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Kia ora Koutou.
A couple of weeks ago I represented our College at a dinner celebrating 200 years since the founding of the Marist Brothers. While St.
Bernard’s College was never owned by the Marist Brothers, the 72 year history of our College is deeply linked to theirs.
For much of our history the Brothers were the ones who taught and influenced so many men that have gone through here. Up in the top
corridor of the old building we have the faded photos of sports teams from years gone by – all of them with the Brothers as coaches. When I
meet up with Old Boys many of them still talk fondly of the likes of Br John or Br Peter or Br Gerard or Br Kieran. Twelve of the fourteen
Principals of St. Bernard’s have been Marist Brothers.
I say all of this because now there are no more Marist Brothers teaching at our school. There haven’t been for some years now. We are
very lucky to have Br Doug and Br Kieran still associated with us, but whether the Marist way of living out our Catholic Faith continues to
thrive here is no longer in their hands – it’s in ours.
One of the key tenets that the Marist Brothers held was that St. Bernard’s should be about “Family Spirit”. It is a very common thing to
hear visitors to our school talk about how welcome the boys make them feel. I look back at the musical “Noah” that we put on a few weeks
ago and reflect on the fact that the cast and crew was made up of students from year 7 to year 14, all interacting as if they were family. I
wander out into the cold at lunchtimes and find random handball games or basketball games going on – often with a whole range of year
groups involved in the same game. Our year 13 leaders have put in place a mentoring system for some of our younger boys who might be
struggling with various issues here at school and we have senior boys involved in coaching year 7 to year 10 sports teams.
In my dealings with so many of the boys – sometimes in situations where things maybe have not gone so well for them – it is very clear to
me that they hold this sense of “family spirit” as central to who we are as a College. They call it “brotherhood”. It is also clear to me that the
majority of our staff know their students well and often go well beyond the contract in working with them. Perhaps the most famous of
Marcellin Champagne’s words about teaching were these… “If you want to teach young people you must love them all equally”. Long may
we keep this Marist tradition alive at our College!
Staff Farewell.
We farewell Mr Michael Graham at the end of this term. Michael is
leaving us to live and teach in England. Mr Graham began here as a
beginning teacher and has grown into the job as a very patient and
competent young man. We wish him all of the best for his new
experiences. We welcome Mr Max Smith to the staff of the Science
department for term three.
Simon Stack - Principal

Blackrock College Visit
For the first time since 2001, Blackrock College has a senior rugby tour of New Zealand. Jetting off the evening of the first Lions test, 24 June,
they arrived into Christchurch on 26 June.
They started off the tour in the South Island making their way through the North Island. On the journey through New Zealand they have
organised five sets of fixtures with two games per fixture. On 28 June they faced Christchurch Boys High School they then flew to Wellington
to face St. Bernard’s College on 1 July.
The day before the fixtures with St. Bernard’s College, AIG along
with the NRFU organised a training session with 3 All Blacks to
come in and coach the boys – a fantastic opportunity. Later that
day John Plumtree, Hurricanes forwards coach, held a session for
the boys.
St Bernard’s College hosted Blackrock College for two nights on 30
June and 1 July. Blackrock College arrived at St. Bernard’s on Friday
afternoon where they were welcomed with a powhiri and then
introduced to their billets.
Rugby fixtures were played on 1 July with 2nd XI and 1st XV games.
While Blackrock College dominated both games our boys acquitted
themselves extremely well against one of the top schools in Ireland.
Hosting Blackrock College has been a fantastic opportunity for our
boys and their families to form friendships for life. A big thank you
to all the families that opened their homes to the Blackrock College
boys for the two nights.

Special Character

Term 2 has been a busy time for Special Character here at St Bernard’s.
We celebrated Chanel and Pompallier houses feast day on the 8 June
with mufti, a liturgy and sausage sizzle.
They boys also brought in cans of food for the St Vincent de Paul Society. The Young Vinnies were busy running our Pop Up Soup Kitchen to
raise funds for the Sisters of Compassion. We raised almost $500 selling a range of great tasting soups (thanks to our amazing Food
Technology teacher, Ms Gibb!) and the proceeds will go to supporting the Soup Kitchen in Wellington. Thanks to all the students and staff
who supported it! This group of Young Vinnies have been amazing at managing themselves and finding opportunities to care and support
people in need. They have assisted in the setting up of a house for Syrian refugees and are currently collecting winter clothes for people in
our community too.
Our Year 10s went on Retreat to St Joseph’s Mt Victoria. While there, they learnt
about compassion from Challenge 2000, took part in a scavenger hunt about places to
do with Suzanne Aubert and learnt about the issues that face the guests of the Soup
Kitchen in Wellington. We ended the day with a powerful liturgy in the Church with
boys sharing significant moments from the day. Year 10, you were outstanding.
Parents and caregivers, you should be very proud of the way your boys conducted
themselves.
We started our RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) programme this term
too. Once a fortnight 18 students gather to learn about the Sacraments of the
Church and eat some pizza! We will continue throughout next term and
celebrate with a Mass with Cardinal John at the end of Term 3.

