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St. Bernard’s College
“To Stand on Life-Giving Ground”

Kia ora Koutou

At our powhiri to welcome our 76 new Year 7 and 40 new Year 9 boys and families  into our community we talked about Love.   At our 

opening mass we celebrated the fact that the whole point of our school  is Love.   At our Year 13 retreat the boys talked about their feelings 

and their fears quite openly with each other because after 7 years together they trust each other.  Mike King – THE Mike King - turned up 

randomly because he happened to be at the same venue and seemed genuinely amazed that a boy’s school should encourage boys to be 

open about their feelings.

No-one here is naïve.   We know that we are dealing with boys who are growing up.  Boys who can get upset and angry and frustrated and 

make mistakes – sometimes big mistakes!.  Boys who sometimes do and say things to each other which are entirely inconsistent with Love.  

Boys who sometimes struggle with their own sense of self-worth and therefore find it hard to excel or help others excel and even worse can 

occasionally do things that ruin it for others.   However because we are a Catholic community we believe in Love.   Love of God, Love of 

Others and Love of Self, is our context and we will be gently relentless in working towards  this with our boys, staff and community. 

We also know that “Love” can be a completely useless word unless it‘s meaning is spelt out.  So we are deliberately being very clear this year 

with our boys about what Love of God, Love of others and Love of self “looks” like in our school and in our classrooms.   Apart from this the 

best explanation of what love looks like that I have ever heard is the one that anyone of you who has ever been to a Christian Wedding has 

heard…probably often:
“Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or boastful or proud or rude. It does not demand its own way. It is not irritable, and it 

keeps no record of being wronged. It does not rejoice about injustice but rejoices whenever the truth wins out. Love never gives up, 

never loses faith, is always hopeful, and endures through every circumstance ... love will last forever! ”

So it has been a wonderful start to our year:

 We have a large number of our Year 13s who have put their hands up to be leaders.  They promised in front of our whole school to show 

Love of God by showing that they are thankful for what they have;  to show Love of Self by working hard to achieve to their pretty amazing 

potential and to show Love of Others by actively encouraging and helping others become confident and great in this place.   These leaders 

have spent considerable time with our Year 7 boys in particular as they transition into this place.  

 We have had a great sports day and it was wonderful to see so many parents and grandparents able to 

come along to be a part of the day as well.    Cricket, Water-polo and Volley ball have started and as I 

write this our Senior Touch team are competing in the regional competition with the junior competition 

kicking off shortly.    The winter sports boys have already started their pre-season trainings.

Finally we are also into our core-business of learning.  We congratulate  our English Department and Nicholas Lindstrom and Harsiddha

(Sid)Talwar in particular who achieved  Scholarships in English last year.  The interim results for NCEA last year show that we remain well 

above the respective national averages for our Level 2 and Level 3 and UE results however we were disappointed in our Level 1 results where 

quite a few boys missed by only 1 or two credits.  We have already addressed that by putting these boys through a targeted course in week 2 

of this year.   We also congratulate Mr Dan Shaw (HOD Mathematics) and Mrs Sue Johnson (Head of Learning Support) on  our literacy and 

numeracy results with around 90% of our Level 1 boys achieving both and 100% by  level 2.

We Farewell Mr Tupu Williams and thank him for his service to the College.  We welcome Ms Whaearua Ross-Hotene who is acting as our Te 

Reo Maori Tutor while we seek a long-term replacement for Mr Williams, we also welcome Ms Celina Jennings as our new Art teacher, 

Celina brings a wealth of experience and a huge enthusiasm to grow this area of our school. Welcome also to Mr Wayne Bishop as the new 

Careers Office Manager and Mr Aaron Priest, our new Caretaker.

Staffing

A “stranger” looking into our College might be quite shocked.   A boys’ school that talks about Love! 

Our Gym refurbishment is almost complete pending the fit out of the new Kitchen area.  Thank you 

to all of you who, through the $150 or $200 yearly donation you make to the MCDT,  have enabled a 

fair bit of this refurbishment to happen.  Thank you to the PFS who have fundraised tirelessly to 

support this build.   Thank you also to the old boys who are fundraising to help get things finished.

We have also received final consents for the building of our new multimillion dollar Science block.  The first sod is due to be turned in mid-

March of this year.   Thank you to the Archdiocese of Wellington  – our owner - who have invested a massive amount of money into this 

build and the refurbishment of our Gym.   It is not easy when they are trying to manage the upgrade and Earthquake strengthening of  3 

other secondary schools and over 20 primary schools as well as coping with the cost of earth-quake strengthening churches and halls and 

now the Cathedral.  As a College community we are truly grateful. 

