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St. Bernard’s College
“To Stand on Life-Giving Ground”

It has been a week of celebrations and farewells with our Year 13 Leavers Mass and dinner on Monday night and the senior prize-giving on 

Tuesday.  The prize-giving itself is an awesome display of the some of the best things about our College and I am always disappointed that our 

Junior boys do not get to witness this.  I was particularly struck this year by what our Head Boy – Nicholas Lindstrom – had to say to us all.

His speech was one of thanks.  He thanked many people – teachers by name, his family, his year group and the school.  It is his words about 

legacy I leave you with and I encourage you to have your sons read it.     

Last week I was sitting in Mr Stack’s office, killing time while waiting for a meeting. 

On a shelf, tucked away in the corner of the room was a stack of books, it turned 

out that they were yearbooks dating back to 1984. Out of interest I picked one up, 

hoping to gain some inspiration. I flicked to the year 13 leavers quote page. I'm not 

going to lie.  None of their quotes actually struck me as funny, but they left me 

wondering where they are now.

Underneath the quotes was a section called ‘plans for next year’.   Most were 

joking… everything from “Minister of Finance” to “Inmate at Rimutaka” formerly Wi 

Tako prison.   I sat there and stared at the photo of the person that put “prisoner” 

down. He probably would never thought that a year 13 leaver would be reading his 

quote 35 years after he had moved on, however this was a little piece of his legacy 

at St. Bernard’s.   I've been thinking about legacy quite a lot lately, and it's been 

scary.

The daunting thought of being forgotten when we move on is something that I think is 

universally felt by school leavers. I fell down a rabbit hole of YouTube videos and reddit

posts until I came upon a quote; “carve your legacy on hearts, not headstones”.  

A legacy is etched into the minds of others and the stories they tell about you. ” It got me thinking about all the boys in our year, the blood, 

sweat and tears that went into the young men who are now on the verge of leaving, who's legacy are they.

Legacy… it's a strange thing. A legacy can't be built by constantly thinking and planning how to have a great legacy, no. A legacy is built by 

doing the small things every day. Giving it your all, being positive, being respectful.  After all, people won't remember the words you say or the 

things you gave them… they will remember how you made them feel. The year 13 leaving class will never forget how this place made us feel, 

we will never forgot the smiles, the tears, the laughter, and the numerous times we've sung ‘Country Roads’.

On behalf of the Year 13’s I would like to thank the boys of our college for being such a pleasure to lead. I genuinely hope that the incoming 

group of leaders is the best we've ever had. Remember to leave the school in a better place than you found it and always remember to back 

yourselves. To my year 13’s, we are moving on now and soon we might just be quotes on a yearbook page, but always remember that it is 

never too late to make an impact on this world.   After all we have our whole lives in front of us. I leave you with this saying:

“the idea was never to live forever, it was to create something, our job isn't to lead forever it is to spark something in those

who we lead, ideas and values that live forever.”  Hopefully we fulfilled that duty. 

Thank you very much

Nick Lindstrom



St. Bernard’s College
“To Stand on Life-Giving Ground”

Student Trustee Election

Congratulations to Damian Scahill who 
has been elected as the Board of 
Trustee’s Student Rep for 2019/2020.

Thank you to Will Johnson for his 
contributions this  past year.

Junior Speeches

Fabulous speeches from our Junior School. Thank you to all the teachers who came to help supervise and support. 
Our boys are amazing! Please congratulate all our participants. The topics were fairly diverse: unfair pay for the Samoan rugby team, child 
labour, racism in education, doing the mahi to get results and manners maketh the man! 

Year 8: Year 9: Year 10: 

2nd Juan Santosh 2nd Matthew Smart 2nd Daniel Porter Samuels 2nd Ma’a Tauaneai

Year 7 : 

1st Luca Mitchell 1st Caleb Thompson 1st Edward O’Sullivan 1st Jack Tetley 



Library

Book of the month

These Islands Here- short stories of the South Pacific
by Bronwyn Elsmore 

Stories of Aotearoa-New Zealand, and other islands of Polynesia. These stories are 
fictional tales based on the variety of life in in these islands of the South Pacific. The 
stories are split into different time periods in NZ history from the 1800’s through to 
modern day and cover the pleasure, pain, calamity, comedy, fun, misfortune, loss and 
triumph of being human. I particularly enjoyed ‘Its me, Raku’ about a young man 
relocating from the Islands to NZ. A beautifully written book, containing several award 
winning short stories. – Ms Kent

