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Kia ora koutou
It has been another wonderful start to the year. I have to say that it did begin slightly early as many of us gathered together at 5.30am on a
Thursday morning on January 23rd to be a part of the blessing and opening of our new Science block. We were particularly thankful to have
our Cardinal do this for us along with our Kaumatua. Our Cardinal gave our new building the name of “Gregor Mendel” after the Priest,
Teacher and Scientist who gave the world its first understanding of modern genetics.
In talking to us about why he had chosen that name for our building Cardinal
John talked about Mendel as being a man ‘whose Catholic faith meant
everything to him and whose scientific studies can help us to discover more
and more about our faith too’. He finished with the words:
“I hope that everyone who studies and teaches here will remember Mendel’s
motto “Thy will be done”. If we try to remember God’s will in all things, we
will then respect one another, we will respect our world and we will know
beyond any doubt that we are already standing on life-giving ground’
Our College is going from strength to strength with a full roll again this year.
We have the statement “To Stand on Life-giving Ground” as our whakatauki.
This ‘life-giving ground’ is our Catholic Faith – a Faith that we know can empower our boys to grow and “stand tall” in their lives. This faith
continues to be the foundation of all that we do here – from our Pastoral systems based on building and maintaining respectful relationships
with each other to our teaching/learning based on knowing our learners and trying to adapt what we do and what we offer to fit our boys as
individuals rather than the other way around. This is not an easy thing to be doing within the framework of NCEA but it is what we focus on
as a school.
During last year many of you came along to our strategic planning meetings or answered the survey asking you what you wanted this place to
be. The boys and staff also had their say as well. The Board took some time in reflecting on all of this “voice” and agreed on a Strategic Vision
and Goals based largely on this feedback. It sets out how our school will be over the next 3-5 years...what St Bernard’s College “looks like” as a
school. The Vision and Goals are included in this newsletter and while I know it can be tempting to just “glance over it” as being so many
words (with no interesting pictures!) I believe that it describes a wonderful place – an awesome thing to be a part of. Of course the challenge
is to continue to make it happen!

Building Update
After many delays, brought on by the need to clear the asbestos from the two existing old buildings at the front of the College, our builders
(Peryer Construction) are well into the process of completing the temporary works needed to keep us functioning over the next year as we
demolish the old white block – hopefully at the end of this term. The new build will be done in two stages. The library, computer rooms and
some classrooms will continue in the old blue building as the white block is demolished and most of the new building is established. Once
complete the old blue block comes down and the new building will be completed into that space.
I would like to acknowledge the boys and staff who continue to be positive and “forgiving” as this redevelopment continues. They really are
awesome! We also acknowledge the team from Peryers Construction who have already been a part of this place for a year. They have been
great to work with and do everything we ask of them to minimize the impact of their work on our day to day lives here. They even help put up
basketball hoops when the boys ask.

National NCEA Changes
In case you missed it, the Government has recently confirmed its final NCEA change package. Schools have been advised that the changes are
intended to: strengthen our national qualification; address over-assessment and fragmented learning; promote culturally responsive teaching
and learning; and improve accessibility, the support available to teachers, and the information available to students and whānau.
A copy of the Ministry of Education’s announcement is available here: Ministry website.
There are changes to the subjects that the Ministry proposes to support at NCEA Level 1. The Ministry state that this is consistent with the
policy objective - for NCEA Level 1 to become a broader, foundational qualification that allows students to keep their pathway options open,
while Levels 2 and 3 promote greater specialisation.
The Ministry has asked us to encourage you all to give feedback. Public engagement on the subject list for NCEA Level 1 has commenced for a
period of two months (closing on 20 April 2020).
More information is available on the Ministry’s website along with the provisional subject list for NCEA Level 1:
https://consultation.education.govt.nz/ncea/ras-provisional-subject-list. The Cabinet paper and Ministry advice have also been made public
(see under the February tab). You can find the list in the engagement questionnaire, or for your ease of reference it is also accessible from this
link to the Cabinet paper (go to pages 19 and 20).
Nga mihi
Simon Stack

Science Block Opening

Our wonderful dawn opening and blessing by Cardinal John Dew of our new Science Block named 'The Gregor Mendel Block'. It was great to
have such a large turnout at 5.30am, thank you to all who attended.

