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St. Bernard’s College
“To Stand on Life-Giving Ground”

We farewelled Mrs Cook in week four of this term and have been very lucky to have had Ms Kathy Taylor back with us over the last few weeks 
teaching Ms Cook’s classes until Mrs Nicola Hare joins us before the end of the term.  We congratulate Ms Kristin Gibb on the birth of her baby 
daughter as she continues her maternity leave.  

Nga Mihi
Simon Stack

Staffing:

Newsletters:

I was at a Catholic Principal’s conference in Christchurch a couple of weeks ago.  In the ‘meet and greet’ on the first day I met three of the 
“locals” who were St. Bernard’s oldboys.  The person who sold me diesel for my ute in Upper Hutt last week told me that he was a St. 
Bernard’s oldboy.  He also mentioned that he’d just sold a lotto second division winning ticket the other week to a St. Bernard’s oldboy.  He 
didn’t know the name unfortunately.  At the Wellington Principal’s meeting last week two of the Principal’s there were St. Bernard’s oldboys.  
Over the last two weeks we have hosted Parish meetings looking at the future of our churches and buildings.  At these meetings I have 
continued to meet either oldboys or, more typically, mums of oldboys.   As I said to our boys on St. Bernard’s day last week - I am rapidly 
coming to the conclusion that the world is full of St. Bernard’s oldboys.  

Kia ora koutou

When you consider we are coming up to 75 years as a College that isn’t really all that surprising given that equates to thousands of boys who 
have gone through this place.  At the Board meeting last week it was noted that the College is currently undergoing it’s biggest building 
development since it began.   That is a wonderful thing for this College as it recognizes the value this College has and the value being placed 
on our boys’ education.  As I also said to the boys on St. Bernard’s day last week, the truly wonderful thing about this College is the people in 
it and those who have built it up over the years.   I know that sounds like a ‘cliché’ but you only have to show someone around this place at 
break-times – like I have just done with Ms Ginny Anderson MP – and you would understand what I mean.  The sense of positivity and 
welcome here is obvious to strangers.  We will be full again in 2020 and would be fuller if our maximum roll allowed that.  That is a great thing 
for our future.   

I am not sure if anyone reads these.  I wonder if in our 
‘digital’ age of websites and regular emails whether or 
not we still need to be communicating with Newsletters 
that are emailed out and contain photos that are better 
presented digitally anyway.    It does seem to me to be a 
means of communication from the days when the postal 
service was the only way of passing on information.  We 
are in the process of upgrading our website to include a 
gallery page, a ‘recent news’ page as well as pages for 
various departments to celebrate and showcase students 
work and achievement.  Please let me know what you 
think.  



St. Bernard’s College
“To Stand on Life-Giving Ground”

Digital Technologies

Earlier this year 16 students from Years 7 to 10 participated in the 2019 Digital Technologies Reach Assessment.  
It is pleasing to report that the following students gained a Good Effort award (roughly placing them in the top 50% of all NZ and Pacific 
candidates).  
Year 7: Aaron Conway and Vishal Patel
Year 9: Noah Hughes

The following students gained a Commendable award (roughly placing them in the top 35% of all NZ and Pacific candidates).  
Year 8: Michael Lopez and Matthew Smart
Year 9: Adam Gomez-Wadsworth

We are happy to report that the following students gained an outstanding award (roughly placing them in the top 10% of all NZ and Pacific 
candidates).  
Year 7: Sam Whiley
Year 8: Bevan Ellis

Sam Whiley Beven Ellis        Euan Monteclaro    Ben Housden

Year 11 retreat took place once again down at the Little Theatre in Lower Hutt. The boys were entertained by Spontaneous, the National 

Theatre Sports champions and learnt about how our bodies sometimes communicate messages for us that we don’t always mean. They also 

went out on to the streets and surveyed members of the public about how young people are perceived. The boys discussed with each other 

messages that we receive from the Church, the media and parents about sexuality and relationships. The final session revolved around the 

ideas that we tell ourselves and about how we need to treasure the present moment. Thanks to all the boys for taking part with enthusiasm 

and trying some new things even when it meant stepping outside your comfort zones!

Year 11 Retreat

St Bernard’s supports Countdown's decision to stop selling energy drinks to children under sixteen.