SBC Summer Reading Programme
Don’t forget boys can take home as many books as they like to read over the summer 
holidays. The library is open at lunchtime on Fri 29th November for boys to select their 
books

Year 7 or 8 and love Cricket? Ready for the T20 tournament this summer?
Kiwi kids can read their favourite team to victory this summer. The Super Smash Reading Challenge brings together two favourite Kiwi 
summer pastimes: cricket and reading. Read NZ Te Pou Muramura (formerly NZ Book Council) has joined forces with New Zealand Cricket’s 
T20 summer tournament to get kids reading more books over the holidays. The Super Smash Reading Challenge is a new interactive website. 
Primary and intermediate-aged children are invited to register for free and choose their local cricket team to ‘play’ for. Players log the books 
they read over the summer, along with a star rating and short review. A leader board keeps track of the Super Smash teams as they move up 
and down the rankings accordingly. The challenge runs until the final T20 cricket game on 19 January. Paper Plus gift cards are up for grabs 
every day of the T20 tournament. There are lots of other spot prizes on offer, including books and signed sports gear from NZC, along with 
double passes to games. Sign on for free at this website: https://reading-challenge.org.nz/
At the time of writing Wellington Firebirds have read 390 books and Wellington Blaze have read 23 books.

https://bookcouncil.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=79bcd3b2b3d527678e00f7b1f&id=741c63f6ff&e=be1207e456
https://reading-challenge.org.nz/


Music

Bandquest 2019

We had two bands involved in this year’s Bandquest which is a 
primary/intermediate version of Rockquest. Both bands have worked 
with Mr Jensen as a part of our instrumental tuition programme and 
both bands represented us well. 
Blue Lights played ‘Sweet Child o’ Mine’ and ‘Come Together’. Their 
performance featured an awesome guitar solo from Finn Curran-
Mongan alongside a sterling ensemble effort involving Finn Inia, Justin 
Gray and Kakina Ikiua. Kakina managed to win the Vocalist Award for 
the region!!
Lehx Play performed ‘Seven Nation Army’ and Lucas Hansen, Erik 
Falmann and Xavier Blythen played well together, supporting each 
other in front of a crowd of hundreds with the help of Justin Gray 
filling in for Henry Lee Stephen-Williams. 
We look forward to hearing more from these musicians in future 
school and local events.

Wellington Orchestra Festival, Thursday 5 September

This year, seven St Bernard’s College students took park in the 
annual Wellington Orchestra Festival, held at Chilton St James 
School. Joined by 140 student musicians from across the region, 
our boys led the way in their music making, behaviour and 
contribution to the event. Xavier Ngaro was the concertmaster, 
Sean Montoya, Jorge Acosta Gasca and Nay Lin Phyu led the 
cello section and Liam Joseph and Bartholomew Hanley-Smith 
took their place in the violin and trumpet sections respectively.

Having prepared in rehearsals prior to the event, the day is 
comprised of massed and sectional rehearsals and finishes with 
a concert of the six prepared pieces . This year, the concert 
featured Disney tunes and a classic from the Baroque Period –
The Hallelujah Chorus. It was awesome to have students from St 
Bernard’s in the audience supporting our boys. Thanks to Ms 
Watson and Mr Doak for bringing them along.

Celebration of the Arts

Celebration of the Arts 2019 was so cool. Everyone was so good to
each other. It was a true display of talent and brotherhood.

The night before, Mr Crisp, Ms Horner, Xavier B and Jayden P had
been down with most of the gear. In the morning, everyone met at
the Events Centre for a morning practice whilst the tech crew set
things up; the lights, the recording cameras, the microphones,
props, amplifiers and kit. Then we had some pizza for morning tea
and got ready for the matinee.

The schools which came were so supportive of all the
performances. The matinee ran really smoothly. Then everyone
went home and had dinner. We met back at the Events Centre at
6:00pm to prepare for the evening performance. A special thanks
to Ms Horner, Mr Crisp, Mr Palamo, Ms Jennings, Ms Uili and the
tech crew for making this amazing experience possible.

