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St. Bernard’s College
“To Stand on Life-Giving Ground”

Kia ora Koutou.

It has been a great start to the year. From the Powhiri where we welcomed 127 new students and their families into our College
community to the opening mass in our almost fully refurbished gym to our Athletics' Day and Day’s Bay picnic for our Year 7 and 8 students
it has been a genuinely positive beginning to 2018. The Marist Brothers , who built this College up over the last 70 years, had as one of
their key pillars – “Family Spirit”. It is clear to me that this spirit still exemplifies this place. A parent summed it up in an email they sent
after what they saw during our Athletics day. I quote the last sentence: “I am very proud of the boys of SBC and it is great to see them able
to be competitive but also remember what the true spirit of these school event days are all about – i.e. inclusive of everyone regardless of
ability or talent”.

Much of this inclusiveness comes down to our Year 13 boys – the majority of whom have been a part of this College for 7 years. We ran a
leadership day for them before the school year began and over half of them put their hands up to be College leaders and mentors. Below is
what they promised in front of the whole college:

● I can commit to looking after others in our school.
● I can commit to helping this College continue to be a place where everyone feels supported and encouraged.
● I can commit to working in building up the Mana of the College.
● I can commit to being a role-model for all of us here.
● I am prepared to show courage in my leadership.

Congratulations to the following Year 13 boys who were made College leaders for 2018:
Head Boy: Daniel Goldsworthy
Deputy Head Boys: Caleb Carrasco (also head of Sports) and Charlie Ta’anoa
Head of Special Character: Zion Tui; Head of Arts: Conor Peoples
Head of houses: Euan Trocio (Marcellin House), Kauri Brown (Chanel House), Braden Longstaff (Ignatius House), Hayden MacMillan
(Pompallier House)
Mentor Leaders: James Aberdein-Tapuai, Griffin Almand, Martin Almendral, Isaac Baron, Dylan Bennett, Dion Biedermann, Austin
Campbell, Gio Cigaral, Sam Haley, Tony Harvey, Lui Ioane, Thomas King, Guru Pande, Chevaan Perera, Tom Richards, George Roberts,
Eperu Sa’u, Jakib Tainui, Harsiddha Talwar, Kiyana Tauaneai, Iequarne Te Wiki-Mu, Caleb Vallance, Nicholas Watkins and Jack Wilson.

On our Year 13 retreat it was apparent that this whole year level of young men are going to make a real impact on our College this year.
Being ‘supportive and encouraging’ is something that we expect of our boys and staff as a fundamental premise of what it means to be a
Catholic school. It is always going to be a constant ‘work-on’ when we are dealing with boys growing into manhood but we will remain
relentless in pursuing this.

Year 13 Leadership



Gym and Building Update

The final plans for the new science block have been agreed after
consultation and investigation of ‘best practice’ new build or
refurbished labs in other schools. If all goes to plan with consents
etc. we are hopeful that the building of this block will begin around
the middle of this year.

The first stage of our gym refurbishment is almost complete. The
actual body of the gym has been brought up to code in terms of
seismic strengthening and has been relined with the addition of
new windows and access doors. Stage two is beginning as this
newsletter goes to print with the addition of two new multi-
purpose spaces, relocation of the women’s toilets and
development of a new entrance way.

We have some staff changes for this year. All of the Deans, apart from Mr Sutherland who remains as Dean of the Intermediate, have
moved up a level with their student cohorts, with Mr Mark Harrison (Science) being appointed as the new Year 9 Dean. As well as being
the Year 10 Dean, Mr Jonny Hewson has been appointed as Assistant Head of Physical Education with responsibility for Health. Mr Daniel
Shaw has been appointed as Head of Mathematics and Ms Hilary Asquith has been appointed to the fixed term position of Assistant Head
of English.

Our new staff are: Mr Jacob Harris - Science and Chemistry, Mr Patrick Mackle – Mathematics, Ms Kristyn Hatton – Digital Visual
Design, Ms Beatrix Marrero – Mathematics , Mr Adam Cooper – History and Religious Education, Linda Birkby – Careers, Julie Callow –
Learning Support, Anne O’Donovan – English.

We have also created a new position of assistant SENCO and welcome Mrs Claire Mowday into that role. Finally we have appointed a new
counsellor/Arts therapist – Ms Mary-Grace Williams.

