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St. Bernard’s College
“To Stand on Life-Giving Ground”

Kia ora koutou,

We recently hosted the Special Character Review team from the Diocese.  Every Catholic school is reviewed on a three yearly cycle to ensure 
that they are authentically Catholic. The reviewers were in our school for three days and looked at a whole lot of documentation; interviewed 
students,  staff and some parents.  They walked around and sat in on classes and queued up to buy lunch in the Canteen along with the 
normal crowd of boys.  At the end of it all they sat down with the Board Chair, the Director of Religious Studies and myself and told us that in 
their view the Special Character of the College is evident everywhere in our school. 

The chief reviewer used the term “flagship school” to describe our expression of Special Character in her verbal feedback.  This statement 
became “a school to be proud of” in the final written report.  That is what they will report back to our Cardinal and to the New Zealand 
Catholic Bishop’s Conference.   It is objective feedback that as the St. Bernard’s College community we should all be very proud of. 

New Board and some Farewells and Welcomes.
The new Board sat for the first time on Wednesday 26th June.  We welcome Ms Louise Sziranyi, Mr John Dennehy, Mr Paul O’Sullivan, Mr 
Jamie Thompson,  Ms Emma Wallace and Mr Reupena Ah Young to the Board and farewell and thank Mr Greg Lindstrom, Mrs Mary Horner,
Mrs Tapu Alaifatu and Mr Alan Marshall for their service over the last three years.   Ms Kate Dominikovich was re-elected as Chairperson. 

We also farewell Mr Perry Nicol from the staff.  Mr Nicol has taught at the College since 2012 and we thank him for his dedication over that 
time and wish him well for his future.   We welcome Ms Lauren Taylor who is moving to Wellington from Canada to join our staff next term.   
We have also welcomed Mr Mark Hopkins to our staff as our cookery specialist and consultant to cover for Ms Kristen Gibb, who has begun 
her Maternity leave.

Congratulations to all of our boys who have worked consistently well over these first two terms.  If we take our engagement grades as an 
indicator of work ethic the whole school average for the year to date is 1.7 with 568 boys out of 660 achieving an average of 2.0 or better.  
This means that according to this measure the vast majority of our boys are independent or ‘positive’ leaners.  Congratulations to the 
following boys in particular who have achieved an average of under “1.1” over the year to date across all of their subjects: Jonathan 
Watkinson (11SH), Jack Egan (12SE), Jaime Lopez (13PA), Mathieu Boudet (11CK), Saran Ramachandran (11JO), Ethan Bugas (11SH),  Noah 
Cribb (12SE)

That is pretty awesome!

Nga Mihi
Simon Stack



St. Bernard’s College
“To Stand on Life-Giving Ground”

LibraryBook of the month

Commerce

A group of nine high school students grow in understanding of each other's challenges and 
forge unexpected connections as they prepare for a boys vs. girls poetry slam. Darrian dreams 
of being a journalist, pursuing the truth. To hone his skills and learn more about the power of 
words, he enrolls in Mr. Ward's class, known for its open-mic poetry readings, and boys vs. 
girls poetry slam. Everyone in class has something important to say, and in sharing their 
poetry, they learn that they all face challenges and have a story to tell. Issues addressed 
include health problems, aging out of foster care, taking on too much responsibility because of 
an addicted parent etc. As Darrian and his classmates get to know one another through 
poetry, they bond over the shared experiences and truths that emerge from their writing, 
despite their private struggles and outward differences. The story is told from the different 
points of view from each student.

Visit by Author Gareth Ward

This term we were lucky enough to have Gareth Ward visit 
the school. Gareth Ward, a.k.a. The Great Wardini is a 
magician, hypnotist, storyteller, bookseller and author. He 
has worked as a Royal Marine Commando, Police Officer, 
Evil Magician and Zombie. He basically likes jobs where you 
get to wear really cool hats. His first novel ,The Traitor and 
the Thief, a rip-roaring young adult Steampunk adventure, 
won a number of national awards and the sequel is due out 
in August this year. 

Over lunchtime Gareth worked with a small group of boys 
interested in creative writing and then delivered a talk 
(including magic) for all the year 9 boys in the Information 
Centre. 

From 12 to 25 April 2020 - 30 boys from the schools Drama and Commerce Departments are going to the USA on a combined Broadway / Wall 

Street investigation. The boys are aiming to raise a specific sum to reduce their personal costs and wish to work to achieve this. Please email 

Philip Carew on pcarew@sbc.school.nz or phone on 021 022 33389 if you have any work at all. The boys worked very well in relation to a 

previous trip for a number of Hutt Valley businesses and organisations. 