Finally 2019 is also the year we will be setting our long-term (5 year) plan for our future and electing a new Board.  I personally have really 

appreciated the support, experience and advice of the current Board and encourage any of you who are wondering about  standing in 2019 to 

make a time to come and meet with myself or Kate Dominikovich – our current Chair.  I am sure that you can be convinced to give it a go!   

Buildings and Boards.

Nga mihi

Simon Stack

Principal



Year 13 Retreat

At the end of last year Jack Tetley won the Year 9 Speech Competition and his speech was so good we felt he should enter 

the National JustTalk Student Justice Speech Competition. JustTalk is a social justice group and Jack’s speech addressed the 

issues facing refugees.

English

English Scholarships

For the past two years Ms Edie has been running an English Extension/Scholarship class once a 
week after school on a Thursday. We discuss topical contentious issues as well as talk about poems 
and novels. Conversation is usually lively. A number of boys attend these sessions and also some 
girls from Sacred Heart College. Not all of the students who come to the extra class sit the English 
Scholarship exam but some do. Last year two students passed the English Scholarship exam. Our 
congratulations to Harsiddha Talwar and Nicholas Lindstrom. 

Year 7 Reading information evening

All Year 7 parents are warmly invited to a 
parents’ information evening about 
reading on Thursday the 7th of March in 
the school library from 6.30 -7.30. 

English Book Amnesty: No questions asked when books are 
returned. Could you please help the English department by 
seeing that your son returns any English books that are in the 
house. We don’t mind if the book has been missing for a year or 
two. We would just like our books back. Books can be returned 
to any English teacher, the library, or Mrs O’Brien. Thanks in 
advance, Kirsten Edie (HOD of English)

Jack has started to make plans for how he would like his prize money to be spent. He says that he would like the school prize money to be 
used as a travel fund that is accessible for students who are travelling outside the Wellington region to represent St Bernard’s at non-sport 
competitions. This fund would make up four lots of $250 dollars which students can apply for. The reason Jack has chosen to do this is 
because when he represented St Bernard’s at the Seychelles it was difficult to find financial support and now he wants to make this easier 
for other students.

The charities he has chosen to support are Ghost fishing and Island Bay Marine Education Centre.

Jack intends to use his personal prize money to go to the Whitsundays in Australia for a holiday

Our congratulations to Jack for winning the JustTalk 2018 Competition. This competition is open to Year 9 and 10 students 

throughout the country and there were more than 100 entries from across the country. The judges said that, “Jack 

delivered a robustly researched and well-delivered speech titled “I Loved My Life” that looked into the current global 

refugee status with particular impact on New Zealand. He won the big overall prize of $1,000 for himself, $1,000 for his 

school, and $1,000 for his charity of choice.”

Island Bay Marine Education Centre works as an aquarium by Taputeranga marine reserve and teaches children and adults about how to 
handle the unique creatures that live there. 

Ghost fishing works around Wellington organising beach and harbour clean ups to help keep Wellington beautiful and protect marine 
animals. They have divers and people that look in and out of the water for rubbish which is collected. Each charity will receive $500 dollars. 

All the year 13’s took part in their annual retreat at 
Silverstream Retreat on the Thu and Fri of last week. There 
was some consternation that this would stymie the romantic 
exploits of some, as it coincided with Valentine’s Day! 

It was a fantastic experience for both the students and 
accompanying staff as we saw the students engage with 
some challenging content, and tighten as a year group as 
they prepare to lead the college student community in 2019. 
Thanks to the teachers for their input, activities and for 
staying overnight with us, we couldn’t do it without you.

Thanks to the boys for engaging so well in all of the activities 
and for making so many generous commitments in the 
various leadership roles for 2019. Your courage to step out of 
your comfort zones as well as enabling each other is a 
testament to you already. You have begun the year 
beautifully and we are so impressed by your quality and 
authenticity in the way that you Love God, others and 
yourselves.



Year 7 Marae Visit

The year 7’s had their first trip out on Thursday 7 February. We took all 75 students to 
Koraunui Marae, Stokes Valley. Three magnificent Year 13’s - Paul Matheson, Royce 
Fitzgerald and Paddy Shanahan, spent the day introducing our new year 7’s to our school 
Haka. 

Our day started with a traditional Powhiri followed by morning tea. The process of the 
Powhiri was new to many as this was the first time they had been welcomed onto a 
marae. 

After morning tea, our leaders first started going through the words of the haka. We 
then came together for lunch and a bit of a play. After lunch the boys had just over an 
hour to go through the actions to the haka before we needed to head back to school.

