story of the day for St Bernard’s College. He won his section of the competition to earn the right to
represent the school and the region at the Manu Kōrero National Speech finals. The TSB stadium in New Plymouth will host this year’s
prestigious event on 20 - 22 September. Sacred Heart College won the Senior English section of the competition so both schools intend
travelling together to support one another. All three speakers acquitted themselves well on the day but it will ultimately be a day that will
live in Gabriel’s memory forever. Congratulations Gabriel and all the best for the Nationals. You will be in our prayers.
A special thank you to Gabriel’s mentor on the staff Paulina Watson and Nicholas’s mentor Elsabie Prasad.

On 25 May two Geography classes went into central Wellington to ‘Conduct Geographic
Research’ as part of an internal assessment viewing and recording Graffiti.
Firstly, the students visited The Boys and Girls Institute (BGI) and leant about different
programmes they have to support young people within their community. They run a
graffiti programme which was of particular interest to our geography students. BGI shared
their graffiti Art photos, which our students later saw for themselves when walking around
Wellington. The graffiti programme works with youth who had been caught tagging and
are referred to the institute through the Police. BGI works with Wellington City Council to
put up graffiti Art in urban environments to enhance the visual appeal of the area.
The students then went on to collect primary data within the different zones across central
Wellington. They recorded the types of graffiti and interviewed the public “It was fun to
interview the public and we met a variety of different people” – Chris Wanikau

Geography

Maori

Science 
We warmly welcome Mr Mark Harrison. Mr Harrison is teaching junior science but has skills to teach forensic science and biology.
The College was acknowledged by NZQA as one of colleges that showed academic improvement. The science department contributed
towards this with: Level 2 biology going from 57% to 65% passed, L2 chem from 46% to 69%, Level 3 chemistry from 31% to 79%, Level 3
physics from 47% to 80% and L3 science from 31% to 64%.
Science fair 2017
This year the displays are due on the last week of term. Thank you to all the parents that are helping their sons both design and complete the
investigation. This year our judge will be Dr. Anne Ryan who coordinates the Hutt City Science programme.
Recent field trips
The Yr 10 have been looking at the Wellington Fault line at Harcourt Park. The Yr 12 science class visited Titahi Bay to look at marine terraces
and the folding of rocks.
Brain Bee
Congratulations to Nicholas Lindstrom and Sam Marshall who will be going to Auckland to represent us in round two of this competition.
It is based on their knowledge of the neurological body system with emphasis on the brain. We wish them all the luck.

SBC Film Club
Life of Pi (rating PG)
Tuesday 27th June
3.15pm

SBC film club has been set up by Ms Kent in the Library, on the last Tuesday 
of the month, after school. We have bought a collection of DVD’s based on 
one or more of the following criteria: 
• NZ films
• Films from Books
• Classics of their genre (e.g. Sci-fi, Fantasy, thriller)

Student records will be checked for a student’s age when films with specific age ratings 
are shown.

Waiwhetu marae hosted this year’s Manu Kōrero regional speech
finals on 11th May in Lower Hutt. A marae hosting the event was a
break from tradition because one of the local Secondary Schools in
either Lower or Upper Hutt or Masterton normally stage this
prestigious event. Those representing St Bernard’s College this year
were as follows:

Senior Māori – Whatukura Ratana
Junior English – Gabriel Bush
Senior English – Nicholas Lindstrom



Sport
Cross Country Results: 22nd May 2017
Year 7 1st Nathaniel Graham Chanel 10:51  (NR)

2nd Josh Allan Ignatius 11:04 

3rd Daniel McNatty Ignatius 12:27
Year 8 1st Oliver Raynor Marcellin 11:42 

2nd
Cullen Jennings-Nairn Marcellin 11:43

3rd Gerard Cabauatan Pompallier 11:56
Junior 1st Cameron Forsyth Marcellin 10:20 (NR)

2nd Robert Patterson Pompallier 11:46
3rd Max McGuinness Marcellin 11:51

Youth 1st Ollie Burton Marcellin 10:15 (NR)
2nd Dylan Cooke Ignatius 11:46
3rd Joshua Peterson Marcellin 13:43

Intermediate 1st Daniel Goldsworthy Ignatius 18:58

2nd Baxter King Pompallier 19:47
3rd Ethan Foster Marcellin 21:13

Senior 1st Noah Lindstrom Chanel 23:35
2nd Niko Lerm Chanel 29:27
3rd Paul Speedy Chanel 29:29

1st Marcellin  443
2nd Chanel 317
3rd Ignatius 314
4th Pompallier 294

House Championship

CSW Cross Country
Congratulations to the following boys who took part in the College Sport Wellington
Cross Country held Wednesday 31st May at Harcourt Park.

Special mention to Cameron Forsyth who placed in the top 10 for Yr 9, and the Yr9
Team which placed 5th overall.

Yr 9
Cameron Forsyth
Robert Patterson
Max McGuinness
Joshua Patterson

Youth
Dylan Cooke
Joshua Peterson

Intermediate
Baxter King



Sport

Hato Paora scored in the last play of the game with St Bernard’s running out eventual winners by 30 to 12. Congratulations to the boys on a
hard fought win. A game played in a Great Spirit of brotherhood and in the true essence of ‘traditional’ rugby. Long may this fixture continue.
This was a fantastic trip Hato Paora were gracious hosts and a great experience for the 1st XV and Under 15s to share together.