We also have:

Two raffles. One for a Media unit retailing at $1,850 from Ferndale Furniture Room 99 and the other for a weekend for two at Peppers 

Vineyards in the Wairarapa valued at $650. Tickets are selling for $5.00 each for each raffle.

Two Movie Nights 

Two Quiz Nights at the Tote Bar Silverstream

If you are interested in any of these, please email Philip Carew on 

PCarew@sbc.school.nz for tickets or further details.

mailto:pcarew@sbc.school.nz
mailto:PCarew@sbc.school.nz


Community notices

Only Adolescent Session in Hutt Valley!!

THE ADOLESCENT BRAIN
A session to help you understand : and interact more positively

Come along and hear KATHRYN BERKETT explain the incredible transition 

that is happening for our young ones.  

If you live or work with anyone going through the joys of adolescence, this 

will make incredible sense to you. And even better, we will talk about WHAT 

TO DO!!

LEARN WHAT TO DO IN 

THAT MOMENT OF CONFLICT 

REAL ‘TAKE HOME’ STRATEGIES

IDEAL FOR THOSE WITH AGES 

10+  EASY TO UNDERSTAND 

EXAMPLES

Thurs 22nd Aug

7:00 – 8:30pm

Sacred Heart College

65 Laings Road

Lower Hutt

Tickets from 

Eventbrite.co.nz

$15

Search 

‘Adolescent Brain’

Sacred Heart College is very lucky to have Kathryn Berkett from Engage – Neuroscience Training holding an session on The Adolescent 
Brain, details above.

This is to advise that commencing from Term 3 (Monday 22nd July) we have 
arranged with Tranzurban who operate your two afternoon Wainuiomata 
school services 867 & 868 to have both buses on the bus stop at 3.00pm.

Currently the route 868 service to Wainuiomata North departs at 3.10pm 
but we are changing this service to depart 5 minutes earlier at 3.05pm so 
that both buses will depart at the same time. 
We are hopeful that the above changes will assist with encouraging 
students to use the dedicated school services.

Bus time changes

Toi Whakaari NZ Drama School 
Open Week 15 July to 19 July 2019. Are you considering a Degree in acting? Maybe a Diploma in 
set design & construction or costumer design? Open week is on during the second week of the 
school holidays and is promising to be a very “hands on” experience. Due to popular demand you 
will need to book a maximum of 2 days on their website at 
https://toiwhakaari.ac.nz/portfolio/open-week-2019/ . Toi Whakaari is located 11 Hutchison 
Road, Newtown, Wellington. 

https://toiwhakaari.ac.nz/portfolio/open-week-2019/


Careers/Gateway

We are very pleased to have received overwhelmingly positive feedback about our Gateway students from the organisations that have 
taken them on for work experience. Well done lads! Our students enjoy and benefit greatly from their time in the workplace and we are 
thankful for the support of local businesses and the community including Alliance Fire & Security, Brent Cuttance (agriculture), Chair 
Solutions, Espresso Garden Café (Mitre 10 Petone), Harbour City Plumbing, Jason Brown Plumbing, Mediaworks “The Edge”, Metal Art Ltd, 
Noel Leeming (Lower Hutt), Our Lady of The Rosary School, Park Avenue Quality Meats, Ray Hartley Motors mechanics (Wellington), 
Sentinel Homes and The Warehouse (Queensgate). 



Careers/Gateway

Ms Lomax our Career’s Advisor,  had the opportunity to talk to the Right Honourable 
Winston Peters at the Independence Day function hosted by the U S Embassy. The 
Embassy wants to encourage more New Zealand college students to apply for entry into 
American Universities. Mr Peters talked knowledgeably about Rugby League and 
education.

Engineering at Weltec: 50 students went to Weltec for the day at the end of May, to find out about the many types of Engineering taught at 
Weltec. It was a very hands on day with a wide variety of activities showcased. Most students had little idea that Engineering Degrees can be 
gained at Weltec.

SBC staff took part in last month’s Megastrike day. As well as picketing outside school, we marched on Parliament. The new collective 
agreement has been accepted and we are grateful for the community’s understanding during this period. 



Science

Science fair 2019. 

A huge thank you to all the year 7 to 10 parents who assist their sons in his research endeavours towards his science fair investigations. These 

will be on display on Friday the 5th July in laboratories C1 and C6 from 3.00pm to 6.00pm. All parents and friends are welcome to come and 

view them.

