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Kia ora Koutou.
And so we come to the end of Level 2. It has been a bit of a ‘journey’ for all of us and I reiterate what I said to you a couple of weeks ago –
that in the main your sons have been awesome at trying to make it work safely for all of us back at school during this time.
It is great to see boys back on the sports fields and able to go out to extracurricular events again. It is great to not have to queue 2 meters apart in the
Canteen or to have limits on who can get on a school bus and who has to try
and get onto the next one. It is great to get back to working in groups in
class rather than sitting there in spaced out desks like we had back in the
1950s.
Many of our boys have missed out on some wonderful experiences with the
cancellation of this year’s O’Shea Shield and Relay for life. We have had to
cancel ‘trips of a lifetime’ to New York and to Indonesia – trips which families
and boys have spent a year fund-raising for.
Our winning Softball team were set to take out the New Zealand title but
that national competition was cancelled. We had to cancel our Open Day
which is always a highlight for me because I love ‘showing off’ your sons and
our school to the world.
There is much to regret. There is also much to be thankful for. I am
thankful for a supportive and caring staff and community and a truly
wonderful group of students at our school. I am thankful that as a
community we have not lost any of our loved ones to this disease.
In my letter to you a few weeks ago I wrote about seeing some of the
hardship that the Lockdown has caused for some of our families and
therefore our boys. Thank you to those of you who came back to me
almost immediately to offer support where you could - offers of
paying for a students’ sports registration or a uniform item. I am
humbled by this reaction. Thank you for continuing to pay the school
Marist Community donation (MCDT) if you can. That money is used
exclusively by the College for supporting Special Character activities,
building work that otherwise could not happen (some of the gym
refurbishment from 2 years ago for example) and to help alleviate
hardship within our student community.
If you feel you are able and wish to contribute further to buying a jacket or uniform item or sports gear for a student here then please let me
know. One of the biggest issues we found in lockdown was the lack of suitable device for students to work on. The Ministry of Education’s
and Government’s “promises” about addressing inequity in this regard have not eventuated. We have therefore arranged for the purchase of
a significant number of secondhand laptops which we will lease out at a nominal rate to boys who otherwise have nothing. This purchase has
been made possible by your MCDT donation and the money that many of you raised through the Parents and Friends group. So thank you!

Buildings
The big old white building at the front of
the College is gone and work is
beginning on laying the foundations for
the new building. The ground
movement throughout the week of the
demolition certainly provided us a very
vivid explanation as to why a two storied
building was never going to be a great
idea on the particular ground-type that
our College is built on. The plans for the
new building are available on our College
Website.
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Because we had to cancel our open day, we
decided to have a ‘virtual St. Bernard’s
experience’ on our updated website. I asked
some senior students to interview some of
our boys and teachers and to get some
footage of normality here. They did it in five
days and the results are wonderful. It really
is a snapshot of life here without too much
of the staging that you would normally
expect. I hope it makes you as proud of our
school as it makes me www.sbc.school.nz

Smoke-free in Cars Legislation
Congratulations to Josh Le’afa-Paki, Devon Pasene
and Ihaia Waenga who were a part of the long
campaign to have smoking in cars with children
under the age of 18 made illegal. This was a project
that was led by Leah Clark (Regional Public Health)
and was heavily supported by Dame Tariana Turia
and the late Rt. Hon. Parekura Horomia. Our three
boys spoke to the Bill in a select committee hearing
at parliament. The fact that the Rt Hon. Parekura
Horomia died in 2013 shows just how long this bill
has taken to be enacted.

Dental Services for St Bernard’s College Students
This term St Bernard’s has
been hosting the Capital
Dental mobile clinic on site.
Students from years 9 to 13
whose parents chose this
service have received checkups, hygiene and routine
treatment. The clinic is
expected to be with us until
the end of this term. Later this
year we are expecting a visit
from the Bee Healthy mobile
clinic which will provide
services to students in years 7
and 8. We will be in contact
with families closer to their
visit.

Library
Book of the month
URSA



Winner of the 2018 Storylines Tessa Duder Award.
Shortlisted for Young Adult Fiction Award (NZ Book Awards for Children and Young Adults)

An alternate history coming-of-age Young Adult novel. There are two peoples living in the city of
Ursa: the Cerels and the Travesters. Travesters move freely and enjoy a fine quality of life. Cerel
men are kept in wild camps and the women are no longer allowed to have children. The Director
presides over all with an iron fist. Fifteen-year-old Leho can't remember a time when Cerels lived
without fear in Ursa. His parents once tried to organise an uprising - his mother was blinded, and
his father was taken away. But now his world is changing. Revolution is coming. People will die.
Will Leho be able to save his family?

Year 9 Readers Cup
A Year 9 Readers Cup competition has been set up for the Wellington region. St Bernard’s has
signed up to be one of the 10 teams taking part. 5 of our boys will form a team and will need to
read 5 set books ready for the competition in August! Good luck team!

