St. Bernard’s College
“To Stand on Life-Giving Ground”

Newsletter March 2021
Kia ora tatau.
We held our twice postponed “start of the year” commissioning Mass for the whole school on Thursday 11 March. It was wonderful. The
farewell and gratitude our school showed through song and Haka to Kate Dominikovich for her 12 years of service on the Board of Trustees was
wonderful. It was wonderful to see a whole lot of Year 13 boys receive their leadership badges. These boys who had been year 8’s when I
started at St. Bernard’s in 2016. It was wonderful to see the men that they had become and the desire they have to help our younger boys
grow like they have done. I was fortunate enough to be sitting amongst a group of our current year 8’s during much of the mass. They are all
wonderful kids who despite struggling manfully to stay focussed throughout the mass, occasionally failed. I think it is wonderful that they too
will one day be walking up on stage at our start of year mass to receive their leadership badges after growing up in this community. As our
head boy said to our school in one of his speeches this year …“the days might seem to pass slowly but the years fly by too quickly…”
This year we are placing a particular focus on our strategic goal of “continuing to grow a culture of learning that inspires success in our
students”. One of the things we are doing around this is focussing on strengthening the reliability of our Engagement Grade system. We are
doing this because we know that these grades can be used as a tool that many families use to help their son do as well as he can here. We
encourage you to communicate directly with your son’s teacher if you have any concerns over what your son’s engagement grade is for that
week. We know that whanau involvement is one of the keys to each boy’s success here. The more we talk together the better it is for us all.
We also have ERO this year. It has been 5 years since our last review which might say something about how they feel we are going as a school.
They have introduced a new model whereby they wish to ‘partner up’ with schools rather than judge them. They don’t quite know what that
looks like yet or even how they will report. I think it is awesome that St. Bernard’s is able to be a part of helping ERO to become a more trusted
and useful entity. Their whakatauki is: Ko te Tamaiti te Pūtake o te Kaupapa. (“The child – the heart of the matter”). I have no doubt that
they will find that is what we try so hard to live out here.
Nga mihi
Simon Stack
Principal

Farewell to Kate Dominikovich after 12 Years of service
on the SBC Board of Trustee’s.

Congratulations to our Year 13 Leaders for 2021

NCEA Results 2020
Level 1: 83% (48% Merit or Excellence Endorsement)
Level 2: 86% (34 % Merit or Excellence Endorsement)
Level 3: 60% (34% Merit or Excellence Endorsement)

2021 Start of Year Powhiri
“To Stand on Life-Giving Ground”

Reading Time
This term we have started a reading initiative to encourage the boys to read
more. We all know that students who read do better at school, but we are
also aware that our students have busy lives and don’t always have time to
read at home. For our Year 7, Year 8 and Year 9 students we are building
reading time into their school timetable.
When your son has a core subject
lesson such as English, Maths, Social
Studies, Science or Religious Education
in period 5 they will get the chance to
read for 10 to 15 minutes.
The boys do visit the library once
a fortnight with their class and
can borrow books to read, and
there will also be reading
material in the classrooms.
If you have reading material at
home that you no longer need,
such as sports magazines,
technology magazines, children’s
picture books, books about
animals, biographies and young
adult novels we would love to
receive them.
Please drop them to the office. If you have any
questions or suggestions about this reading initiative
please send me an email at kedie@sbc.school.nz

SBC Athletics Day

SBC Athletics Day

SBC Athletics Day

Year 7&8 Days Bay Picnic
Our Annual welcome celebration of taking our year 8’s and our new year 7’s to Days Bay was able to go ahead after a couple of days delay on
Tuesday 9 March. It was a very warm day. The boys were off the bus and either straight into the water or into the shop to purchase their first
ice cream. Lots of smiles in the sunshine. Our support crew of amazing year 13’s kept these young SBC boys occupied with games and
swimming. Thank you to all the parents that showed up during the day it is a great setting to meet you all and catch up.

Careers
SBC was very proud to have 3 Year
12 students attend the Otago
University Hands On Programme in
January. Students from all over the
country applied to join the
programme and Ieti Ah Young
(Nanochemistry), Junior Faásoa
(Maths) and Zephaniah Leaupepe
(Media Studies) did well to be
accepted.
They spent a week attending
workshops and pursuing their
passion project. All three students
came back full of praise for the
experience as it helped them to see
the wide range of opportunities
University offers.