Science Study guides and past paper analysis.  We have these available again at a very reasonable price. These are for the science subjects 

from year 11 to 13. * Fold out notes. $14     *Revision guides (exam questions) $14    *Both revision and notes: $23

Tutorials. After school tutorials will commence in mid September, after the winter sports season is over. They will be in C6 for Yr 11 science, 

13 biology and Science. For other subjects students needs to speak to their teacher.

STEMM. The local STEMM science quiz competition was held 3 weeks ago. Congratulations to our year 8 teams that came third out of 12 

colleges and our year 10 team that also came a credible 3rd.

University Chemistry. Our year 13 chemists and a few year 12 chemists spent the day hosted by the Victoria University chemistry 

department. This was an excellent opportunity for our lads to see what is currently being researched at Victoria. It also gave our boys the 

chance to do exciting practical work. Two of our year 13 boys won a prize for purifying an asprin tablet.

WALLACEA 2020. Next year we will have 8 students embarking on a 2 week scientific expedition to Indonesia. The students will work with 

students from countries all over the globe.  They will be involved with scientists who are collecting data on climate change. The two weeks is 

hard work collecting data. Please support any of their fundraising activities. The group will have Mr Mark Harrison joining them.

English

Help is available for those Year 9 and 10 boys wanting to improve their reading, comprehension and vocabulary skills. The sessions are held 
on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons in M12 in Marcellin. They run from 3.00 to 4.00pm. 

Arts

A select group of students visited St Claudine’s and St Bernadette’s to perform musical and dramatic items. Each performance involved 
packing and unloading the van, setting up and dismantling the performance space and the ultimate performance. Our presentation achieved 
laughter, excitement and curiosity from the students and their teachers at both schools. They all seemed keen to have us again. The highlight 
of the day was hanging out with the younger students before performances, watching each others’ performances and feeling proud of our 
combined work.

We’d like to thank all the teachers and staff who organised the trip and accompanied us on the day. The hot chips at lunchtime were 
particularly good.

Extraordinary experience to perform to younger audiences.



Year 10 Retreat

The Year 10 Retreat took place on Friday the 21st of June at St Joseph’s Mt Victoria and the Soup Kitchen on Tory St. 110 Year 10 boys learnt 
about compassion from the team at Challenge 2000, found out about the work of the Sisters of Compassion at the Soup Kitchen and discovered 
a range of sites that are significant to historical Wellington including the original crèche set up by Suzanne Aubert. The boys’ groups were given 
money to get their lunch around the city and had to look for opportunities to respond to people in need. Some positive feedback from the 
students included:
‘buying food for homeless people’, ‘the leaders trusted us to walk around the city by ourselves’, ‘learning how many homeless people there 
actually is’. A huge thanks to the staff and Year 13’s who accompanied and supported the boys throughout the day and to the team from 
Challenge 2000 who shared their gifts with us. It just happened to be the shortest day of the year yet the sun was out and our boys learnt 
about seeing through others eyes and walking in the shoes of those on the margins. I thank them for their maturity and empathetic decision 
making! Well done Year 10!

Year 13 Business Studies

Porto is a business from St Bernard's College, Wellington, formed within the Young Enterprise Scheme. Our name, Porto is derived from Latin

and means “to carry”, with our focus being spreading awareness surrounding environmental care through the usage of eco-friendly bags

sporting unique designs.

Our group is made up of five year 13 students within the business studies program at SBC: CEO - John Balao, CFO - Sam McCloy, Marketing

Director - Ralph Consignado, Communications Director - Jabez Castro and the Production Manager - Andrew Hislop.

As a result of the current trend in deterring away from the usage of plastic bags, we decided to take the concept of a drawstring bag and add a

reusable aspect to it. We accomplished this ‘reusable’ aspect through our calico based material, which is a natural material. These bags are

perfect for sports gear, and have many other uses due to their size and easy to carry nature.

We have three designs for the calico bags, two of which are designed specifically for St Bernard’s College, and the other being a plain calico

bag.

The first design uses 100% natural plain calico cotton material. The drawstrings

are made out of midnight blue nylon. The bag also includes a tag which displays

the company name and school.

This bag is sold for $5.00 . 

The second design uses calico based material, which has been dyed blue. The drawstrings 

are made out of yellow nylon which allows for the bag to have a blue and yellow colour

scheme, displaying the colours of SBC. 