Arts

And lastly, YAFA (Youth Allowed, Faith Aloud), a youth event run by and for
students from our Catholic schools, started at St Catherine’s College. Boys from
St. Bernard’s have been involved in the planning and we are hosting the next
edition of YAFA on the first Wed back in term 3. It is an evening of fellowship,
fun, faith and food and the best part is that students are leading the whole thing!
Well done YAFA team, keep it up and we’ll see you here for YAFA #2 in Term 3.
- Jonny Boon

Term 2 is typically a manic one for students and teachers involved in the Arts. This term has been no exception;
10 students saw the Tiki Taane Mahuta production. It was great to see popular NZ talent in action. The movement, drama, aerial work and
music were really impressive in combination.
Our Junior Choir were impressed by the standard of singing they saw at the Big Sing Regional Festival. They continue to practice weekly and I
am looking forward to the Celebration of the Arts next term where they will be heard by many of you!
We had instrumentalists join the Wellington Orchestra Festival last week. It was
amazing to play in an ensemble of 120 students alongside brass, percussion,
woodwind and string players. Some of the pieces were quite tricky but we managed
an impressive concert at the end of a busy day of practice.

Noah’s Ark
Of course, there was the production, Noah’s
Ark. This was such a pleasure to produce
alongside Mr John Palamo, Mrs Nila Uili, Callum
Bryan and Jacob Hawkins.
The cast, crew and band worked together so
well and the priority objective of ‘fun’ was never
lost. I can only thank again all who were
involved and who supported us.
I especially want to thank the students involved
who were brave enough to take up the
challenge and trust the work we did. It was all
worth it in the end!!
- Mary Horner

Maori
Hutt Valley Schools Poly festival 2017
On Monday 3 July, nineteen of our Yr7 and 8 students performed
at the annual Hutt Valley Schools Poly festival held at the Walter
Nash Centre. Up second-to-last on the night, they played to a very
lively and responsive audience. This was the second time that St
Bernard’s College has performed in this very prestigious local
event. The nineteen young men who represented the college this
year were:
Christian Ah-Ken, Levi Clarke, Noah Clarke, Kieran Foley, Gene Fraser, Cullen Jennings-Nairn, Kaia Kemp, Jahrome Kumar, Kolithajohn
Leleisiuao, Quinn O’Kane, Pahi Mateo, Cory Purvis, Tawhiri Morunga-Brown, Blake Pahi, Blayne Perese-Sukroo, Makya Tu, Tamihana
Ranginui, Paora Richards, Ma'a Tauaneai. All performed with distinction.
The group’s eight minute performance included i) Mō Marie, ii) Uhia te mauri (haka), iii) Te Rina, iv) Hato Perenara (school haka) and v)
Tūtira mai ngā iwi.
Everyone looked their best on the night and represented themselves their families, and St. Bernard’s College with distinction. It was a
fantastic night and everyone appreciated the opportunity to perform in front of a very large audience of mostly parents, family and friends.
Thank you to Whaitiri Poutawa for his time, energy and expertise preparing this year’s group. What a privilege and a pleasure it was for our
boys to be a part of this five day cultural feast and celebration of Polynesian dance.
- Tupu Williams

English
In Term 2 the English department made the most of opportunities to see some great
New Zealand documentaries and speakers.
The Roxy Cinema in Miramar held free viewings of documentaries and we got to view the
films as well as hear the main subject of the films speak. Students from 10EE got to see
the film The Common Touch and listen to Jake Bailey speak after the screening. Some Yr
12 English and Drama students saw Making Good Men and heard Norm Hewett speak.
Both men were powerful speakers and their stories were thought provoking and
inspiring. Some of the Yr12 boys were interviewed after the Making Good Men screening
and made an appearance on 7 Sharp.
- Kirsten Edie