Countdown has provided us with the following information to share with our community.
 Energy drinks are not recommended for children and in New Zealand they already have to carry a warning saying this on the canor

bottle. 
 New Zealand has the third highest obesity rate in the OECD. (The Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development). Soft 

drink intake in New Zealand is currently declining, whereas consumption of juices, sports and energy drinks is increasing.
 It is the combination of caffeine, sugar, serving sizes and the fact children often consume energy drinks on the way to school that was 

specifically highlighted by health and education stakeholders as a concern.
 The Australia New Zealand Food Standard defines an energy drink as a ‘Non-alcoholic, water-based flavoured beverage which contains 

caffeine and may contain carbohydrates, amino acids, vitamins and other substances (including other foods) for the purpose of
enhancing mental performance’

 From Monday 2 September you’ll need to be 16 years or older to buy energy drinks at Countdown supermarkets across the country. 
This includes all single serve and multi-pack products in this category.

 Our team will be checking for ID in-store and through self-service checkouts. Early next year we’ll be introducing an automatic flag at 
checkouts as well.

 Customers who look under 16 years old will be asked for their ID as proof of purchase.

It is also very pleasing that the following students gained an 
Exemplary award (placing them in the top 1% of all NZ and 
Pacific candidates).  
Year 8: Benjamin Housden and Euan Monteclaro

Congratulations to each of these boys for their success

Sports Drinks



Young Vinnies Mass

St Bernard’s hosted the Young Vinnies Mass on Sunday the 

25th of September. It was a beautiful day and students 

from the Young Vinnies conferences from the Catholic 

schools of the Archdiocese gathered to recognise and 

celebrate the work that they do to support people in need 

through the St Vincent de Paul Society. A Columban priest 

from the community in Lower Hutt, Fr Thomas Rouse, said 

the Mass for us. Thanks go to the Bernard’s boys for their 

efforts in leading us in song – Patrick Shanahan, Jacob 

Smith and Lucky Heve as well as all those who read, 

served, and helped with the food. It was a great event and 

was great to see all of the students connecting through 

their work to help others. 

A small group of senior students arranged for Campbell Barry and Mayor Ray Wallace to come to school and debate a range of topics 

including Climate, Youth, Economy and Policy.

Money was raised from donations and a sausage sizzle to go towards a gala in 2020.

Debate



Library

Science

The science department would like to acknowledge the services of Perry Nicol who retired last term. Perry brought a great deal of experience 

on how to teach and relate to intermediate students. His experience in the printing field also helped him to get students to understand colour 

and how paper production works. It is great to have him returning regularly as a reliever for our science classes.

We very warmly welcome Lauren Taylor who joins us for the rest of the year. Lauren comes to us from Canada and her enthusiasm for 

teaching is being seen through the active involvement of the students in discussions and practical work. Welcome to the science department 

Lauren.

Whakatomene Matiu Somes Island project involved 10 Pasifika and 10 Maori students on a trip to Matiu/Somes Island to look at predator 

control methodology. The students also had two pre and post trip meetings to look at predator control on the mainland. It was organised 

through Hutt City Library who we thank sincerely for this opportunity. Special thanks to Mrs Jeanne Lomax (Pasifika liaison staff member) for 

her hard work in getting this off the ground.

REACH awards. At the college prizegiving earlier in the week we were able to give out prize money 
totalling $650 to 31 students who gained success in this Australian based science test of our 
students academic success. 

Senior study tutorials. These are underway at lunchtimes. From next week they will be available 

after school in C6 for 11 science and senior biology.

Study Guides. These excellent revision material are available from Mr Higson. They have a 

40% saving on the cost.

Book of the month

Four children temporarily lose their parents just as they are about to begin the race that 
offers their last chance of escaping poverty. Their task is to map a rail route through an 
uncharted wilderness. Can they overcome the many obstacles posed by nature - bears, bees, 
bats, river crossings, cliff falls and impossible weather? However their competitors are all 
adults, and they don’t play by the rules! 
A great adventure story in a undisclosed country and time, with a small bit of fantasy thrown 
in for good measure. The maps of the route (drawn by the character Francie) adorn the first 
page of each chapter so the reader gets an idea of the route and challenges ahead! 