Xavier Blythen 7AS



Gateway/Careers

Student Exchange live online session: Tuesday November 12th @ 9.30pm. Register at www.studentexchange.org.nz and find out all you need 
to know about their exchange program and scholarship information.

GATEWAY 2020

Get in first and register your interest in Gateway for next year!
You don’t have to be in 12 Pathways to do Gateway.
If you can find a suitable placement yourself, we will consider it early.

If you are keen to apply or find out more please see Mr Bishop in Room B8 (next to the medical room) in the Careers Department.

Science

Senior Tutorials: The science department would like to congratulate the many senior students who have availed themselves of the 

opportunity to attend tutorials after school, during their study break and on Saturday mornings. These students have made the decision that 

they need extra help in order to gain the best qualification as possible. 

2020. The department is looking forward to moving into the new science laboratories at the start of the new year. We would like to thank 

the builders, plumbers, electricians, drain layers, gas fitters, glazers, and others who have made the new facility an excellent addition to the 

learning environment at SBC.

Parents and caregivers. We would like to sincerely thank you for supporting your son and the science department in our endeavours to give 

your son the opportunity to participate in a wide variety of activities outside the labs. Thank you also for your donation of jars, yoghurt 

containers etc.

Sport

Football

2020 football season. Those players wishing to be members of the 1st XI in 2020, need to spend the summer break getting fit and maintaining 

their football skills.

Congratulations to Darrel Katumbu who made the Division 2 team at the recently held U19 Football Tournament in Napier, a tournament run 

under the auspices of NZ football. This is a great honour. Darrel was also a member of our 1st XI this year. 

Football leavers. To the 21 players who are leaving this year,  the football club asks you to put back into football the many rewards you have 
received from it. Please find the time to coach, manage or referee.

College futsal. In term 3 we had both Senior and Junior futsal competitions run over lunchtimes. Congratulations to the Yr 13 team (Higgi

Smalls) who won the senior competition and a year 8 team (Woo Hoos) who won the junior competition.

http://www.studentexchange.org.nz/


Sport

AIM’s Games

Water polo

Football

Rugby 7’s

St Bernard’s College attended the 2019 Aims Games in September, sending a team of 33 athletes along with coaches and managers. The 

team was made up of Football, Rugby 7’s and Water Polo teams along with an individual golfer.

Upon arriving in Tauranga the various teams made their way to their accommodation with the football team staying at Greenwood Park 

Lifestyle Village continuing the relationship which started in 2017. Rugby 7’s and Water Polo teams this year stayed in holiday homes.

All the athletes attended the opening ceremony on the Sunday evening before getting a good night’s sleep with competition underway on 

the Monday morning.

With all our teams competing well during the week the highlight was our football team making it through pool play and into the top 16. 

Unfortunately, they came up against some bigger stronger teams in this next stage and finished the tournament in 16th place, an excellent 

effort. Rugby 7’s developed well during the week and by the end of the tournament were playing good 7’s rugby. They ended up winning 

more games than they lost. The Water Polo team came up against some tough opposition but competed well and got a well deserved win 

and they were unlucky not to win another couple of games during the week. Our golfer had a consistent week finishing midfield.

A big thank you to all the boys involved for the way they represented the school, coaches/managers, parents and sponsors.

We look forward to St Bernard’s attending next year’s Aims Games.

The Boys!



Sport con’t …

The 2019 sports awards were held on Friday 25 October in the school gymnasium. This is an opportunity to show our appreciation to all those 
involved in sport, students, convenors, coaches/managers, parents/caregivers and our sponsors. It is also a time to celebrate the success of 
our students and those who have achieved sporting excellence. This year we were lucky enough to secure the services of Dillon Boucher 
(former NZ & NZ Breaker basketballer) as our Guest Speaker which also tied in with basketball being the number one sport at St Bernard’s. 
Dillon delivered some key messages in his speech as to what it takes to achieve your goals. On the Saturday morning Dillon spent two hours 
running a coaching session for some of our boys.

St Bernard’s College Sports Awards

Congratulations to all award winners.

Listed below is the 2019 Sportsman of the Year and recipients of Excellence in Sports and Service to Sport Awards. A full list of award 
winners will be on our website very soon.