Staff – New and Old

St. Bernard’s 
College

National 
Average (all 
schools)

National Average –
Decile 6 -7 Schools  
(boys and girls)

Level 1 81% 73.4% 76%
Level 2 81% 78% 80%
Level 3 68% 65% 63% Congratulations to James Missen (Dux 2017) who gained Scholarships 

in Calculus and in Physics. To gain two scholarships is an outstanding 
performance from this talented and hard-working young man. 

NCEA Results 2017 – Roll Based

Because the College community itself will have to fund some of
this work on the gym the Parents and Friends have already
begun fund-raising to provide for a proper kitchen and servery
area which will be able to serve the gym and foyer spaces.
This will allow us to use the gym for functions and to lease it
out to generate more funding for the College’s on-going
development. Your support for this fundraising is much
appreciated.

We will also be asking for volunteers later in the year for a
weekend ‘working bee’ to strip out and refurbish the foyer of
the gym as our Proprietor has been unable to fund this. So
watch this space. We learnt from hosting O’Shea last year that
once you, as our parent and family community, get on board
with something then that something becomes great!

Nga Mihi nui
- Simon Stack , Principal



Water Only
St Bernard’s College will become a water-only school 

in Term 2 of 2018
Rationale
Love of Self & Love of Others

We care about the health of our students
Sugary drinks are one of the most significant causes of poor oral health and contribute greatly to childhood obesity and
Type 2 diabetes.
We care about their achievement
Sugary drink consumption is associated with problem behaviours. Studies have found poor diet and nutrition are
associated with lower academic achievement.

Our commitment
We will:

• continue to educate students about the importance of healthy drink choices and the benefits of consuming water
• encourage students to bring refillable bottles to school
• actively promote water as the best option
• ensure staff commitment to model healthy drinking habits

We will create an enabling environment by:
• actively discouraging sugary drinks being brought to school by students
• providing water (and plain milk) as the only drink options for students at the canteen 
• allowing students access to water during class time
• not associating our school with programmes that promote sugary drinks 
• encouraging sports teams to use water as their main source of hydration 
• not selling sugary drinks as part of sausage sizzles, Year 10 Market Day or other celebrations
Any beverage that contains added caloric sweetener usually sugar. The main categories of sugary drinks include soft-drinks/fizzy-drinks, 
sachet mixes, fruit drinks, cordials, flavoured milks, flavoured waters, cold teas/coffees, and energy/sports drinks

Gift for Sacred Heart

Max Allerdyce and Jayden Ridell Yr 12 have made these crucifix  in their  Tech class for 
our sister school Sacred Heart College who lost some of their classrooms due to the 
buildings being classified as an earthquake risk.

SHC DRS Maria O’Flynn asked for them, making these cross’s they learned new skills 
and enjoyed helping out their sister school.

PB4L

The systems of PB4L - Positive Behaviour for Learning are now beginning to have an impact here at St Bernard’s College. Students and
teachers have determined appropriate behaviours in classroom spaces. Expectations are different since spaces are different (consider
science labs, gyms, the music room).

Students are particularly excited about their positive behaviour being recognised via the PB4L app. If you have any queries about this
regarding your son, please email Ms Manu Corcoran (mcorcoran@sbc.school.nz) for details.

Teachers are attending professional development sessions to share effective practice with each other and upskill. We are keen to get more
information about PB4L at SBC up onto the website so that you can refer to it and use ideas at home. Work is underway to achieve this.

In the lead up to the Waka Hourua Odyssey on Friday 23 February, 27 St
Bernard’s students spent Monday 5 February at a special wānanga at
Walter Nash Centre to learn; “Waka Houtoa,” the haka composed by Kura
Moeahu. Kura especially wrote this haka for the event.

On Friday 23 February 2018, nineteen of our kapa haka group (including 24
girls from our sister school, Sacred Heart College) travelled by bus into
Frank Kitts Park on the waterfront to take part in a mass pōwhiri for a
flotilla of five waka hourua (double hulled-canoe up to 22m long in some
cases) from as far away as Samoa. Many smaller waka were there too.

Waka Hourua Odyssey

mailto:mcorcoran@sbc.school.nz)


Arts
St Bernard’s College was well represented at a Barbershop
workshop for local schools, held earlier this term at Sacred Heart
College. It was great to meet singers from other schools and
prepare our first four-part barbershop performance.