The Mapmakers Race – Eirlys Hunter and Kirsten Slade

‘Books’ Alive Trip
This month Ms Kent and Mr Clarke took 15 boys to the books alive event in Wellington. This is 
an annual event where schoolchildren across the region can hear authors talk about their 
work. All the authors had been shortlisted for the NZ Book Awards for Children and Young 
Adults. This year the authors we saw were Brin Murray (Children of the Furnace), Rachel Craw 
(The Rift), Des Hunt (Search for a kiwi killer), Ant Sang (Helen and the go-go Ninjas) and 
Philippa Werry (The Telegram). The winners for each award can be found here 
http://www.nzbookawards.nz/new-zealand-book-awards-for-children-and-young-adults/2019-
awards/winners/ . ‘The Dog Runner’ and ‘Legacy’ can be found in SBC library along with many 
of the other nominees (including The Mapmakers Race)

Free Computers for 8 hours of parent time
Hutt City Libraries in partnership with the Digital Inclusion 
Alliance Aotearoa are running a course to promote safety 
online for children. Parents / careers will need to attend 4 x 2 
hour sessions at a Hutt City Library. Once the course is 
completed then participants will get to keep the Surface Pro 
computer. Only the first 100 people to complete the course will 
get to keep the computer and 50 have been allocated so far, so 
you will need to be quick. For further information please 
contact Renee Hurley – renee.hurley@huttcity.govt.nz or Lillian 
Pak – lillian.pak@huttcity.govt.nz

http://www.nzbookawards.nz/new-zealand-book-awards-for-children-and-young-adults/2019-awards/winners/
mailto:renee.hurley@huttcity.govt.nz
mailto:lillian.pak@huttcity.govt.nz


Science

Science Fair Winners 2019

Ben Housden

1st Overall
1st in class
1st in Yr 8

Finley Sie

Tyler Shaw

2nd Overall
1st in class
1st in Yr 7

3rd Overall
1st in class
1st in Yr 9



Gateway/Careers

Congratulations to Caleb Samuel and Gabriel Leonor who have successfully secured employment with Harbour City Plumbing after 
performing exceptionally well on Gateway. Well done lads and a big thank you to Brad and the crew at Harbour City Plumbing. Brad has 
stepped up again to take on another of our students for a placement and we genuinely appreciate his long running support.

Nithen Best has been doing excellent work at 
Ray Hartley Motors in Wellington city and we 
are very thankful to Ray and his team for 
sharing their considerable skills and knowledge 
with him.

Liam Aitken and Charlie Brosnahan are doing a sterling job at Sentinel 
Homes and Jason Brown Plumbing respectively, gaining valuable 
experience and skills working with top tradesmen

A great effort from the Red Shirts team including Thomas, Mark and Junior who all passed their assessments at The Warehouse with flying 
colours. Thanks for all your hard work.

Special mention to Thomas Holden who recently put his newfound customer service skills into action on his first night with The Red Badge 
Awesome Events team at Westpac Stadium, along with a contingent of St Bernard’s boys including Mikaere and Luca. The Awesome Events 
recruitment team recently paid a visit to the College where we had a very encouraging response and it’s good to see our young men out there 
doing it.



Gateway/Careers con’t
Student Job Interview Guide and Tips

MoneyHub, a consumer finance website, has published a guide to job interview 

success, helping you to attend a job interview and have the confidence to 

shine! All job types are covered, and a list of template answers will help you put 

together your own replies. Getting a part-time or summer job is a lot easier with 

this guide, exclusive to MoneyHub. To access the guide, visit the MoneyHub

Student Job Interview Tips page.

www.oliverlee.co.nz/leavingschool-issue16 this is a link to a career magazine which has a lot of good basic careers information. There is a lot of 

paid content but you can always check with me if you want more information about anything mentioned here. jlomax@sbc.school.nz.

Sport

Football

Football prizegiving. This will be held at the Augus Inn on Friday 13th September. The cost is $35 for parents/friends but $20 for players. We 

would love to have all our players attend and their parents. Players have a notice outlining the evening and they MUST return it by the 7th

September.

The recent Football tour of the lower NI was a success. There were 6 games over the 3 days. There were victories over Rangitikei College, 

Ruapehu College and St Peter’s College (PN). We had losses to Otaki College, Cullinane College (Whanganui) and Whanganui HS.  The team that 

went was our 2nd XI.

Our final placements for the year were: 1st XI - 7th in Premier reserve grade., .2nd XI - 4th in Div 4 and The Junior 1 team were 5th in Division 1.

My thanks goes out to the parents of our 3 teams.   Without your support and encouragement we would not have had football at St 

Bernard’s. Thanks for vocal support on the sidelines, the transportation, the washing of the jerseys, getting your sons to wear their college 

uniform to the games with pride. Above all thank you for supporting St Bernard’s football.