Hato Paora

The Under 15s rugby team and the 1st XV travelled to fielding on Wednesday the
31st to resume our traditional fixture against Hato Paora College. The boys met
early in the morning and the 2 hours in the bus travelling up was buzzing with the
singing of boys looking forward to continuing a tradition that had been let go in the
last few years. Hato Paora welcomed SBC onto their Marae with Haka and singing
that made the spine tingle.

The first match was the Under 15s who were winners of a scrappy game 33-23.
Then the 1st XV rekindled their traditional with this very proud school.

Football
Welcome Mr Mark Harrison as coach of the 2nd XI football team. Mr Harrison brings a great deal of English knowledge and skills to our 
teams. 
We have just finished our 5 grading games with mixed results. We are hopeful that the 2nd and 3rd XI’s will make it to the upper division. 
A special thanks to our coaches; Mr Harrison, Mr Barry, (teachers) Jack Marra and Sefa Mamea Hind (students), and Mr Chris Gibbons 
(parent of an old boy). Our managers do a brilliant job in ensuring that players are at games and that all the gear is available. A very special 
thanks to parents Mr Henderson, Mrs Phegan, Mr Perez, Ms Ringrose, Mrs O’Sullivan, Mr Polaczuk (old boy). We would not have football 
without these wonderful people.
Football tour
We have permission to have our 13th consecutive tour.

League
Congratulations to Wyatt So’otaga and Ilai Tuia on being selected
in the New Zealand U16 merit team after stand out performances
at the NZRL National High Performance Camp at St Peter’s School
in Cambridge held in May.

A high percentage of these players will make up the core of the NZ
16s and 18s teams to be selected later this year.

The game started with a raucous Haka from both teams. From this you could tell the teams were up for a tough game. St Bernard’s scored a
couple of early tries to Anthony Rongokea Simpson and Bree Henderson, before Hato Paora struck back with one of their own. The game
ebbed and flowed throughout the first half with St Bernard’s going into half time with a 12 - 5 lead. The second half started strongly for St
Bernard’s with another try to Bree Henderson and then a further try to Lupi Luka. Te Aorere Wanoa kicked two conversions and two
penalties.



The PFS meet on the first Thursday of each month at 7.30pm in the 
school staffroom and we would love to have you join us.
It is a great way to get to meet other parents and get first-hand 
knowledge of school happenings.
Please contact Felicity (Fliss) Hislop for more details 
Email: fliss.john@xtra.co.nz
Phone: 021-369-748

PFS – Parents, Friends & Supporters

Calendar Alerts
Term 1    31 January to 13 April 

Term 2    1 May to 7 July 

Term 3 24 July to 29 September

Term 4    16 October to 8 December

June
5 Queens Birthday
7 Cardinal Cup 1stXV vs Viard College SBC at 3pm
8 Big Sing – Junior Choir

PFS Meeting
14 – 17 Noah’s Ark Production
26-28 Yr9 EOTC Camp
27 Board of Trustees Meeting

July
4-5 Francis Douglas Exchange
7 Enrolments Close

Term 2 Ends

Full school calendar is available on the school website   
www.sbc.school.nz

Leaving School During School Hours
If your son needs to leave school during the day please follow these 
steps.
 Send him with a note explaining why he is leaving
 He needs to get that signed by his dean
 Bring the note to the office when he is leaving.
 Sign out.

Contact Us
P:04 560 9250
F:04 560 9251
E:office@sbc.school.nz
W:www.sbc.school.nz

Physical/Postal Address
183 Waterloo Road
Lower Hutt 5010
New Zealand

Payment Of School Charges 
The school prefers all school fees to be paid directly to our bank account.   ASB Queensgate  12-3142-0164653-00.
Please include your son’s first name and surname, in the reference fields.   Receipts are issued for all payments and given to students in class.
If you are facing financial difficulties please contact The Business Manager.  

Contact Details
It is very important that we are able to contact you, especially in case 
of an emergency. Please make sure we have your current contact 
information.

Our Community

Reminders

Nurse Consultation
FREE

Nurse’s consultation at St Bernard’s College, see the office to make
an appointment with a nurse from VIBE Mondays and Fridays.

Free appointments with a doctor are available at the VIBE Clinic.
They can be made through the nurse, Or directly with VIBE
Nurse: 570-0883 Vibe:566-0525

E-mail 
As most of our information is now sent by email.
Please check your settings to make sure we are a trusted sender.

Term Two:
11 May Ngā Manu Kōrero Speech Competition at Waiwhetu Marae    
6 June Matariki – the Matariki star cluster rises in New Zealand 

skies beginning a month of celebration. 
3 -7 July Primary Schools Poly festival at Walter Nash Centre 
3 July Y7/8s will perform
7 July Y9-Y13s will compete in the Secondary Schools 

Lower/Upper Hutt-Wairarapa Kapa Haka Regional Finals

Te Reo Calendar

Term Dates 2017 

SBC Construction students on a site visit To L T McGuinness are
shown around by Old boy, Sean McGuinness. Interested students
will now apply for a Gateway placement with the firm.

Gateway

PFS AGM 2017
Thursday 8th June

7pm
Conference Room

All Welcome 
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