Sportsman of the Year 2019

Jacob Laban

(Rugby League, Softball)

College Sport Wellington – Sports Awards
The College Sport Wellington Sports Awards were held on Sunday 3 November at the Te Rauparaha Arena in Porirua. This is an annual event 
where college students and administrators throughout the region are acknowledged for their achievements and contribution to sport. St 
Bernard’s College nominates a number of students who have excelled in their sport with chosen finalists then attending the sports awards 
evening.

St Bernard’s College received a pennant for winning the Senior Boys Regional Softball tournament in 2019, our first pennant since 2013. We 
look forward to this team competing for a National title in 2020.

This year we had five finalists, Jacob Laban (Rugby League & All Rounder), Jono Little (Softball), Marcus Kowalcyzk (Water Polo), Tana 
Rangiwhetu (Touch), and Nicholas Lindstrom (Services to Sport)

Congratulations to all our finalists with Jacob Laban taking out the Rugby League player of the year award.



Dallas Clifton (Softball)

Sport con’t …

Jono Little (Softball) Regan Craig (Indoor Cricket)

Jacob Horne (Fencing) Gerard Cabauatan (Swimming) Tana Rangiwhetu (Touch)

Outstanding Service to Sport Awards
Brenten Higson (Football)    Chris Hart (Touch)    Michael Ross (Basketball)

Excellence in Sport Awards

Our sponsors

https://www.whitingfinancial.co.nz/


The PFS meet on the second Thursday of each month at 7.30pm in
the school staffroom and we would love to have you join us.
It is a great way to get to meet other parents and get first-hand
knowledge of school happenings.

Please contact PFS Chair, Annemarie Peckston for more details
peckstons@gmail.com
Phone: 021 215 9245

PFS – Parents, Friends & Supporters

Calendar Alerts
Term 1 30 January – 12 April

Term 2 29  April – 5 July

Term 3    22 July – 27 September

Term 4    14 October – 6 December

Nov 8 NCEA Exams Commence
11 Early Finish 1.15pm
13-15 Yr 10 EOTC Camp

(selected students only)
15 Yr 7-9 Orientation Day
20-22 Yr 9 EOTC Camp 

(selected students only)
Dec 2-6 Events Week

6 Last Day Term 4

Leaving School During School Hours
If your son needs to leave school during the day please follow these 
steps.
 Send him with a note explaining why he is leaving
 He needs to get that signed by his dean
 Bring the note to the office when he is leaving.
 Sign out.

Contact Us

P:04 560 9250
F:04 560 9251
E:office@sbc.school.nz
W:www.sbc.school.nz

Physical/Postal Address
183 Waterloo Road
Lower Hutt 5010
New Zealand

Payment Of School Charges 
The school prefers all school charges to be paid directly to our bank account:   ASB Queensgate  12-3142-0164653-00.
Please include your son’s first name and surname, in the reference fields. Receipts are issued for all payments and given to students in class.
If you are facing financial difficulties please contact The Business Manager.  

Contact Details
It is very important that we are able to contact you, especially in case 
of an emergency. Please make sure we have your current contact 
information.

Our Community

Reminders

Nurse Consultation

Nurse’s consultation at St Bernard’s College, see the office to make
an appointment with a nurse from VIBE.
Free appointments with a doctor are available at the VIBE Clinic.
They can be made through the nurse, or directly with VIBE:

Vibe: 566-0525

E-mail 
As most of our information is now sent by email.
Please check your settings to make sure we are a trusted sender.

Term Dates

Thursday 1.15pm – 5.15pm
Check out our new online ordering www.sbc.school.nz

Uniform Shop

2nd hand uniform is sold at the uniform Shop during normal opening 
hours.
We really appreciate any donations of quality, second hand uniform,
please drop off to the main office.

Full school calendar is available at www.sbc.school.nz

Wednesday 29 January Year 7 & 9 Students only 

Thursday 30 January All Students

Start dates January 2020

SCHOOL REWARDS 
PROGRAM 
For every pair of 
school shoes sold, 
Shoe Clinic will give a 
$10 donation to your 
school, helping to give 
your child more 
opportunities. Simply 
nominate your school 
instore. 
18 Stores Nationwide 
www.shoeclinic.co.nz

mailto:peckstons@gmail.com
http://www.sbc.school.nz/
http://www.sbc.school.nz/
http://www.shoeclinic.co.nz/