Science
Farewell to Mr Michael Graham. We sadly farewell Mr Graham who has been with us for three and a half years. Michael taught senior
chemistry and junior science. He has coached and managed rugby teams and has been the staff member coordinating our Civil defence
team. Thank you Michael for the extra time and effort you have given to our students. We have all benefitted from your time at St.
Bernard’s.
Science Fair. A very sincere thank you from all of the science staff to all the parents of our Yr 7 - 10 science students who helped their sons
create and complete their science fair.
Science fairs involve a lot of persuasion in order to get started and then to complete the project. Once completed they are an excellent
example of a student’s understanding of the world around them. This year our science fair will be judged by Dr Anne Ryan who is the
coordinator of the primary school science in schools project.
Regional Science Fair. Some exhibits will be asked to enter the Wellington regional fair which is held in August. This is an excellent
opportunity to showcase our students’ understanding of science.
2017 ICAS results. These are now available on line for participants.
Primary school visits. We will again be visiting local primary schools with our science programme. It is great seeing the smile on the faces of
students as they perform a series of experiments. A sincere thank you to the principals for allowing us to come and visit.
- Brenten Higson

Social Sciences

On Friday 16th June, 10 Yr 10 Saint Bernard’s students participated in the Hutt Model United Nations. It is always great to be asked to
represent the school, but this was particularly good because our year group are all good mates, and also clever. The brief for the day was
child soldiers in armed conflict, and each delegate was given a country to speak on behalf of. First I was given ‘Sierra Leone “ - a country who
train their children from an early age to fight. The day forces us to think about social justice in other people's countries and to have to
defend their position even if it's not your opinion. I really came to understand how it must seem ok and normal to have child soldiers in
countries like Sierra Leone where that is what has always happened and where war is all they know. It was a great opportunity to interact
with students who became friends from other schools and had a really great day. I would recommend the experience to other students.
- William O’Sullivan

Library
SBC Film Club
Our first screening at SBC Film Club ‘The life of Pi’ was enjoyed by 17 boys.
Our July film will be ‘Hunt for the Wilderpeople’.

Performance Poet visit
On 2nd June, nationally renowned Maori author and performance poet,
Apirana Taylor visited the college. Apirana led a 2 hour creative writing
workshop and also gave feedback to our drama students. At lunchtime he
totally engaged an audience with his very distinctive and forthright spoken
word and musical performance, which was much enjoyed by the boys!
- Emma KEnt

SBC Film Club
Hunt For The Wilderpeople (rating PG)
Tuesday 25th July
3.15pm – 4.50pm approx.
In the Library
SBC film club has been set up by Ms Kent in the Library, on the last Tuesday
of the month, after school. We have bought a collection of DVD’s based on
one or more of the following criteria:
• NZ films
• Films from Books
• Classics of their genre (e.g. Sci-fi, Fantasy, thriller)
Student records will be checked for a student’s age when films with specific age ratings
are shown.

Careers
There are many careers deadlines coming up.
 Most scholarship applications are due in August or September.
 Weltec has mid-year courses starting in July.
 Halls of residence applications are due in September.
Contact the careers office for further details. jlomax@sbc.school.nz

Sport
Cross Country
Cameron Forsyth represented St Bernard’s College in the Yr 9 race at the NZ Secondary Schools
cross country championships in Christchurch.
Cameron came 9th in the individual race on the Saturday and then was part of the Wellington
team, which won the teams race on Sunday.

Our Yr 7 & 8 cross country runners represented South East Zone in the interzone cross country championships at Trentham Memorial Park, 20th June.
First race to go was the Yr 8 boys event with Joseph Cornille being our top
finisher in 10th place.
We had high expectations in the Yr 7 event with Nathaniel Graham and Josh
Allen running. They didn’t disappoint with Nathaniel winning the event and
Josh coming 2nd
These boys went on to represent Lower Hutt in the Wellington Regional
cross country in Wairarapa on the 4th July.
Joseph Cornille ran well competing against a strong field in the Yr8 race
finishing in 42nd place. Nathaniel Graham and Josh Allen both ran
exceptionally well with Nathaniel finishing in 2nd place and Josh in 4th.
Well done boys!
Basketball
Lower Hutt Primary School Sports Association Tournament
A great day was had by all involved in the LHPSSA Yr7-8 Basketball tournament.
St Bernard’s competed against teams from St Joseph's Upper Hutt, Randwick School,
St Oran's, Muritai, Our Lady of the Rosary, SS Peter & Paul, Sacred Heart Petone, and
Pukeatua from Wainuiomata.
Congratulations to our boys who took home 1st place!
Kaia Kemp, Dominic Ernst, Brock Toumoua, Riley Manu, George Dalton,
Corey Purvis, Ben Maluschnig, Amon Maluschnig, Kolithajohn Leleisiuao
A huge thanks to the senior boys for refereeing and scoring all games.
Noah Lindstrom, Whatukura Ratana, Nicholas Lindstrom, Hunter Grindlay,
Ethan Buot, Josh Furjes – Crawshaw.
- Andrew Cavill
Football
We have 5 games left of the season and all the teams are close enough to figure in the finals which are held for the top two teams. We will
continue to strive to play the best football that we can.
We will be embarking on our 13th consecutive tour of the lower NI in August. We will be playing 6 games in 3 days. Thank you to anyone
who has purchased our fundraising chocolates.
Thank you to all the parents that have supported their son and their team. It is great to have parents that care about their son and support
them in all weather.
Hunter Locke - the wonder goal scorer. Hunter is a member of our Junior 1 team that plays in division 4 of the college sport competition.
Hunter has scored in every game this season and on Saturday 26 June he scored 8 of the 11 goals. This is a great achievement. Hunter will
be the first to acknowledge that he could not score the goals if it was not for the 15 other players in the squad.
- Brenten Higson