Sacred Heart Leadership Mass

Always a pleasure to be invited to attend the Sacred Heart College Leadership Mass at the start of the Year.
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Visiting Japanese Students

Boys from a visiting school Tokai Urayasu in Japan bond with Mrs O'Brien's RE class

Year 13 Retreat
Our Year 13 students had their two day leadership retreat held at Silverstream Retreat.
They were guided through a range of leadership activities by staff and peers, and had a wonderful and rewarding experience.

Year 13 Retreat where the boys were challenged to run a lap of the field for every member of the College community

Music
Thanks to all students who have attended their instrumental lessons this term. It is a mammoth effort to assemble the timetable and
accommodate so many students but we have done it. Tutors are impressed with student attendance so far this year. Just a few things;
Tutors are not meant to chase students in lesson times. Students need to manage their attendance. Emails from home where
attendance is not possible are welcome to mhorner@sbc.school.nz. I will pass them on to the tutor concerned.
Students who practise between lessons will get much more out of them than students who do not. A clear file to keep music sheets in
is advised to help students keep track of their music.
Students are invited to perform in pop up concerts at the end of the term where these are possible. Encourage your student to work
towards this or to perform to you at home!!
Thanks also to parents who have helped get students into a weekly routine of remembering their lesson. The timetable is up in the Music
room if students need to look at it again.
Choir and Rock Orchestra
Both of these groups are preparing for local events and a tour in Term 2. Attendance needs to be regular at rehearsals.
Rock Orchestra – Monday lunchtime
Choir – Wednesday lunchtime (new members still welcome here)
Guitar Ensemble
This new group is now rehearsing on Tuesdays at lunchtime under the direction of Mr Clyde Clemett, out guitar tutor. Enquiries to Ms Horner
are welcome.
Year 7 and 8 Rock Bands
We have one band already preparing music with help from tutor, Mr Michael Jensen. We have room for 4-5 more players to form a second
group. See Ms Horner if you are interested.

PB4L
Positive Behaviour for Learning Schoolwide is a framework of processes which encourage us as teachers to focus on positive behaviour and
recognise it as such. To be honest, it also has an impact on our own behaviour and most importantly, on the effectiveness of our teaching.
A recognition is where a teacher has noticed positive behaviour, and then taken the time to enter it into our system (the PB4L app). Most
recognitions happen in the classroom. At this stage of the year, most recognitions are for Love of Self, where students have demonstrated
mana in their appearance, their readiness for learning and their focus on classwork.
Our expectations are to love God by being thankful, love others by being positive, and to love our selves by having mana and pride in
ourselves.
Our most positive classes, students and teachers are recognised here alongside a tally of associated housepoints.
For more information, go to https://pb4l.tki.org.nz/PB4L-School-Wide or email mhorner@sbc.school.nz.

Term 1 2020 Weeks 1-5

Total Recognitions
Total of 2341 recognitions were given to 569 students by 39 members of staff

Locations
90% in the classroom, 3% were from extra-curricular activities, 2% were in the gym, 1% were from off-site, 1% were in the grounds, 1% were
from the library, 1% from the canteen and the remaining 1% were from the chapel and the main office.
Categories
10% for Love of God, 19% for Love of Others, 71% for Love of Self
Top 6 tutor classes:
10MA with 175
9MR with 162
7WL with 147
9WA with 136
9BA with 136
7MO with 134

Top students:
Carlo Cigaral with 22
Brock Toumoua with 20
Duncan Ah Young with 17
Tevita Alatini with 16
Phily Tuuga with 16
Zane Van Campfort with 15
Hunter Sowerby with 15

Top Recognisers
UI with 260
HT with 177
NH with 155
WA with 152
ET with 146
OB with 132

House Points
Chanel with 644
Pompallier with 638
Ignatius with 572
Marcellin with 488

Careers
University Information Presentations
Year 13’s please take note of the university information presentations to be held here at the College.
All Year 13’s will attend the Victoria University of Wellington session.
We strongly recommend that you to attend the other sessions to see what is on offer at each university to broaden your opportunities for
both courses and institutions.