While it is an enormous ask for the boys to learn and remember both the words and the 
actions to the school haka in a day it was a great way to start this learning journey for 
them. They were able to bond with their peers and spent time getting to know their year 
13 leaders. 

Our school haka means a lot to us as a school and when we do it, we do it with pride. For our year 7’s new to our school, it was a great way to 
see this demonstrated and to see what we are about. 

Languages

Welcome and thanks

The Languages department warmly welcomes Whaearua Ross,-Hotene, Papa Sep and Mama Mate who joined us at the start of the year to 

support our Te Reo Maori students. We would also like to thank Tui Bradbrook for his support of these students as well. 

Language Perfect

The Japanese, Māori & Samoan students now have access to Language Perfect - an online learning resource to assist in learning vocabulary -

www.languageperfect.com. Students should aim to spend about 15 minutes a day learning vocabulary and this is a fun way to do it.  It is a 

great tool for learning as students can use it independently. 

Once again this year the students will have the opportunity to compete against other students in NZ and around the world in the Language 

Perfect World Championships

Japan Trip   

Excitement levels are high as 10 Japanese language students prepare for an experience of a lifetime in the April holidays.  We will be visiting 

a few UNESCO World Heritage sites as well as some pop culture attractions.  In the middle of our visit we will do a homestay and host school 

experience with Joetsu High School and attend Easter Sunday Mass at the local church.   

We have a couple of upcoming fundraising events that you may wish to get involved with.  

 Firstly, we are holding a screening on Captain Marvel on Sunday the 10th March at 5pm 

at the Lighthouse Petone.  Tickets are $20.  

 We are also selling raffle tickets for a trailer load of firewood $5 each

We will draw the raffle at the Parent Teacher Interviews on the 20th March.  

If you are interested in purchasing tickets for either of these please contact Manu Corcoran on mcorcoran@sbc.school.nz .  

Library

Legacy by Whiti Hereaka
From modern day to WW1 with the Maori Contingent, with a bit of mystery thrown in for good measure. A fantastic 
book recommended by Ms Kent and Ms Edie, written by a Wellington based author. A brief summary: Seventeen-year-
old Riki is worried about school and the future, but mostly about his girlfriend, who has suddenly stopped texting him. 
But on his way to see her, he's hit by a bus and his life radically changes. Riki wakes up one hundred years earlier in 
Egypt, in 1915, and finds he's living through his great-great-grandfather's experiences in the Māori Contingent. At the 
same time that Riki tries to make sense of what's happening and find a way home, we read transcripts of interviews 
Riki's great-great-grandfather gave in 1975 about his experiences in this war and its impact on their family. Gradually 
we realise the fates of Riki and his great-great-grandfather are intertwined.

Book of the Month

Term 1 Reading Challenge 
Ms Kent is running a reading challenge this term. Boys need to read 3 books (from selected categories!) and will be entered into a prize draw 
to win some goodies. Boys can pick up a form from Ms Kent.

http://www.languageperfect.com/
mailto:mcorcoran@sbc.school.nz


Athletics Day 2019



Petone Rowing Club
We're reaching out to local high school (Year 10+) students to promote our upcoming Learn to Row programme. Could you 
please share the below information through your school notices and Facebook community?

Our Learn to Row programme for 2019 kicks off on Sunday, 4 March.

Athletes will learn about safety, both on and off the water, be able to identify boats and equipment, and most importantly learn
good rowing technique. Once athletes have the basic skills they can choose what to do next. This might be more serious rowing
like joining our men's or women's novice squads for the 2019/20 season.

Date: Sunday mornings starting Sunday, 4 March (we train rain or shine).
Time: Please arrive at 8:30am for an 8:45am start.
Costs: $150 (Learn to Row is a 12 week programme). To be paid at the start of the programme.
Where: Petone Rowing Club 160 The Esplanade
Bring: a towel, change of clothes, warm layers, hat, sunscreen, running shoes, and a drink bottle.

Caroline Robertson
President, Petone Rowing Club
0210723000

Sport
Football
2019 Futsal. This season we have a senior and a junior team. They participate in an intercollege competition on Friday nights. 

In their first fixture the senior 1st team won 10-4 against Naenae Coll 2. This team is primarily year 11 with our two Japanese exchange 

students (yr 12). This is a very exciting and entertaining team to watch. 

The Junior 1 team won 4-1 against Naenae Coll 2. This is a team with great promise and will go onto achieve great things.  The team is co-

coached by William O’Sullivan, Luka Van Dillen and Kaelin Nguyen.