We’re hoping this will re-ignite the passion and commitment St 
Bernard’s College students have been known to demonstrate with 
barbershop singing in the past. Yr 7 and 8 students will attend a 
New Zealand Festival performance of Peter and the Wolf later this 
month.
Meanwhile, we are enjoying a weekly JAM session in the Music 
room on Fridays at lunchtime. This is for all musicians (students, 
parents, teachers) to join in on and is just for fun (at this stage!!) 

The Junior Choir has started rehearsing and we are looking forward to a larger orchestral group preparing for the Wellington Regional
Orchestra Festival later in the year. We have 2 Junior Rock Bands who will hit the road and go on tour in Term 2, all going well.

Dates on our calendar over the next wee while include the Celebration of the Arts which we have brought forward to Term 2 (June 27) this
year. In Term 3, a senior drama production, NZ rock concert and NCEA art exhibition will see a variety of arts students involved. We look
forward to your attendance and support at these opportunities for your young men to perform, present and be proud of their creative
potential - Mary Horner

Careers
The following University presentations are booked:

13 March Auckland University 20 March Victoria University

27 March Canterbury University 1 May Otago University

Library
Book of the Month
Sparrow – Scot Gardner
From living on the city streets to a cave in the Australian Wilderness.
Sixteen-year-old Sparrow swims. One, two, three, breath. There are sharks and crocs around him but the
monsters he fears most live in the dark spaces in his mind. He's swimming away from his prison life and the
skeleton of his family tree. He's swimming for a desolate and rocky coastland and the hollow promise of
freedom. He'll eat or be eaten, kill or be killed. Sparrow has nothing left to lose. But to survive he'll need
something more potent than desperation. Something more dangerous than a makeshift knife. Hope.
A great read by a popular Australian author, a book about trying to do the right thing when it feels like the
world doesn’t care about you. Sparrow also is mute so this adds an interesting angle to the story, how he
communicates and how the other characters relate to this. A sad, funny and ultimately uplifting read!

– Emma KentLibrary book recall
There are still some Library books outstanding from 2017, so if your son has any (very) overdue books your assistance in the recovery or
replacement would be appreciated!

We would very much appreciate the return of all College books.  Including all subject textbooks, and all English novels.
No questions asked just drop off to the office please. 

Book Amnesty

Science
The science department very warmly welcome Jacob Harris to SBC.  Jacob comes to us from the mighty Palmerston North. He is teaching 
senior chemistry and science. 
20 Yr 7 students will be spending half a day working with Zealandia wildlife centre,  cleaning up Petone beach. This is part of national Sea 
week.
All Yr 10,11,12 and 13 students have been enrolled in an online revision and study programme called Education Perfect. This site gives all the 
students access to notes, revision questions as well as examination practice questions. 
We want all students to access this. The science department is covering the $20 cost per student.

Clean yoghurt pottles and ice-cream containers. 
If you have these at home and instead of going out into the recycling we can use them for experiments. Please send then to the college.

- Brenten Higson



Days Bay 
On Friday 6 March all of Yr 7 and 8 went to Days Bay for a beach day to celebrate
a successful beginning to our school year. We were blessed with a slightly
overcast 24 degree day with no wind. Ideal for ‘popping mean Manu’s’ I was told
by the boys. During the day the boys were able to take responsibility for their
own choices and activities to fill in their day. Some spent the day fishing. Some
spent the day jumping off the wharf. Some spent the day playing sports on the
fields. Most floated between all of the above.

Thank you also to the teachers who all enjoyed the day alongside the boys, it
was fantastic. Equally, I would like to thank Jack and Jacob from Yr 12 who
came to be a designated support in the water as they are both experienced
swimmers and trained life guards.
Some schools would shudder at the thought of taking 150 Yr 7 and 8 boys to
the beach for the day, not here at SBC. This day made me wonder how unfair
it is that I get paid to have so much fun with this great group of humans.

- Hamish Sutherland

To arrive back from a day at the beach
with 150 boys and the only concern
throughout the day was that I found 3
towels and a T-Shirt without an owner
is testament to how amazing this
group of young men are.

The sense of community that is being
created is wonderful. However, the
biggest thanks must go to the Yr 13
leaders who came along to celebrate
our school culture alongside our
youngest school members.

A big thank you to all of the parents
who came for the day as parent help
and also to the parents who dropped
in to say hello.