Sport
Francis Douglas Sports Exchange
The first rugby game with Francis Douglas Memorial College was a preseason game in 2002 which was repeated in 2003.
From 2007 this became a full exchange and has been played annually home and away ever since.
The annual exchange was held this year at St Bernard’s College on the 4th and 5th of July.
In a highly competitive and close exchange Francis Douglas took the honours three matches to two with a draw.
Basketball
Badminton
Golf
Football
Hockey
Rugby

85-69 St Bernard’s
1-5
Francis Douglas
2-2
2-1
St Bernard’s
0-4
Francis Douglas
24-27 Francis Douglas

Calendar Alerts

Term Dates 2017
Term 1 31 January to 13 April

July
25

Term 2 1 May to 7 July
Term 3 24 July to 29 September
Term 4 16 October to 8 December

28
31

Board of Trustees Meeting
Tu Tangata Competition
Yr 11 Retreat
Ignatius Feast Day
Parent Teacher Interviews
PFS Dance Yr9
Yr10 NCEA Parents Evening
St Bernard’s Day
Lessons finish - 1:15pm
Senior Ball
Board of Trustees Meeting

9 Aug

3rd Whānau Support hui for the year

Aug
3
4
17
18
23
26
29

20–22 Sep

Manu Kōrero National Speech Finals at TSB
stadium in New Plymouth

Full school calendar is available on the school website
www.sbc.school.nz

28-29 Sep

Trip to Kāpiti Island for Juniors

Te Reo Calendar
Term 3:

Pacific Parents Meetings

Our Community
PFS – Parents, Friends & Supporters
The PFS meet on the first Thursday of each month at 7.30pm in the
school staffroom and we would love to have you join us.
It is a great way to get to meet other parents and get first-hand
knowledge of school happenings.
Please contact Felicity (Fliss) Hislop for more details
Email:
fliss.john@xtra.co.nz
Phone:
021-369-748

26 July 6pm in the staffroom
Pacific staff from Weltec will talk about courses, scholarships and
support services for pacific students in 2018
Fiafia Night
5 August 6pm in the Gym.
This is the major fundraiser and celebration for the year. SBC
groups and invited groups will perform. Pacific food will be
available to purchase.

2nd Hand Uniform
We would really appreciate any donations of quality second hand
uniform to boost our dwindling stocks.

Nurse Consultation
FREE

Please drop off to the main office.

Nurse’s consultation at St Bernard’s College, see the office to make
an appointment with a nurse from VIBE Mondays and Fridays.

Photo Credits to: Wareham Sports Media,
Jacob Hawkins & Callum Bryan

Free appointments with a doctor are available at the VIBE Clinic.
They can be made through the nurse, Or directly with VIBE
Nurse: 570-0883 Vibe:566-0525

Reminders
Leaving School During School Hours
If your son needs to leave school during the day please follow these
steps.
 Send him with a note explaining why he is leaving
 He needs to get that signed by his dean
 Bring the note to the office when he is leaving.
 Sign out.

Contact Details
It is very important that we are able to contact you, especially in case
of an emergency. Please make sure we have your current contact
information.
E-mail
As most of our information is now sent by email.
Please check your settings to make sure we are a trusted sender.

Payment Of School Charges
The school prefers all school fees to be paid directly to our bank account: ASB Queensgate 12-3142-0164653-00.
Please include your son’s first name and surname, in the reference fields. Receipts are issued for all payments and given to students in class.
If you are facing financial difficulties please contact The Business Manager.

Contact Us
Physical/Postal Address
183 Waterloo Road
Lower Hutt 5010
New Zealand

P:04 560 9250
F:04 560 9251
E:office@sbc.school.nz
W:www.sbc.school.nz