Pre-season fitness training. This is currently being run by Scott Travis our 1st XI coach and Sefa Mamea. They are NOT trials but just an 

opportunity to get a bit fitter for the season.

Mr Harrison is giving an opportunity for the junior players to have a friendly kick around for 1 hr after school. Please see Mr Harrison for 

details.

This year for the first time college sport Wellington will be running a year 9 and a year 10 competition on Saturday mornings during the 

winter season. This means that your son can now play for the college in year 9 and 10 if the wish. They will not be able to play for both the 

college and a club because games will be on at the same time.

Summer sport is in full swing with Cricket, Touch, Volleyball, Water Polo, Tennis, Futsal and Golf all playing in College Sport Wellington 

competitions.

The addition this year of junior Futsal, two tennis teams and an extra golf team is especially pleasing. Touch is proving very popular amongst 

our students and we have four teams in Year 7/8 all playing in the Intermediate Schools competition.

Please note that it is a requirement that all students playing sport for the College must complete the 2019 Sports Registration form. 

Preseason fitness and conditioning training has begun for squads of Rugby, Basketball and Football codes. We have engaged outside 

professional fitness trainers in order to maximise the benefit of these sessions. 

The redevelopment of the gymnasium has provided capacity for a new weight’s room which we are currently in the process of fitting out 

with all new equipment.

One of the key drivers behind our sporting programme is to expose our students to greater competition and wherever possible we are 

striving to qualify for National or Regional competitions and other tournaments and events that will continue to develop sport at St 

Bernard’s College.  



The science staff congratulate all the year 11 and 12  students that had success in last years’ NCEA examinations. We are very proud of your 
efforts. We ask that you continue with the hard work this year.

Science

Empty yoghurt and ice-cream containers. Please pass these our way. We use 

them for a variety of activities. This includes the small one serving yoghurt 

pottles and also the 1kg.

WE NEED:

Glass jars with lids Newspapers

Art

We Need Please

Year 13 Bio 
Field trip to 
Paraparaumu.

Field trips. We strongly believe that a great deal of successful learning occurs outside the 

classroom which is why we try and get every level to be involved in at least 1 field trip a 

year. The 13 biology class recently went to Paraparaumu Beach to investigate the 

distribution of the plant Lupin. This forms the basis of their investigation. 13 science will visit 

the Hutt river on 4 occasions to see the effects of weathering and erosion. 

The department warmly welcomes Mrs Haydon to the staff. Mrs Haydon is a Masters of Education student who is linked with us for her 

teacher training year. She is a biology major.

Year 13 in 2018. 90% of this fine group of young men gained University Entrance through their science subjects last year. Congratulations 

and all the very best for your future studies. You have done yourselves and your families proud. 

Gateway will start up about Week 6. We start with 13TCC, 13TCK & 12PTH. If your son knows what he would like to try out on the Gateway 

program, ask him to visit Mr Bishop, in the Gateway office and register his interest. If your son has his own placement lined up, encourage 

him to come and talk to us. 

In 2019 we are trialling a special relationship with the Skills ITO. We are focusing on Electrical (must have Physics), Call centres & jobs in 

the Public Service. Any students interested in exploring these areas should come into the office and register their interest.

If your son wants a Trade, the most important qualification they need is a manual Drivers Licence. They can prepare for the Learners for 

free on www.drivingtests.co.nz. There are credits available for all 3 stages of the licence.

Careers

12Pathways , and a few extras, recently attended a ‘hands on’ First Aid course where they not only got credits, they also learned ‘how to 

save someone’s life’. They all surprised themselves with what they were able to learn and are happy to have gained a First Aid Certificate 

qualification this early in the year.  

http://www.drivingtests.co.nz/


PFS

Tena koutou katoa

Currently at the PFS we have an amazing group of enthusiastic 
parents and grandparents who are passionate about:

Raising funds to provide improved educational and 
environmental facilities for our college community.
Fostering the growth of our college community through 
social interactions that link students, family and college

Our fundraising projects contribute resources to areas that 
are not usually or fully funded elsewhere.  Without your 
support projects such as chrome books / interactive 
whiteboard for Learning Support and the gym upgrade would 
not be possible.  

Our committee is looking for new members this year either on 
the committee or as a “helper” for one off events.  If this 
sounds like you please get in touch (details above) or come 
along to any committee meeting and get involved with your 
college.  We will welcome you with open arms.