Eight Yr 12 science students were invited to the GNS Science’s National Isotope Centre at
Gracefield.
There were presentations from 10 early career scientists plus a tour of the laboratories
and a range of hands-on activities. Topics showcased included nanotechnology, ice core
research, forensic science, finding fossils, earthquakes, and radiocarbon dating.
Now in its seventh year, the event introduces a range of careers to Yr 12 and 13 students
who might be thinking about studying science at tertiary level
Organiser and isotope chemist Karyne Rogers of GNS Science said eleven Hutt Valley
schools attended this year’s showcase.

GNS Careers Day

The event gave student’s insights and scientific experiences that are seldom available in schools.
GNS assembled a wide range of early career scientists who shared their stories about the pathways
they have taken to be in their current jobs.
“We like to think that a good way to judge the success of our programme is when we welcome
back these students into science jobs in a few years’ time when they complete their studies.” Dr
Rogers said.

- Mark Harrison



Sports
Sport is an integral part of the St Bernard’s College community and is very much part of the Marist tradition. The College offers the widest
possible range of sports and sporting opportunities for our students. However in order to manage the wide sports programmes, detailed
information is required. The Sports Registration form must be completed before we can enter your son into a team and then enter the team
into relevant competition.
The cost associated with participation is also contained on the registration form. In most cases payment to participate in the chosen sport is
payable when the team is entered. Please complete the Sports Registration form available from the office if your son is keen on
participation.

SBC have a number of students representing Wellington U16 Boys at the NZ 
Junior Touch Nationals.
Jorgen Holmes-Rogers, Tana Rangiwhetu, Te Kirimaia Wanoa, Theo Van 
Ooyen

These boys also participated in the NZ Central IPS (Inter Provincial Series)
Successfully winning their grade.

On Monday 5 March, St Bernard’s College competed in the College Sport Wellington open
one day softball tournament at Fraser Park.
With the top three finishing teams gaining automatic entry into the New Zealand
Secondary Schools Division 1 National tournament. We played games against Upper Hutt
College, St Pat’s Wellington and Tawa College. Finishing top of our pool we played a semi-
final against Rongotai College, unfortunately losing in a closely fought game.
Finishing 3rd equal means St Bernard’s qualify for the Division 1 Nationals and will have
the opportunity to play the best softball schools from around New Zealand.

Luca Van Dillen has been invited to join the full time Phoenix Academy for U15 age group.

Sporting Achievements

Callum Coyne and Nick Lindstrom won a Bronze Medal in the Novice Mens 8 
at the New Zealand Rowing Champs up in Karapiro rowing for Petone Rowing 
Club.
Brad Pritchard also competed at the nationals and raced in 6 events as part of 
the Men's Club Squad.

Dallas McEwan, Nathan Stirling, Ilai Tuia and Heilyn Tuia have been selected for New 
Zealand Rugby League Talent Development Programme and have been named in the 
Wellington/South Island Hub (players have been selected from Invercargill to Wellington 
for this hub)
Dallas has also signed a contract with NRL Club, Canterbury Bankstown Bulldogs.

Rowing

Touch

Football

Rugby League

Rugby

Softball

A St Bernard’s College XV played the touring Uru Cure Rugby Club (Argentina) at
Fraser Park on Thursday 8th March. Starting well St Bernard’s raced out to a 15 nil
lead but this was slowly whittled away by the visitors who eventually took control
of the game winning 38-22. The game gave our new Director of Rugby and 1st XV
coach Tui Bradbrook the opportunity to view a number of players and he will go
away from the game with plenty to work on before our next preseason game.

The Sports Department is pleased to introduce the Director of rugby coaching for 2018 Mr Tui Bradbrook. In addition to coaching the College
1st XV and Our AIMS Games 7’s team Tui will be overseeing our entire rugby programme. Tui brings a wealth of experience which includes
250 Premier games for Petone between 1988 and 2011! He has been coaching since 2008 and was the Petone Premier Coach in 2016 and
2017. Tui will add a wealth of knowledge and experience to St Bernard’s college rugby.