Lincoln University
Thursday 12 March 2020
1pm
Room C1

Otago University
Tuesday 17 March 2020
Spell 2 9.45am
TBC

VUW
Tuesday 31 March 2020
Spell 2 9.45am
TBC

Auckland University
Tuesday 5 May 2020
Spell 2 9.45am
TBC
Please see Mrs Lomax or Mr Bishop in Careers if you have any questions.

covid19 update
Corona Virus update.
We are receiving regular communications and updates from both the
Ministry of Health and Ministry of Education. The advice we are receiving
states that there should be no significant change to how we are currently
supporting the health and wellbeing in our school apart from the following:.
•

we are advised that any student or staff member who has recently returned from Iran or China, will need to go into a ‘stay away
period’ of 14 days (from when they left Iran or China).

•

We are advised that anyone who has travelled through or from Hong Kong, Italy, Japan, Republic of Korea, Singapore and Thailand
should also stay away if they are feeling unwell.

We are advised that everybody should follow the following basic principles to reduce the risk of getting an acute respiratory infection or
passing it on to others:

•
•

regularly washing hands (for at least 20 seconds with warm water and soap and dry thoroughly)
covering your mouth and nose when you sneeze

•

staying home if you are sick

•

avoiding close contact with anyone with cold or flu-like symptoms

•

if you feel unwell you should avoid public gatherings and events

•

cleaning surfaces regularly (when infection is suspected).

We are also informed to continue to encourage anyone who is not well, to not attend school and to seek medical advice. We are asked to
inform you that if you are concerned that someone is showing symptoms of fever, cough or shortness of breath, you are encouraged to
first ring Healthline (0800 358 5453) or contact your GP by phoning ahead of their visit to explain symptoms and travel history.

School Photos

Sport
Softball

Jono Little and Dallas Clifton were selected in the New Zealand Junior Black Sox team to
compete at the Under 18 World Cup held recently in Palmerston North.
A very proud occasion for both boys, their families and St Bernard’s College. With 12 teams
from around the world competing it was truly an international event for the boys to
compete in.
Jono had the honour of captaining the team and while the team didn’t perform to
expectations he was honoured to captain New Zealand at a World Cup.
The team finished 5th out of 12 teams.

Touch
The College Sport Wellington Senior Touch Regionals were held at Fraser Park on Wednesday 26 February.
St Bernard’s were drawn to play Wainuiomata, Scots and Silverstream in pool play with the top two teams going through to cross over
games.
Comfortable wins over Wainuiomata and Scots before a loss to Silverstream meant a semi-final against the winner of the other pool HIBS.
In a tight game with score 3-3 at half time St Bernard’s came out on top 6-5 at full time meaning a rematch with Silverstream in the final.
Silverstream took an early lead in the final and unfortunately our boys were unable to recover going down 5-3 in the final.

Fundraising
We are fundraising to help send seven year 13 students to work
with conservation scientists in Indonesia in the July holidays.
The main focus of the work will be quantifying carbon stored in
the Indonesian jungle and population studies of the very
unique, biodiverse and unstudied habitat of Sulawesi.
To help with the cost, we have teamed up with Pasta Vera who
provide ‘Delicious restaurant quality Fresh Pasta, Lasagne and
Pesto’ who will donate 20% of the sales of their proucts to our
cause.
We ran a similar fundraising event last year for a trip to the US,
and the pasta was received very well by people who ordered.
Attached is a flyer advertising the products available.
Order can be made online via the following link;
Or at the school office via a paper order form.
Payment can be made in cash or eftpos when you order at the
office or via the school account 12-3142-0164653-00 using the
reference “PASTA”.
The final date for orders will be Tuesday 10th March and pick
up for all orders will be on Friday 20th March at St. Bernard’s
College between 3pm and 5.30pm.
PLEASE NOTE - ALL ORDERS WILL BE DELIVERED FROZEN

.