FRIENDLY, RELAXED, 
WELCOMING, FUN, 
REWARDING OPEN 

TO NEW IDEAS

Fundraising ACTIVITIES

Entertainment Books – Great for yourself or as a gift

Launched in April

Please contact Erin at the email address below for more 

details
erin.baron.nz@gmail.com

EVENTS Planned so far for 2019

February – Welcome back and thank you to staff 

morning tea

March 7 – AGM 7pm in the Staff Room – All Welcome –

½ hour Meeting

May – College Open Day and PFS Sausage Sizzle

May/June – Movie Night

September – Annual Quiz Evening

Dances for Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 to be organized 

throughout the year

Q. How can you support us? A. By becoming a committee member or helper

As a helper – doing one of the following over the year is a huge help e.g. Bringing a plate for an event, covering a shift at a sausage

sizzle, buying or selling a ticket to an event, buying an Entertainment book, or providing prizes as outlined below. Contact us to

get your name on the list. As a committee member – contributing your ideas and enthusiasm to the fundraising and community

projects we plan each year.

Sponsorship and Prize Donations
We would like to be able to leverage off our amazing community and keen to hear from anyone who may have contacts that can

assist with fundraising ideas including sponsorship or donations for prizes at events. If you are able to connect us with anyone,

we would be very grateful and would love to hear from you.

Parents, Friends and 

Supporters Newsletter

VISIT THE COLLEGE WEBSITE – www.sbc.school.nz

CONTACT FELICITY (FLISS) HISLOP ON FLISS.JOHN@XTRA.CO.NZ OR 021-369-748

St Bernard’s College, Parents, Friends and Supporters Group February 2019

We look forward to hearing from you or meeting you soon 😊

mailto:erin.baron.nz@gmail.com
http://www.sbc.school.nz/
mailto:fliss.john@xtra.co.nz


The PFS meet on the first Thursday of each month at 7.30pm in the
school staffroom and we would love to have you join us.
It is a great way to get to meet other parents and get first-hand
knowledge of school happenings.

Please contact Felicity (Fliss) Hislop for more details
Email: fliss.john@xtra.co.nz
Phone: 021-369-748

PFS – Parents, Friends & Supporters

Calendar Alerts
Term 1 30 January – 12 April

Term 2 29  April – 5 July

Term 3    22 July – 27 September

Term 4    14 October – 6 December

February
22 Y 7&8 Days Bay
27 Days Bay PP day
28 student ID photos
March
6 Ash Wednesday
13 7&8 Immunisation 
14 Parent/Tutor Interviews
20 Parent/Tutor Interviews
23 Yr 13 Drama Trip to Auk

Full school calendar is available at www.sbc.school.nz

Leaving School During School Hours
If your son needs to leave school during the day please follow these 
steps.
 Send him with a note explaining why he is leaving
 He needs to get that signed by his dean
 Bring the note to the office when he is leaving.
 Sign out.

Contact Us
P:04 560 9250
F:04 560 9251
E:office@sbc.school.nz
W:www.sbc.school.nz

Physical/Postal Address
183 Waterloo Road
Lower Hutt 5010
New Zealand

Payment Of School Charges 
The school prefers all school charges to be paid directly to our bank account:   ASB Queensgate  12-3142-0164653-00.
Please include your son’s first name and surname, in the reference fields. Receipts are issued for all payments and given to students in class.
If you are facing financial difficulties please contact The Business Manager.  

Contact Details
It is very important that we are able to contact you, especially in case 
of an emergency. Please make sure we have your current contact 
information.

Our Community

Reminders

Nurse Consultation

FREE
Nurse’s consultation at St Bernard’s College, see the office to make
an appointment with a nurse from VIBE.

Free appointments with a doctor are available at the VIBE Clinic.
They can be made through the nurse, or directly with VIBE:

Vibe:566-0525

E-mail 
As most of our information is now sent by email.
Please check your settings to make sure we are a trusted sender.

Term Dates

(please note new hours)  Thursday 1.15pm – 5.15pm
Check out our new online ordering www.sbc.school.nz

2nd hand uniform is now sold at the college Uniform Shop during 
opening hours

We would still really appreciate any donations of quality second
hand uniform, please drop off to the main office.

Uniform Shop

Tena koutou katoa
Our PFS AGM will be on Thursday 7th March at 7.00pm in the staff 
room. We encourage you to attend and understand a little more 
about the way the PFS works with the college to provide resources 
and community opportunities for our awesome St Bernard's men and 
their whānau. We appreciate everyone is really busy so want to 
assure you the AGM will be for 30 minutes only with a hot drink and 
something to eat provided. We look forward to seeing you there.
PFS Committee

http://www.sbc.school.nz/
http://www.sbc.school.nz/