Temporary Library
The Library and Information Centre has now
fully relocated to a ‘temporary’ space while our
new Information Centre is being constructed.
We still have all the books and facilities
available and now have a tree lined outlook
overlooking Waterloo Road. Library staff and
the students are really looking forward to the
new building being operational and all the new
opportunities which will be available for the
boys.

Languages
Talanoa Ako digital app now available
This digital app for Pacific families includes key information about
education in 10 Pacific languages and English.
The Talanoa Ako app follows the previously launched Talanoa Ako
radio programme to support Pacific parents with distance learning.
The radio programme continues to air on the Pacific Media
Network (PMN) station.
Read more: Talanoa Ako education programme on radio and
mobile app to reach more Pacific families
Parents who have missed the radio programme can start their
Talanoa Ako journey via the digital app while those who were able
to tune in can use the app as an additional tool to refresh their
learning and continue building on it. The radio programme will air
its 10th and final Talanoa Ako session on 22-28 June 2020.
The app is free to download for Apple and Android phones and
tablets.
Download the Talanoa Ako app – App Store
Download the Talanoa Ako app – Google Play Store

Careers
All university bound students need to be looking on the university websites or Moneyhub, to see if there are scholarships they can apply for.
Most close in August.
Also consider the PWC and Keystone scholarships. The task after that is Halls applications, if applying to another university. They close in
September. Then course planning happens and I arrange for the various Universities to come in to help with that. Finally Studylink applications
need to happen in November.
School leavers planning to work or go to Weltec etc, should apply for Weltec courses this year as I expect courses to be full due to the high
unemployment that is predicted. If your son gets a job, he can withdraw his Weltec application in January, whereas if the courses are full, he
may not be able to apply in January.
Any questions please email me: jlomax@sbc.school.nz

Scholarships
Last year Ms Edie and Mr Housden ran scholarship sessions preparing senior students for various end of year Scholarship exams.
A small group of students from Sacred Heart College joined us for the English scholarship sessions every Thursday afternoon. We were
thrilled in February when the results were released to find out that the extra tuition had paid dividends. Our congratulations go to Nick
Lindstrom and Ethan Foster for gaining Scholarship in English; Nick Lindstrom for gaining Scholarship in History, Jamie Locke-Weir for
gaining Scholarship in Media Studies (our thanks to Ms Cook for support with Media Studies) and Daniel Henderson for gaining Scholarship
in Physics.

School in Action

Term Dates
Term 1

29 January – 9 April

Term 2

28 April – 3 July

Term 3

20 July – 25 September

Term 4

12 October – 9 December

Calendar Alerts
June
23
25 & 26
26
29 & 30
July
2
3
3
20

Fundraising

NCEA Music Concert
Contributing Schools Visit
Year 9 Retreat
Year 9 EOTC Day Trips
End of Term Mass
Enrolments for 2021 close
End of Term 2
Start of Term 3

Full school calendar is available at www.sbc.school.nz

Uniform Shop
Entertainment books are one again available to purchase and
they have made some changes.
•
•
•
•
•

Thursday 1.15pm – 5.15pm
Check out our new online ordering www.sbc.school.nz

It is all digital now, there are no physical books
It is not June – June, it is 1 year from when you
purchase the book
You can buy for multiple cities.
St Bernard’s still benefits from any sales
Click on the link below to order yours NOW!

2nd hand uniform is now sold at the college Uniform Shop during
opening hours
We would still really appreciate any donations of quality second
hand uniform, please drop off to the main office.

Nurse Consultation
FREE
Nurse’s consultation at St Bernard’s College, see the office to make
an appointment with a nurse from VIBE at school.

https://www.entertainmentbook.
co.nz/orderbooks/1052r03

Free appointments with a doctor are available at the VIBE Clinic.
They can be made through the nurse, or directly with VIBE:
Vibe:566-0525

Reminders
Leaving School During School Hours
If your son needs to leave school during the day please follow these
steps.
 Send him with a note explaining why he is leaving
 He needs to get that signed by his dean
 Bring the note to the office when he is leaving.
 Sign out.

Contact Details
It is very important that we are able to contact you, especially in case
of an emergency. Please make sure we have your current contact
information.
E-mail
As most of our information is now sent by email.
Please check your settings to make sure we are a trusted sender.

Payment Of School Charges
The school prefers all school charges to be paid directly to our bank account: ASB Queensgate 12-3142-0164653-00.
Please include your son’s first name and surname, in the reference fields . Receipts available if required.
If you are facing financial difficulties please contact The Business Manager.

Contact Us
Physical/Postal Address
183 Waterloo Road
Lower Hutt 5010
New Zealand

P:04 560 9250
F:04 560 9251
E:office@sbc.school.nz
W:www.sbc.school.nz