Athletics Day
Individual Champions 2018

Year 7

Caleb Thompson Pompallier 1st Equal

Isaac Patea Marcellin 1st Equal

Year 8

Josh Allen Ignatius 1st

Nathaniel Graham Chanel 2nd

Junior

Liam Carroll Ignatius 1st

Max Fata-Meafou Marcellin 2nd

Youth

Jack Toms Chanel 1st

Cameron Forsyth Marcellin 2nd

Intermediate

Ollie Burton Marcellin 1st

Ilai Tuia Pompallier 2nd Equal

Charlie Brosnahan Ignatius 2nd Equal

Senior

Nathan Stirling Pompallier 1st

Jacob Cherry Pompallier 2nd Equal

Daniel Goldsworthy Ignatius 2nd Equal

Uso Brown Ignatius 2nd Equal

House

1st Pompallier 617

2nd Marcellin 612

3rd Ignatius 497

4th Chanel 470

The Hutt Zone Athletics completion was held on Thursday 8 March at
Newtown Park.
Congratulations to the following boys who placed in the top 10 for their
events Liam Lunn, Liam Carroll, Monet Faifai-Collins, Jack Blackwell, Jacob
Laban, Cameron Forsyth, Ivan Prendiville, Kaelin Nguyen, Jayden Paaka-
Palelei, Jono Little, Jacob Cherry, Daniel Goldsworthy.
Special congratulations to the following boys and the Intermediate relay team
who won their events, Max Fata-Meafou, Ollie Burton, Charlie Brosnahan.

Hutt Zone Athletics



The PFS meet on the first Thursday of each month at 7.30pm in the
school staffroom and we would love to have you join us.
It is a great way to get to meet other parents and get first-hand
knowledge of school happenings.

Please contact Felicity (Fliss) Hislop for more details
Email: fliss.john@xtra.co.nz
Phone: 021-369-748

PFS – Parents, Friends & Supporters

Calendar Alerts
Term 1 30 January to 13 April

Term 2 30 April to 6 July

Term 3    23 July – 28 September

Term 4    15 October to 11 December

March
13 Parent Teacher Interviews
14 SBC Swimming Sports
15 Yr 7 & 8 Wellesley Exchange
17 Relay For Life
29 BOT Meeting
30 – 3 April EASTER

April
6 - 8 Yr 11 Tongariro Trip
12 Yr 7 & 8 Hutt Sports Fest
13 Term 1 Ends

Full school calendar is available on the school website  www.sbc.school.nz

Leaving School During School Hours
If your son needs to leave school during the day please follow these 
steps.
 Send him with a note explaining why he is leaving
 He needs to get that signed by his dean
 Bring the note to the office when he is leaving.
 Sign out.

Contact Us
P:04 560 9250
F:04 560 9251
E:office@sbc.school.nz
W:www.sbc.school.nz

Physical/Postal Address
183 Waterloo Road
Lower Hutt 5010
New Zealand

Payment Of School Charges 
The school prefers all school charges to be paid directly to our bank account:   ASB Queensgate  12-3142-0164653-00.
Please include your son’s first name and surname, in the reference fields. Receipts are issued for all payments and given to students in class.
If you are facing financial difficulties please contact The Business Manager.  

Contact Details
It is very important that we are able to contact you, especially in case 
of an emergency. Please make sure we have your current contact 
information.

Our Community

Reminders

Nurse Consultation
FREE

Nurse’s consultation at St Bernard’s College, see the office to make
an appointment with a nurse from VIBE.

Free appointments with a doctor are available at the VIBE Clinic.
They can be made through the nurse,
Or directly with VIBE:

Nurse: 570-0883 Vibe:566-0525

E-mail 
As most of our information is now sent by email.
Please check your settings to make sure we are a trusted sender.

Term Dates

2nd Hand Uniform
2nd hand uniform is now sold at the college Uniform Shop.
Opening Hours:
Monday 8.15am - 9.00am
Wednesday 10.45am -11.15am
Thursday 1.15pm - 2.00pm

We would still really appreciate any donations of quality second
hand uniform, please drop off to the main office.

Photo Credits to: Justin Smith, & Luca Van Dillen, Sommer 
Photography, Masanori Udagawa

“The Pathway through College to University”

23 March  6pm in the Staffroom

Come and find out the checkpoints through school that ensure
your son is keeping his choices open on the way to university. Find
out what he has to do to get University Entrance and the study
skills he needs to be successful at university.
You will also find out all the help that is available to support your
son in his studies.

Contact: jlomax@sbc.school.nz

Pacific Parents Home School Partnership Meeting:

Term One:  

28 March Ki-O-Rahi tournament for Yr7 & 8

13 April Yr 9-12 Te Reo Māori trip to Koraunui Marae

Te Reo Calendar
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