The 1st XV played a fixture against a team made up from the NZ Police on the 8th August. Although the Police Team only came together on 
the day they had some wily older heads which our boys would have learnt from. The game was played at a frenetic pace with many tries 
scored by both teams and was a game played with great spirit. One of the most entertaining games of the season.

Rugby

https://moneyhub.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4f800e30216ca638abfe3a711&id=388f54a56b&e=f95f40c8b1
http://www.oliverlee.co.nz/leavingschool-issue16


St Bernard’s Day



St Bernard’s Day



The PFS meet on the second Thursday of each month at 7.30pm in
the school staffroom and we would love to have you join us.
It is a great way to get to meet other parents and get first-hand
knowledge of school happenings.

Please contact PFS Chair, Annemarie Peckston for more details
peckstons@gmail.com
Phone: 021 215 9245

PFS – Parents, Friends & Supporters

Calendar Alerts
Term 1 30 January – 12 April

Term 2 29  April – 5 July

Term 3    22 July – 27 September

Term 4    14 October – 6 December

Aug 30 SBC Day
Sept 2-5 NZSS Football Tournament

5 Orchestra Festival
8-13 AIM’s Games Tournament
11-17 Snr Derived Grade Exams
19 Year 12 Retreat
27 End of Term 3

Oct 14 Start of Term 4
15-23 Dental Van
28 Labour Day

Nov 1 Last Day Yr 11-13

Leaving School During School Hours
If your son needs to leave school during the day please follow these 
steps.
 Send him with a note explaining why he is leaving
 He needs to get that signed by his dean
 Bring the note to the office when he is leaving.
 Sign out.

Contact Us

P:04 560 9250
F:04 560 9251
E:office@sbc.school.nz
W:www.sbc.school.nz

Physical/Postal Address
183 Waterloo Road
Lower Hutt 5010
New Zealand

Payment Of School Charges 
The school prefers all school charges to be paid directly to our bank account:   ASB Queensgate  12-3142-0164653-00.
Please include your son’s first name and surname, in the reference fields. Receipts are issued for all payments and given to students in class.
If you are facing financial difficulties please contact The Business Manager.  

Contact Details
It is very important that we are able to contact you, especially in case 
of an emergency. Please make sure we have your current contact 
information.

Our Community

Reminders

Nurse Consultation

Nurse’s consultation at St Bernard’s College, see the office to make
an appointment with a nurse from VIBE.
Free appointments with a doctor are available at the VIBE Clinic.
They can be made through the nurse, or directly with VIBE:

Vibe:566-0525

E-mail 
As most of our information is now sent by email.
Please check your settings to make sure we are a trusted sender.

Term Dates

Thursday 1.15pm – 5.15pm
Check out our new online ordering www.sbc.school.nz

Uniform Shop

2nd hand uniform is sold at the uniform Shop during 
normal opening hours.
We really appreciate any donations of quality, second
hand uniform, please drop off to the main office.

Full school calendar is available at www.sbc.school.nz

LOVE TENNIS WEEKEND!
Come along to Petone Tennis Club's 'Love Tennis' Open Weekend!
Saturday 7th & Sunday 8th September 1-4pm. (Bouverie St, Petone)
Children, teenagers, adults and families of all ages come along & 
find out all there is to LOVE about TENNIS! (racquets available)
FREE - fun tennis activities, games, challenges, prizes, facepaint & a 
sausage sizzle!
Come along and you will have the chance to win ...
A trip for two to the 2020 ASB Classic in Auckland in January!

Like to play cricket this summer?
HDCC Junior Cricket registration are now open for the 2019-20 
cricket season

"Get involved in all the fun, excitement and action of cricket this 
summer."

Head to our club website www.huttdistrictcc.org.nz to play 
cricket.

Our club caters for boys and girls from the ages of 5 to 13,
 Year 1 Have a Go cricket played on Friday nights
 Year 2-4 (age 6-8) Softball cricket (Saturday Mornings)
 Year 5-8 (age 9-13) Hardball cricket (Saturday Mornings)

 Girls year 5-8 - Sunday Girls only softball cricket

mailto:peckstons@gmail.com
http://www.sbc.school.nz/
http://www.sbc.school.nz/
http://www.huttdistrictcc.org.nz/?fbclid=IwAR0R0sRMNK8pgeDkMq89c76XMrd59mLOKui0Lq7qHtd9AmSp6GRCInw_rfs