Careers: First round university presentations Term 1. VUW came this week. Canterbury will be here March 18th @ 1pm in C1 and Otago are
here March 30th Sp 2 in C1. I will book Auckland, Massey and Lincoln soon. The work for students this term is to research what the various
universities offer and come and talk to the Careers department about what needs discussing. Parents are welcome to email me with queries
jlomax@sbc.school.nz

Gateway: We are just starting to place students out in the workplaces now that they are settled into school routines. So far 20 students have
been put on the list. Advice: Year 12 & 13 students who are not enthusiastic about school are encouraged to come on the Gateway
programme and try and get full time work while the border is closed. This is your year of opportunity!
We will also be offering a university style gateway programme this year for students who love Science but are not sure what to do at
university.

March 18th We have a Meet and Greet Hutt Valley Employers session at the Hutt Chamber of Commerce. This is suitable for students
interested in Engineering, Surveying, Business Management etc. there are only 10 places so students need to sign up quick.

Drivers Licence: A plea to get your sons started on their licence asap after they turn 16. The practice program is free at drivingtests.co.nz
Anyone going into the Trades needs to have their Restricted licence at least. We had jobs going at the end of last year that we could not
suggest applicants for because they did not have their licence!

1st Aid
Year 12 Pathways and Sports Studies attended a 2 day First Aid course
and now they are all qualified First Aid responders!

Relay for Life

We will be entering a school team in the Cancer Society’s Relay for Life. Boys from years 7 through to year 13 are invited to be involved.
If you are a parent/guardian and you would like to support and help supervise during this amazing event, please email Mrs Emma Burns
eburns@sbc.school.nz
We will host an information and registration evening on Wednesday 17 March 6pm – 7pm in the school canteen where the $20.00 registration
fee can be paid by cash or eftpos. If your son would like to participate but you are unable to attend the information evening, please contact
me.
Final day for registration will be Wednesday 24 March where payment can be made at the College office.
Saturday night
Unless supervised by a parent, the only team members on site between the hours of 10 pm to 4 am will be years 12 and 13 students. We will
be organising team times for when individuals will be running.
2020 REGISTRATIONS
Those students who signed up for R4L in 2020 have already paid the $20.00 registration fee ( a registration form will still need to be
completed).
Please contact me if you are unable to participate this year and we can offer you a refund, or for your $20 to be donated to the Cancer Society.
DONATIONS
If this is something you would like to support but can’t participate we’d also love to receive donations of milk, milo, reusable cups, biscuits,
soup, stew, or home baking (cakes, slices, brownies) to help sustain our bodies and minds during this event. These will be well received when
it is cold and it’s 1am and we need to run.
Emma Burns
Any questions or concerns please email Emma Burns (above). Thank you for your support.
Teacher of Science and
More information will be given out on Wednesday 17 March- See you there!
Mathematics

Year 7 Retreat

Year 7 retreat was held on Friday 26 February.
We were welcomed onto Koraunui Marae with a powhiri. Then we had some
morning tea. This was followed by our Year 13 senior leaders taking boys through
different sessions. These mini workshop sessions were based on our school values
of LOVE GOD-LOVE SELF-LOVE OTHERS, the last session was just fun games.
In the afternoon we walked down to Stokes Valley pool for Pizza and a swim
A great day had by all.

Fundraising

Get yours today online by clicking the link!

https://www.entertainmentbook.co.nz/orderbooks/1052r03

Receive fantastic savings while you eat, play and shop with Entertainment. Memberships are convenient, easy to use and packed full of
valuable 2 for 1 and up to 50% off offers for you and your family to use over any 12-month period from activation.

Community Notices
We would love your community to learn about MoneyTalks – our
free budgeting and financial support helpline.
We connect people and whānau with their local foodbanks, help
them find their way through Work and Income processes and
entitlements and support people to manage their money.

Voluntary career mentor/ coaches Wanted!
If you are passionate about working with youth, want to
make a difference in young people’s lives, by guiding them
through their career journey and you have a spare hour or
two every two weeks. Then we need you!
Graeme Dingle Foundation are looking for career mentor/
coaches for year 12-13 students at St Bernard College.
Mentor/ Coaches must be:

Passionate about helping young people.