This bag is sold for $7.00.

The third design is made using the same materials as our other SBC designed bag (calico

that has been dyed blue and yellow nylon drawstrings). However, this design incorporates

an embroidered St Bernard’s College logo in order for the bag to be more representative of

the school.

This bag is sold for $10.00.

If you would like to get in contact with us regarding purchasing a bag, or if you have any enquiries, feel free to email us at

porto2019sbc@gmail.com.

mailto:portosbc2019@gmail.com


Year 7 Update

Another exciting term for year 7. We’ve had events such as STEMM, Pink Shirt Day, ICAS Science, Cross 
Country and Year 7 and 8 Lit Quiz, just to a name a few events. On Tuesday 2 July we had our celebration 
assembly where students were recognised for their success and progress across a range of subjects. 

We also awarded presentations for those boys that received top recognitions for PB4L for term 1. Term 2 
awards will be given out at the start of term 3.

Top awards for 7AS
Erik Falmam
Xavier Blythen
Jack Brosnahan
Jayden Calder
Jacobus Tanis

Top Awards for 7MO
Jack Evans
Samuel Carter
Riel Curato
Vishal Patel
DÁrtagnan Lerm

Top Awards for 7WL
Ashtun Lake
Jacob Win 
Thomas Avery
Liam Holifield

Our top 5 earners of PB4l for term 1. These boys received a GOLD award for receiving over 30 recognitions 
in one term and also some coloured pencils.
Ashtun Lake 39, Jacob Win 36, Thomas Avery 36, Erik Falman 31 and Liam Holifield 31.



Sport

St Bernard’s Under 15 A’s had a hard fought win over Hato Paora Colts. Hato Paora had a strong defence which put pressure on our big ball 
runners. After a poor start, St Bernard’s managed to get momentum and score two quick tries in at the back end of the first half, with Ariki 
and Kelly both crashing over. The second half was very tight with a few calls not going our way, the boys began to look like victory would slip 
away. However with our constantly strong running loose trio of Sam, Aleki and Andy, we managed to grind out a win. Fantastic opportunity to 
head up to such a unique school and experience a long bus trip. Thanks to Hato Paora for the amazing hospitality. 

St Bernard’s College travelled to Hato Paora College in Fielding for our annual rugby exchange involving Under 15 and 1st XV teams. After our 
Mihi Whakatau and a cup of tea, our Under 15 side lead by Sam Mahy and Kelly Tangiwai-Scott got us off to a great start winning. 
The feature match saw the locals go out to an early lead before Jono Little scored the first of his 3 tries….Jono worked hard all game and has 
been recognised for his efforts by making the Hurricane’s Under 17 Camp in Napier.
The Hato Paora side continue to mount pressure and control the ball which saw them leading the first half 27-7. The start of the second half 
saw Hato Paora run the length of the field to score a great try for the locals.
St Bernard’s defence continued to fall off one on one tackles to make the final score 47-24. Tana Rangiwhetu handed over the new trophy to 
the Hato Paora Captain.

Francis Douglas Memorial College – Sports Exchange

St Bernard’s College annual winter sports exchange with Francis Douglas Memorial Collegewas held on Tuesday 2 and Wednesday 3 July at St 
Bernard’s College. Our guests arrived at 3pm and a welcome was held in the gym before billets were allocated.
Basketball was played on the Tuesday evening with our Junior A team dominating their opponents and getting the exchange off to a winning 
start for St Bernard’s. The Senior A game was played in front of a full house in a red hot atmosphere. In an absorbing battle in wasn’t until the 
final minute of the fourth quarter that Francis Douglas took control winning by 7 points.
On the Wednesday morning Golf, 1st XI Football, Hockey, Under 15 and 1st XV rugby were played. While a number of games were closely 
fought Francis Douglas dominated the exchange played in great spirit.
A big thank to all the families that hosted Francis Douglas students on the Tuesday evening.

Basketball
Junior A - St Bernard’s 86 Francis Douglas 58
Senior A - St Bernard’s 60 Francis Douglas 67

Football
St Bernard’s 2 Francis Douglas 3

Golf
St Bernard’s 1 Francis Douglas 9

Hockey
St Bernard’s 0 Francis Douglas 5

Rugby
Under 15 – St Bernard’s 14 Francis Douglas 17
1st XV – St Bernard’s 12 Francis Douglas 72

Results
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Sport con’t…

The 2nd XI will be embarking on a 3 day and 6 game football tour of the lower NI. Thank you if you have helped out with our fundraising 

efforts.