Entertainment books are one again available to purchase and they have made some
changes.
•
•
•
•
•

It is all digital now, there are no physical books
It is not June – June, it is 1 year from when you purchase the book
You can buy for multiple cities.
St Bernard’s still benefits from any sales
Click on the link below to order yours NOW!

https://www.entertainmentbook.co.nz/orderbooks/1052r03

Term Dates
Term 1

29 January – 9 April

Term 2

28 April – 3 July

Term 3

20 July – 25 September

Term 4

12 October – 9 December

Calendar Alerts
March
11

Parent/Tutor Interviews
early 12.15 finish
Yr 8 Immunisation
Parent/Tutor Interviews
early 12.15 finish
SBC Swimming Sports

12
17
31
April
4-5
9
9

Community Notices

Relay4Life
Easter Liturgy
End of Term 1

Living with Heart Failure? You are not alone
Full school calendar is available at www.sbc.school.nz
The Heart Foundation is hosting FREE information sessions across
the Hutt Valley to discuss living with heart failure.
Your local Clinical Nurse Specialists in heart failure will talk about
understanding and managing heart failure, medical treatments
and how to keep well. Family and whānau are encouraged to
come along and learn more about your heart condition.
Lower Hutt
Thursday 5 March 2020, 5.30 – 7.00pm
Naenae Bowling Club

Uniform Shop
Thursday 1.15pm – 5.15pm
Check out our new online ordering www.sbc.school.nz
2nd hand uniform is now sold at the college Uniform Shop during
opening hours

Petone Rowing Club - have a Learn to Row programme starting
Sunday 1 March at 9:00am
It’s a great opportunity for year 10 and above students interested
in learning more about the sport and possibly competing as
novices for the 2020/21 season to come along and give rowing a
go.
This 12 week programme costs $150, you will learn the basic
rowing stroke and boat handling skills.
Sessions will be held on Sunday mornings at 9:00am
Please wear comfortable athletic clothing (including a long sleeve
merino top), and bring a change of clothes, towel, running shoes
and a light splash jacket (pull over raincoat).
See you at the Petone Rowing Club boat shed, 160 Petone
Esplanade.

We would still really appreciate any donations of quality second
hand uniform, please drop off to the main office.

Nurse Consultation
FREE
Nurse’s consultation at St Bernard’s College, see the office to make
an appointment with a nurse from VIBE at school.
Free appointments with a doctor are available at the VIBE Clinic.
They can be made through the nurse, or directly with VIBE:
Vibe:566-0525

Reminders
Leaving School During School Hours
If your son needs to leave school during the day please follow these
steps.
 Send him with a note explaining why he is leaving
 He needs to get that signed by his dean
 Bring the note to the office when he is leaving.
 Sign out.

Contact Details
It is very important that we are able to contact you, especially in case
of an emergency. Please make sure we have your current contact
information.
E-mail
As most of our information is now sent by email.
Please check your settings to make sure we are a trusted sender.

Payment Of School Charges
The school prefers all school charges to be paid directly to our bank account: ASB Queensgate 12-3142-0164653-00.
Please include your son’s first name and surname, in the reference fields. Receipts are issued for all payments and given to students in class.
If you are facing financial difficulties please contact The Business Manager.

Contact Us
Physical/Postal Address
183 Waterloo Road
Lower Hutt 5010
New Zealand

P:04 560 9250
F:04 560 9251
E:office@sbc.school.nz
W:www.sbc.school.nz