Must be reliable.

Available from March till November 2021, for 1-2
hours a fortnight

Work alongside other mentor/ coaches.

Available for training (date TBC with mentors).
Training is compulsory if you want to be a mentor/
coach.
For further information email
faafoi.seiuli@dinglefoundation.org.nz or call or text Faafoi on
0272524023

Anybody can get in touch with our MoneyTalks team if they need
help with day-to-day money matters like budgeting and debt
management.
People can reach us by phone, txt, chat and email in English, Te
Reo Māori or Mandarin. We want to see people, whānau and
communities living free of hardship.
You can find out more about us online at the MoneyTalks website.

Petone Rowing Club
Learn to Row programme kicks off on Sunday, 7 March at 9:30am.
This is suitable for Year 10 students (14 year old +).
Athletes will learn basic skills about safety, both on and off the
water
Date: Sunday mornings starting Sunday, 7 March (we train rain or
shine).
Time: Please arrive at 9:25am for a 9:30am start.
Costs: $150 (12 weeks). To be paid at the start of the programme.
Where: Petone Rowing Club 160 The Esplanade.
Bring: a towel, change of clothes, warm layers, hat, sunscreen,
running shoes, and a drink bottle.

Term Dates
Term 1

2 February - 16 April

Term 2

3 May – 9 July

Term 3

26 July – 1 October

Term 4

18 October – 14 December

WE NEED BIKES!!

Calendar Alerts
March
16

Parent/Tutor Interviews
Early finish 1.15
Parent/Tutor Interviews
Early finish 1.15

24

Do you have any bikes lying
around that you would happily
donate to the PE department
for our Outdoor Education
Programme?
If so please contact Hayden
Mourits
hmourits@sbc.school.nz.

April
1
2-6
16

Easter Liturgy
Easter Break
End of Term 1

Full school calendar is available at www.sbc.school.nz

Uniform Shop

Marist Community Development Trust

Thursday 1.15pm – 5.15pm

The Marist Community Development
Trust (MCDT) was set up to support,
preserve and enhance the Special Catholic
Charism of St Bernard’s College, the
essence of the school.

Check out our online ordering

www.sbc.school.nz
2nd hand uniform is now sold at the college Uniform Shop
during opening hours

St Bernard’s College has opted into the Government Donations
Scheme, there is no longer any payment request from the
College for course costs.
Family donations can still be made to the Marist Community
Development Trust, when making an online payment please use
your son’s name and MCDT as the reference, bank account ASB
12-3142-0164653-000.
Any amount will be gratefully received and will be paid back to
the college to support Special Character initiatives which can’t be
funded from operational funding.
All donations qualify for a tax rebate from the IRD, receipts will
be issued in early April.

We would still really appreciate any donations of quality
second hand uniform, please drop off to the main office.

Nurse Consultation
Nurse’s consultation at St Bernard’s College, see the office to
make an appointment with a nurse from VIBE at school.
Free appointments with a doctor are available at the VIBE
Clinic.
They can be made through the nurse, or directly with VIBE:
Vibe:566-0525 IT’S FREE!

Reminders
Leaving School During School Hours
If your son needs to leave school during the day please follow these
steps.
 Send him with a note explaining why he is leaving
 He needs to get that signed by his dean
 Bring the note to the office when he is leaving.
 Sign out.

Contact Details
It is very important that we are able to contact you, especially in case
of an emergency. Please make sure we have your current contact
information.
E-mail
As most of our information is now sent by email.
Please check your settings to make sure we are a trusted sender.

Payment Of School Charges
The school prefers all school charges to be paid directly to our bank account: ASB Queensgate 12-3142-0164653-00.
Please include your son’s first name and surname, in the reference fields. Receipts are issued for all payments and given to students in class.
If you are facing financial difficulties please contact The Business Manager.

Contact Us
Physical/Postal Address
183 Waterloo Road
Lower Hutt 5010
New Zealand

P:04 560 9250
F:04 560 9251
E:office@sbc.school.nz
W:www.sbc.school.nz