The season. We are 2/3 of the way through and all three teams have had their successes and loses. We will need to be winning consistently

from now on if we harbour any wish to get in to the finals in September.

Sincere Thanks. May I please pass on my thanks to all the parents who have offered transport to and from our games. Your support is greatly 

appreciated as is your positivity on the side lines.

Football

Congratulations to Pacey Johnston who has been selected in the 
Wellington Under 15 Championship team who will attend a national 
tournament in Whanganui during October.

Hockey

Cross Country

Cameron Forsyth, Nathaniel Graham and Oscar Strickland 
represented St Bernard’s College at the New Zealand 
Secondary Schools Cross Country Championships held in 
Timaru, 15/16 June.

Competing against schools from all over New Zealand, 
Nathaniel & Oscar competed in the year 9 race, run over 3km. 
Nathaniel finished a very creditable 17th and Oscar 63rd out of 
116 competitors.
In the senior boys race, run over 6km, Cameron Forsyth 
finished 68th out of 195 competitors.
On the Sunday Nathaniel was part of the Wellington year 9 
team that won a silver medal in the teams race.



The PFS meet on the second Thursday of each month at 7.30pm in
the school staffroom and we would love to have you join us.
It is a great way to get to meet other parents and get first-hand
knowledge of school happenings.

Please contact PFS Chair, Annemarie Peckston for more details
peckstons@gmail.com
Phone: 021 215 9245

PFS – Parents, Friends & Supporters

Calendar Alerts
Term 1 30 January – 12 April

Term 2 29  April – 5 July

Term 3    22 July – 27 September

Term 4    14 October – 6 December

July 5 Last Day of Term 2
22 Term 3 Starts

Aug 1 Parent/Tutor Interviews –
Early 12.15 Finish

6 Parent/Tutor Interviews
Early 12.15 Finish

7-9 2nd X1 Football Tour
10 SBC Ball
15 Yr 10 NCEA Parents evening
16 Yr 11 Retreat

Leaving School During School Hours
If your son needs to leave school during the day please follow these 
steps.
 Send him with a note explaining why he is leaving
 He needs to get that signed by his dean
 Bring the note to the office when he is leaving.
 Sign out.

Contact Us

P:04 560 9250
F:04 560 9251
E:office@sbc.school.nz
W:www.sbc.school.nz

Physical/Postal Address
183 Waterloo Road
Lower Hutt 5010
New Zealand

Payment Of School Charges 
The school prefers all school charges to be paid directly to our bank account:   ASB Queensgate  12-3142-0164653-00.
Please include your son’s first name and surname, in the reference fields. Receipts are issued for all payments and given to students in class.
If you are facing financial difficulties please contact The Business Manager.  

Contact Details
It is very important that we are able to contact you, especially in case 
of an emergency. Please make sure we have your current contact 
information.

Our Community

Reminders

Nurse Consultation

Nurse’s consultation at St Bernard’s College, see the office to make
an appointment with a nurse from VIBE.
Free appointments with a doctor are available at the VIBE Clinic.
They can be made through the nurse, or directly with VIBE:

Vibe:566-0525

E-mail 
As most of our information is now sent by email.
Please check your settings to make sure we are a trusted sender.

Term Dates

Thursday 1.15pm – 5.15pm
Check out our new online ordering www.sbc.school.nz

Uniform Shop

2nd hand uniform is sold at the uniform Shop during 
normal opening hours.
We really appreciate any donations of quality, second
hand uniform, please drop off to the main office.

Full school calendar is available at www.sbc.school.nz

The Kid’s Lounge Holiday Programme

8th July – 19th July 2019.
We are open from 6.45am to 6.00pm 

We have great activities scheduled for these holidays including 
Swimming, Flip Out Trampoline, Movies (Toy Story 4), Indoor/Outdoor 
Sports, Cooking – Burgers, Wheels day, Wacky hair day and much 
more. 
We are based in Central Lower Hutt at 229a High St (above Williams 
Dry Cleaners) 
You can book your place or find more information via email at 
vai@thekidslounge.co.nz or text/call Vai 022 355 4434. Our timetable is 
on our Facebook Page - The Kid’s Lounge 
We are OSCAR approved so some families may be eligible for OSCAR 
subsidies through WINZ. 

!!! New School Jackets now in stock !!!

Fleece lined, Waterproof and Warm!
$110 from the uniform shop.

mailto:peckstons@gmail.com
http://www.sbc.school.nz/
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